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The Campaign of 1 759. 

THE armies of prince Ferdinand of Brunf- 
mc and of his royal highnefs prince 
Henry began the campaign. The army of the 
king, confined on the frontiers of the March 
and of Sitefia by the near neighbourhood of the 
Ruffians who were in Poland, dared not under- 
take expeditions which would have drawn it 
from a line of defence, that muft have been 
dangerous to defert; and the Aufbians deferred 
their operations that they might give the Ruf* 
B "^ fians 

ffijl. Sev. rears Wary Vol. II. >^ 
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1 I>OSTHtTMOlTS WtfRlCS. 

fianstimc tatakc the field. Thefc confideri- 
tionsufually retarded the motici of the troops 
till the end of July. 

The French afted without allies : the army 
of prince Ferdinand had but one enemy to face ; 
they might therefore begin to aft whenever they 
ftiould have made dieir arrangements, and 
fliould think proper. The comnaand of the 
French army was this year given to marfhal dc 
Contades; and M. deBroglio who commandea 
under him remained at Frankfort, where he 
took charge of the fafety of the troops till the 
arrival of the marflial. 

A combined corps of Auftrians and of troops 
of the circles, under the command of M. d'Ar- 
berg, advanced into Thuringia; where it ex* 
cited inquietude both in prince Henry and prince 
Ferdinand* The two princes mutually €onK 
certedan cnterprife to diflodge.thefe trouble- 
fbmi troops frx>m their neighbourhood. M# , 
vonKnobloch commanded a Prufliaji detach- 
ment, and M. von Urf a corps of the allies, 
for the execution pf this defign* Knobloch toot 
Erfurt,- and fome hvmdreds of prifoners in thefc 
environs. Urf drove the enemy beyond Vach^ 
and recovered Hprsfeld. Scarcely however had 
the allies and Prufliansb rca:ired before the Au- 
ftrians, and the troops of the circles, returned 
U> their former ^ofition (Mardi z^th)^ This 

motion 
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feiotion difplcafcd prince Ferdinand; and, that 
he might expel them from the neighbourhootJ 
of Heffe, he caufed the left of his army to in- 
cline for Caflel, and thence advanced through 
Melfungen to Hersfeld. The hereditary prince 
entered the principality of Fulda, from which 
he penetrated into Franconia, took Meinungcn, 
Wafungcn, and defeated three Auftrian regi- 
ments, which he found in the vicinage. M. 
d'Arberg approached and attacked him in his 
camp, of Wafungen. After a conteft of fix 
hours, the Auftrians and the troops of the cir- 
cles were repulfcd, and obliged to fly as far as 
Thuringia. 

April. Prince Ferdinand now aflembled all 
his detachments atFulda. His intention was 
to deftroy the magazines of the French at Fritz* 
lar, Hanau, and in thofe parts; that he might 
retard, or perhaps prevent, the operations they 
intended in Hefle. On his march to Frankfort, 
he furprifed feveral French detachments, that, 
funable to efcape, furrendcred themfclves pri* 
foners* Approaching Bergen (on the 13th) lie' 
imagined he fhould find there only fome bat- 
talions that, too feeble to refift, would be obliged 
10 retreat, or to lay down their arms, if they 
were ralh enough to wait his coming. While 
lie was charging them, M. de Broglio appeared * 
B z on 
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on the height behind the village, with the bfi-' 
gades he had affcmbled from the neareft quar- 
ters. The attack of the allies was unfuccefsful : 
the prince of Yfenbxirg who commanded loft 
his life. Prince Ferdinand was obliged to fujv 
port the adion that was begun; he took indeed 
the lower part of the village of Bffrgen, but the 
upper part, well fortified, oppofed infurmount- 
able impediments. The French troops charged 
the allies at a proper moment, and obliged thefti 
to reliiiquilh their conqueft. The Saxons, who 
vere in the army commanded by dc Broglio, 
were defirous of purfuit. Prince Ferdinand faw 
this, attacked them with his cavalry, dcftroycd 
tjien(i'in port, and took fome hundi'eds, of pri- 
foners : the remainder of th« day was fpent in a 
reciprocal cannonade. 

. Perceiving bis intention had failed, prince 
Ferdinand retired the fame night toward Heffe, 
without fuflering any difturbance from M. de 
Bro^io. M. du Blaifel followed him, and 
during his retreat attacked the rear-guard of 
one of thexrplumns of the army, which^tack^ 
he conducted fo well that he took two hundred 
Pruffian dragoons of the Finckenftcin regiment 
prifoners. . ^ 

Prince Henry in the mean time executed a 
fimilar deiign^ which be had formed on Bor 

hernial 
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hernia, with more fuccefs. He entered this 
kihgdom by Pcterfwald without meeting any 
great oppofition, Hulfen, who penetrated with 
the fecond column by the Bafberg, there found 
the enemy entrenched. His cavahy took the 
road to Pricfnitz, which brought it on the back 
of the Auftrians, who thus were attacked by in- 
fantry in front, and by the cavalry in the rear. 
The whole Auflxian corps under M. Renard, 
confifting of the regiments of Andlau, Konig- 
feck, and a thoufand Croats, in all twp thoufand 
five hundred men, was taken. After this brave 
a&ion Hulfen advanced to Saatz, where he 
ruined one of the mod confiderable of the ene- 
my's magazines. His royal highnefs inclined 
toward Buden, and deftroyed all the provifions 
and (lores the Auftrians had ^ilembled in thofe 
parts.— %Aiter having accomplilhed the full pur- 
port of his operations, he led his troops back 
into Saxony. 

Soon after (in May) the fHincc refolved to 
4& in like manner by the troops of the empire, 
that .be might drive them from the frontiers 
of Saxony* This projeft was taken in concert 
with the allies. He aflembled his corps at 
Zwickau, whence Finck was detached to Adorf, 
that the enemy might have apprehenfions for 
the town of Eger. His royal highnefs, marghi* 
B3 ingr 
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ing to Hofy detached Knobloch through Saal-f 
bourg toward Cronach. Difconcerted by thia| 
motion, the troops of the circles quitted theij: 
advantageous camp of Munchfberg, which the 
Pruffians feized, and made a number of jm- 
foners in diflFerent rencounters. Finck then in- 
eiincd toward Weifstadt, th^ he niight cut off 
the communication between Maquire ^nd the? 
troops of the circles, by which this Auftrian 
general was obliged to retire into the Uppep 
Falatinate, whence he afterward marched to 
join the army-otthe-eppirc at Nuremberg. Hq 
was followed by Finck, who on yarioiis pcca^ 
iiofis took four hundred prifoners, 

Th? Pruffian army encamped p^x Bweuth ; 
M. von Meinecke forced general Ried^el tq 
fujrrender himfelf prifoncr, with nine hundred 
men under his command, near Cronsiich« Thiq 
misfortune haftened the retreat of die troops of 
the circles, and they were led back to Nur^m*^ 
berg by the prince d? Deuxponts* 

His royal htghncfs^ having no many to face^ 
fient KnpUoch next into the bifkoptick of Bam-» 
berg, where he d<^oyed all the m^gazin^^ that 
had been formed for the army, of «hc empire. 
Having executed his intention, hh roffBl high- 
nefs returned with bis troops into Saxony, uw 
l^ard the beginning of June» Tlie Auflnan^ 
' ^ ^uring 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 
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di^Ltiog^ this mont^ had profited by the abfence 
of the Pruf&ans to make an incurfion into Sax* 
ony* General Gemmingen^ who had taken up 
his pod near Wolkenftein^ vras attacked and 
beaten there by M. von Schenkendorf. • M. de 
Brentano came to the aid of the Auftrians; but, 
meeting widi as ill a reception as that given t6 
Gemmingen^ he precipitately retired into Bo- 
heciia. This expedition of his royal highnefs 
cc^ the troops of the empire^ in one months all 
their maga2unes, fixty officers, and three ttou- 
fand men. On the part of the allies, the here- 
ditary prince had advanced into the biflioprick 
of Wurzhpnrgj, at the head of twelvp thoufand 
jBien; during which incurfion he made three 
hundred Auftrians prifoners, and returned to 
xejoia the prince his uncle in HefTe. v 

Thi^ Frenc]^ did JK>t begin their operations 
till toward the end of May. M. de Contades 
|>afied ther.Rhim a(t Cologae* On the fecond 
of June he joined M. de BrogHo near Q^eflen, 
md leftM. d^Armentieres in cheneighboiirhood 
t>{ Wdel, with a detachment of twenty thoufand 
nien. At the approach of thefe troop^ prince 
Ferdinand retreated, firft to Lippftadt, afterward 
to Hamm, where'he aflembled all the regiments 
that had wintered ia the biflioprick trf*Munfter, 
the garnfon of that city excepted. Imhof had 
]B4 hitherto 
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hitherto remained at Fritzlar; but, when he 
heard that de Contades from one part, de Broglio 
from another, and the Saxons from a third, were 
advancing upon him, he fell back to Lippftadt, 
Finding Heffe void of troops, the French feized 
onCaffel, Munden, and Beverungen ; where they 
took the greateft part of the magazines of the allies. 
Contades having pufhed forward to Paderbom, 
prince Ferdinand advanced upon him, and en* 
caniped at Rittberg. The lof^ of all his rnaga* 
zines obliged him to colleft new, and he chofe 
Ofnabnicjc as the principal place of his deppfit. 
The defign of the French was to cut the Ger- 
mans off from the Wefen Contades marched - 
and encamped befide the fourees of the Ems, 
whence he repaired to Bielefeld and Hcrford^ 
aikl placed the corps oi de Broglio at Orimg- 
haufen, from which place the latter approached 
Mindea; which he furprifed in open day (July 
20th), and took fifteen hundred prifonera. This 
difafter obliged prince Ferdinand, whq was at 
Rav^nlberg, to fall back to Ofnabruck, where 
on the 8th htf was joined by the corps of M* 
von Wangenheim, that till then had made head 
againft M. d'Armentieres, The latter general, 
meeting with no enemy, endeavoured to carry 
l^ujifter, fword in hand : foiling in the attempt 

ha 
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fcc proceeded regularly, opened his vcndw<t 
And the city furrendcr^d on the a5th. 

Marlhal de Contades marched and cncainpe4 
with his whole ^rmy n^ar Mindcft, occupying 
the left fliprc of the Wefer hin^felf, and placing 
M. de Broglio on the right. Prince Ferdinand, 
having arrived on the banks of the river, immc* 
diately marched up the ftream to oppofe thp 
enemy. On the 29th he appeared in the plains 
of Minden, extending his army between HiUc 
and Fi:edewalde, where he was joined by genc^ 
ral Drey^s, who returned ^fter recovering Brc* 
men from the French. He fortified the village 
pf Tonhaufen, a quarter of a mile to the i&k of 
bis army. This was a kind of fn^e for de Con** 
(ades^ who was top wdl polled to be attacked 
in his jcamp, and whom the prince could not 
vanquilh but by fome ftratagem* In order to 
jnlpire the French with fears, he fent the here- 
yJit^ry prince? behind them, who approaching 
,Gphf<pld fpund the duke de Briffac there witU 
j^ det*Q}im?nt of fix thouf^d men* 

Marshal Contades, eag?r to accomplifli tic 
wi0)Cs of prince Ferdinand, afted as if he had" 
received his orders from the prince himfelf* 
Pc Broglio paired the Wefer with h^s detach- 
ment, and joined the army. Roads were pre- 
j)ared oyej: the marihes that covered the allied 
f armjr, 



* 



Digitized 



by Google 



|0 l^OSTHUMOVS WORKS^ 

army, which at length was attacked, on the 
firft of Auguft. The village of Tonhaufen, 
which prince Ferdinand had caufed to be en- 
trenched, was garnilhed with twelve battalions, 
defended by two heavy batteries, and fupported 
^^ twenty fquadrons, that encamped at a {mall 
diftancc in the rear of the infantry. The main 
body of the allied army encamped at the diilance 
of a fntall half mile, as we have faid, behind 
the wood of Hillc. Sagely precautious, the 
prince had prepared his roads and communica- 
tions in fuch a manner as to be able, on the 
firft motion of the French, to march and meet 
them without impediment, and to charge them 
in his turn, while they (houW attack the village. 
M« de Contades marched into the pkin a^ 
day-break. M. de Brogiio commanded thfe 
Van-guard deftined for the attack of the villagt. 
The French army aflumed a pofitioi^too diftaht 
to be ready t6 fuccour its van-guard. Its right 
wing was fupported by the Wefer; and its left, 
in an angular form, fell efbowing back to the 
marfh which it had paffed. Approaching Ton- 
haufen, M, de Brogiio faw the twelve batta- 
lions of Wangenheim formed in order of battle : 
thefe he fuppofed to be the entire asrmy <rf* prince 
Ferdinand. He remained for a time hefitating, 
and at length fent for new orders from marihal 

^le 
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j4e Contades, The opportunity \yas paft, timt 
was loft, atid pnnan Fcrdjinaiid csme up with 
t!ie ^^y* Inftead of ^ing to the aid of Wan- 
gcnhcim, he fprmisd in facp of the angle which 
die French army compofed, M# dp Gontades 
joppofed a corps of cavalry; but the ardour and 
determined bravery of the Englifli infantry wer^J 
Vfftprious^ T^^y attacked the French and putr 
them to d^e rout, after which they immediately 
fell on die French infantry. Prince Ferdinand 
0aly had time to fupport them by other bri- 
gades before the French took to flight, dnd the 
allies fprinfed pn the ^ound they had aban- 
^ned. 

Wh^e vidmy declared in fiivour of the princej 
M. de Broglio feebly attacked the yilijje oi 
TpiA^ufen : two charges were madcit by the 
p»yaltyj^ which both ended in feiyour of *he aii^s. 
The rqut xjjl the left of the French, jithc flight 
pf th?: cavalry, ^dded to the ill fucgefs of tie 
attacks on the vUkge, determined the enemy 
%Q quit the field of battle, Which w» performed 
^ich great difqrder and confluGon. 

On the fame day the hereditary prince beac 
^ duke de Br^ac at Gohfeld, and in the pur- 
suit occupied a paffage near the Wefer, which 
cut off the French fropi th€; roads of the coun- 
tries of Walde^l^ and Paderborn. This was a 
2 ftrokt 
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ftrokc as decifive as the^ battle; .for the French 
army, furrounded by the allies, near Minden,- 
on the left of the Wefer, was obliged to pafsr 
that river, and took the road toCaffel, the only 
one which was open. M. d'Armentieres, who 
till then liad laid clofe fiege to Lippftadt, raifed 
the blockade, and detached ten battalions for 
Wefel. With twelve others he fpecdily marched 
to Caffel, where he joined the beaten army. 

The day rfter ?he b^c, Minden furrendcred 
to the conqueror. The French loft more thai^ 
fix thouf^nd men, jthrce.thoufand of whom were 
made prifoners. Prince Ferdinand, to profit by 
this fortunate event, advanced toward .Mun-* 
den, while the hereditary ' priiprcc pafied the 
Wcfei^t Rinteln, at the head of twenty thou^ 



fand^^. There was a ferious adtion with the 
rear gy^Ad at Munden, where M. de St. Ger- 
^♦in byl^'^is good conduft faved the baggage 
^ the French army. Prince Ferdinand dien 
flirned towij^rd Paderborn. and M% von Urf, on 
the 17th, tS^^ atDetmold the jnoveablc.hofi 
pital of the ii"^^^* ^'^^^ ^^ efcort of eight hun- 
dred men. > 

The duke >je Chevreufe and M. d*Annen- 
tie res, as the allies approached Stadtberg, re- 
treated to Caflel; and, the allies having turned 
to\^ard th? principality of Wajdcck, de Con^ 
, . tadesj 
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tades ima^ned this indicated an intention [A 
prince Ferdinand to cut olFthc French from xht 
Maine. On this fuppofition he haftily quitted 
Caflel, where he left a feeble garrifon, and en- 
camped at Marbourg. A partifan of the allies, 
named Freytag, approached Caflel and took it 
by capitulation. Prince Ferdinand was then at 
Corbach, and ordered the hereditary prince to 
advance to Wolfflhagen, while he detached the 
prince of Holftein toFritzlar. Marihal de Con- 
tades, totally corifofed by thefe motions, be- 
lieving himfelf loft, evacuated Hefle. Prince 
Ferdinand, on the 24th, purfued him to Emft- 
haufen, and on the fame day one of his detach- 
ments took three hundred French in the fortrefs 
of Ziegenhain. On the 28th the enemy was 
pofted at Amonebourg, on the Ohm, and had 
the corps of Filchcr behind the Lahn : this the 
hereditary prince beat. His uncle having in 
this interim advanced to Wetter, with the army, 
the young her6 came behind the enemy at Nie- 
derweymar (September). 

M. dc Broglio was now fo difconceited 
that he retreated to Gieflcn, and abandoned 
Marbourg, which was taken by the prince of 
Bevem, with its garrifon, confifting of nine 
hundred m^n. Succefs fo continued empowered 
prince Ferdinand to ^dvapce to Crofdorf. Hi«*t 

th« 
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the allies and the French wercpiily fepar^tad hf 
the Lahn; The latter entreochecl themfelves 
in their camp, and fent M, de Broglk) to 
Wetzlar ; who, according to the orders of prince 
Ferdinand, was oppofcd and obferved by Wan* 
genheim. The niisf<Mtuncs of marihal de Con- 
tadcs were very diffatis^ftcny to his court ; he 
was recalled^ and the conunand of the army 
given to M. de Broglio, who was appointed a 
marihal of France. 

While the Germans ^d tte French obfti* 
nately encamped in face of each other on the 
banks of the Lahn, prince Ferdinand was en-* 
deavouring in the rear to expel the enemy from 
the bifhoprick of Munfter (Oftober). He had 
fent Imhof into Weftphalia, to befiege the city 
of Munfter, which he was obliged to raife al* 
moft as foon as he had opened the trenches. M* 
d'Armentieres on the 12th haftily quitted the 
French army, paffed the Rhine at Wefel, and 
flew to the relief of Munfter. Imhof was joined 
by reinforcements, and, finding himfelf in force^ 
again began the fiege. D'^V^inenticres once 
inore approached, intending to attack the Ger- 
mans; but, whether he imagined the enterprife 
Vas too difficult, or whether he was difcouraged 
by a check given to one of his detachments, he 

retired 
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-retired behind the Lippe, aod the cky fornen- 
dered to Imhof by capitulation. 

The vanity of the French nation oaufed it t& 
attribute the. difadvantages it had fuftained, la- 
die German war, to the fmall fuperiority of the 
French army, in numbers, over th« of the allies* 
The court, being nearly of the fame opinion, 
to obviai:c ,dais difficulty, engaged the duke of 
Wurtemberg to fomifh twelve thoufand\mcn, 
for which he was tx) receive a fubfidy to be paid 
by France in fait. The duke- commanded his 
forces him&lf ; having referved the commafid 
that he might not be confoimded in the crowd 
cf generals of a grand army, or ferve under a 
mar&al of France, wjiich he fuppofed deroga* 
tory to his dignity. For this purpofe he ftipu, 
lated that his pedbn and his troops Should be 
employed only in detachments. 

This prince arrived in Franconia in the month 
of Oftober ; marfhai de Brogjlio, who could 
not afford him fuch employment as he wilhedji 
fent him into the country of Fulda, wjb^ce the 
allies drew a part of their fubfiftence. The ap- 
proach of the duke deranged the delivery of the 
quotas; but this corps, unfiipported by any 
other, gave the allies too handfome an c^por- 
tunity to be p^ed unnoticed, '^'he hereditary 
f rince departed like an arrow from the army> 

and 
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and appeared before the gates of Fulda:, at tha 
very moment when he was leaft expeded. The 
duke hid prepared a ball for the day, but this 
quite fpoiled his pleafure, Aftoniflied at the 
prefence of fo vigilant a foe, who did not give 
him time to colled his men, he and his cavalry 
retired toward the Main. The rear-guard df 
the infantry, preparing for retrea;^ was hotly 
charged by the hereditary prince, and twelve 
hundred men were made prifoners. This was 
not the laft aft of the youthful hero ; we ftiall 
again have occafion to fpeak of him m our 
narrative of the Saxon campaign. 

The French had this year kept the field long* 
er than ufual ; the Teafon, little favourable to 
the operations of v^r, obliged them to quit 
their camp on the 8th of December, whence 
they retired to Frankfort. Prince Ferdinand^ 
after having blockaded Gieffen, fent his troops 
into quarters, having by his valour and ability 
repaired the wrongs fortune had done him in the 
commencement of tlie campaign. The allies 
found themfelves, at the clofe of the year, in 
poffeffion of all the places and provinces they 
had occupied, previous to the declaration of war* 

We now come to the campaign of the king, 
which was far from being equally fortunate ; 
perhaps of all others it was the moft fatal ; per- 

h^s 
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haps the glory oi Pruffid would have expired, 
had its enemies known as well how ;o profit by 
their viftories as they did to vanquifh. The 
reafons which obliged the king to aft on the 
defenfive hav^ been given. Reftrained by the 
army of marfhal Daun^ who kept in Bohemia 
on the frontiers of Silefia, the king meditated 
an attack on the magazines which the Ruffians 
iFormed in the vicinage of Pofen, Had his plan 
fucceeded he would have retarded the opera- 
tions of the enemy; he would have gained the 
greateft of advantages, time* 

Toward the middle of March, the army of 
the king, approached the hills of Sehweidnitz, 
and was fent into cantonments among thofe 
long villages which extend from Landftiut to 
Friedland. General Fouquet remained with his 
corps at Neuftadt, in Upper Silefia. M* von 
Wobcrfnow, who had been fent with a detach- 
ment into the Palatinate of Pofnania> there 
ruined fbme magazines which the Ruifians had 
began to form. This expedition, having iDeen 
made too loon. Was of little detriment to the 
meafures the enemy meant to take. 

Nothing of importance happened on the 
frontier's of Bohemia. Laudon who remained at 
Trautenau was continually in motion, and alarm- 
ing the advanced pofts, but without fuccefs ; the 
C Avt^ 
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ftrians were fortunate in one only enterprizc* M. 
von Beck attacked the battalion of Duringfhofenj 
atGreifFenberg, cut offits retreat with his cavalry, 
and after a vigorous defence the battalion was 
obliged to lay down its arms. 

Toward the end of the month, M. de Villc, 
who commanded in Moravia, entered Silcfia 
with a ftrong detachment. Fouquet, finding 
himfelf too feeble for oppofition, abandoned 
Neuftadt, and took a more advantiagcous poftat 
OpperCJorf. The king hoped this motion of 
de Ville would give him the means of beating 
the enemy in detail, and whoHy deftroying this 
^ corps. Troops fecretly filed off to Neife, 
whither the king in perfon repaired ; but all 
precautions to conceal this manoeuvre frpm the 
enemy were vain. The monks and catholic 
clergy, fecret enemies of thePrulfians, whonj 
they treated as heretics, found bccafion to in- 
form de Ville of the march of the troops, and 
on the very day (May ift) the king arrived at 
Opperfdorf, the Auftrian general retired to 
Ziegenhals. All that could be done was to 
ikirmifh with the rear- guard and the pandours, 
who ftill were on their march : the cavalry fur- 
rounded the latter, among fteep rocks very inj- 
propcr for the manoeuvring of horfe. The 
pandoufs, however, amounting to eight hundred 

men. 
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men, were taken or put to the fword. Far 
from remaining at Ziegenhals, the Auflxians 
continued their retreat as far as Moravia ; aiul 
ih? king, no longer finding an enemy worthy 
of notipe in thefe parts, returned to join his 
army at Landlhut. 

Marlhal Daun had lately arrived in Bohemia ' 
(June), and fixed his head quarters at Mun- 
chengraetz. The two armies remained peace- 
ably in their pofts, till the 28th of June, when 
the Auftrians took the camp at Jaromirs, whence 
they afterward pafled into Lufatia, and efta- 
bliftied themfelves at Marcklifla, The king, 
who was in the camp of Landftiut (July the 
6th), detached fomc battalions that penetrated 
into Bohemia through Schatzlar. They ap- 
proached Trautenau, and Major Quintus de- 
faced A corps of pandours in the vicinity of 
Pniufnitz. Seidlitz was fent to Lohn to obfervis 
thp motions of marihal Daun* 

General Fouquet received orders to quit 
Upper Silefia, to relieve the army of tHe king 
from the poft of Landftiut ; for to h^vc left thi3 
vacant would have been dangerous. On hii 
arrival, the king by two marches gained thp 
camp of SchmuckfeiiFen, one of the ftrongcft in 
Silefia. Seidlitz had been atucked oa the eve 
by Laudon : the pardfan was htsten, loft a 
C z hj^ndred 
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hundred and fifty men, and was in danger of 
being taken. The court of Vienna however 
confided the command of a body of twenty 
thoufand men to him, deftined to join the 
Ruffians whenever opportunity (hould ferve. 
Marflial Daun ordered him to take poft on the 
heights of Lauban, precifely where he had met 
with fo ill a reception, the preceding year, from 
the rear-guard of the king. This pofition was 
chofen that he might be in advance with the 
Pruffians, when he fliould receive orders to join 
the Ruffians. It was not difficult to penetrate 
the views of the Auftrians ; the king fent two 
detachments of cavalry to obferve the partifan ; 
one under Lentulus was placed at Lowenberg, 
and the other under the prince of Wurtemberg 
at Bunzlau. 

While thefe meafures were taken to oppofc 
the Auftrians, the Ruffians were not forgotten. 
They had been obferved during winter by de- 
tachments, which, under von Schlabrendorf and 
von Hordt, had extended along the frontiers 
of Poland. Toward the fpring, count Dohna 
quitted Mecklenbourg,and Pomerania, where he 
left Mauteufel with a fmall corps to make head 
againft the Swedes. The count marched his 
tcoops* to Stargard, and from thence to Landf- 
]Derg. Here he was joined by a reinforcement 

under 
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tinder the command of Itzcnplitz and Hulfen, 
fent out of Saxony by prince Henry. 

The Ruffians were obferved to march through 
Poland by detachments ; this gave birth to the 
idea of meeting and beating thetn in detail. 
The plan was of very poffible execution, (hould 
they be attacked while divided on their march, 
and before other divifions could come up ; but 
adivity and refolution were requifite, and neither 
were employed. The troops were ill con- 
dufted; the generals were deficient in vigi- 
lance; every meafure was taken too late ; error 
was added to error, and this unhappy expedi- 
tion became the fource of the misfortunes which 
accumulated on the Pruffians during the cam- 
paign. 

Count Dohna departed from Landfberg on 
the 23d of June, and paff^d the Warta on the 
5th of July, at Obernick. His tardinefs gave 
the Ruffians time to affisrmble at Pofen, and the 
two armies amufed themfelves in making recon^ 
noitres, which ended in indolence. On the 
i^th, the Ruffians made a movement in ad^ 
yance, and filed off near the Prufljan army; but 
in fuch diforder that it renaained only with count 
Dohna to have profited by the occafion, had he 
poflefled fortitude. His general meafures were 
fo ill taken that he loft a part of his bread and 
P^ provifions 
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prdvifions through negligence, which obEgcd 
him to fall back to ZuUichau. 

Informed of the confufion which reigned in 
this army, and the difunion of its generilS, the 
king ffent M. von Wedel to take the command 
as diftator, though he could not claim rank 
-from length of fervice. The fame evening that 
Wedel arrived at 2^ullichau, Soltikow encamped 
at Babimoft, from which he fo well turned the 
pofitiori of the Pruflians, during the night, that a 
party of Rujffians were in pofleflion of the defile 
otltay 5rt their rear, and preeifely bet\^een tlieir 
camp and the road of Crofleh^ without the 
eveht coming to the knowledge of any one per- 
fon. So highly was the fervice neglefted, when 
Wedel came to take the command of the army ! 
. Wedel went himfelf to the camp of Babimoft 
to fetdnnc^tre this tiiarch, where he faw only 
the ends of columns ahd the rear-guard that 
took the road to Groffen. Wedel flxuck his 
tciits (June the 13d*) began his march, and 
attacked the troops that had encamped at Kay, 
hoping to beat them before they could be joined 
by thieir army j but he was deceived ; the Ruf- 
fitoi were well poftdd ; they cojold only be at- 

, * There is feme miftalce of dates between this and thbfe 
Jaft mentioned which there is danger of additional error ia 
attcippting to cbrrc^. t* 
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ucked by a front of feven battalions in extent^ 
enclofed on each fide by mar(he$« The Ruf- 
fians were in a kind of half-moon on three lines, 
and occupied hillocjcs, covered with firs. We- 
dcl broke their firft line; but, attacking the 
fecond, his infantry was expofed to fo hot a 
fire of cafe (hot, from various crofs batteries, 
that it could not ftand its ground. Three re- 
pectt^ but ineflfedhial efforts were made. The 
great misfortune was the Pruffians had not can- 
non fufficient to oppofe the artillery of the 
enemy. Perceiving the flaughter, and what 
little hope there was of fuccefs, the general 
chofe not to facrifice any more of his men. He 
4letermined on retreat, and the next day the 
troops pafled the Oder at Tzicherzig, to en- 
camp at Sawade. Soltikpw marched the Ruf* 
(tans to Cn^en* 

Wedel loft on that day between four and five 
^thot^and men ; nor is it probable diat the lofs 
of the enemy was confiderable, the ground being 
fo greatly in their favour. This affair quite 
<ieranged the previous meafures of the king. . 
After the check he had met with, Wedel could 
not oppofe the prc^refs of Soltikow, without 
ftrong reinforcements* Frankfort and Kuftrin 
were in danger from the pofition the latter had 
taken at CroiTen ; and, if a Pruffian army fiiould 
C 4 not 
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not fooix approach Frankfort, to defend the 
Oder, Berlin itfelf would be expofed to the 
greateft perils. The army of Silefia was not 
in fufficient force to be enfeebled by ftill more 
detachments. Fouquet defended the paffes of 
Landfhut againft de Ville, with ten thoufand 
men j the Aiiftrian had twenty thoufand. The 
army of the king, encamped at Schmuckfeiffen, 
amounted to forty thoufand; that of marOial 
Daun to feventy thoufand. 

Be circumftances what they might, neceffity 
was urgent; an army muft be affembled to 
cover the March of Brandenbpurjg. There was 
every reafon to fuppofe the chief attack would 
either be made there or in Silefia. The Au- 
ftrians paid fome refpedt to the city of Drefdcn, 
that being the refidence of the royal family. It 
was therefore tq be prefpmed that a determined 
governor would maintain the place, and pro- 
traft the fiege, fo as to give time to m^rch to 
its relief, fhould it be attacked during the 
abfence. 

After mature refleftions on this fubje<9:, it was 
refolved that prince Henry ftiould march to 
Sagan, with fixteen battalions and twenty-five 
fquadrons, which fhould be joined by the de- 
tachments of the prince of Wurtemberg, con- 
fifting of fifteen fquadrons and fix battalions ; 

th^t 
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that the prince fhouldtake the command of the 
royal army, being the only general to whom it 
might be confided, and that the kmg ftiould 
head the corps aflembled at Sagan, and lead it 
immediately to defend his ftates. He depended 
on being joined there by M. von Wedel. On 
the a8th prince Henry arrived at Schmuck- 
feiffen, and on the 129th the king repaired to 
Sagan* 

Laudon had in thofe parts extended along the 
frontiers of Silefia ; and, though the king had 
fent detachments of obfervation, the Pruffian 
officers were deceived in the following manner. 
Haddick had watched prince Henry, and joined 
Laudon at Sorau. Laudon continued his route, 
and a regiment of huflars, that had always been 
attached to his corps, remained with Haddick. 
The reconnoitring officers were thus induced to 
believe that the whole corps of Laudon was 
there : but the king, marching to Chriftian- 
ftadt, here was informed they had been deceived, 
and that Laudon had that very day arrived at 
Guben. This obliged the king to continue his 
march, and he came the fame day to Sommer- 
feld. The Pruffian cavalry attacked that of 
Haddick, which followed Laudon, and which 
yas purfued as f^r as Guben, Laudon the fame 

day 
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day departed to gam Frankfort : the king en- 
camped at Nimes, on the bainksof the Neiffe, 

About break of day two coluttuw were feen, 
comirtg from Guben^ and filing along the road 
of Cottbus. The civalry firft pafled the river, 
^nd a.hafty ikirmilh enfued with the reftr-guard^ 
in which the Impfcrial regiment of Wutsibourg^ 
containing thirteen hundred tneoi wa« entirely 
taken. The huflars purfued the enemy^ and 
carried off fix hundred chefts of {)rovifion8^ the 
tfcort of which was totally difperfcd. 

Advantages hke thefe may be produdiyc of 
good confequences on general octafions ; on the 
J)refent they were totally ufelefs, for the defigA 
of the expedition was fruftrated ; it being n4 
longer poflible to prevent the jun^on of th© 
Rufli^s and Auflrians at Frankfort. 
» . The king began his march on the morrow* 
Wcdel had orders to join the army at Mulrofe^ 
which were eafy to execute, fince the Riiffian^ 
bad quitted Croffcn, and he had no en^my ta 
face. The king's troops took tht road of Bed*- 
kow, whence the infantry immediately marched 
to Mulrofe> while with his cavalry he pafled by 
Neubruck> on the cinal pf communication, be* 
iween the Oder and the Spree. He found the 
bridges br6ken, and tht dragoons of .Lowefi- 
ftein on the oppofite fide, preparing to difpute 

the 
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the paflage. Thefe obftacles were not fo great 
as they appealred to be ; the canal is in many 
places fordabie ; the Pruilian caVabry pafled i% 
immediately, and fell on the Auftrian dragoona 
pofted in the woods, who were defeated and 
purfued to the very fuburbs of Frankfort, The 
king then rejoined his infantry at Mulrofe, 
bringing with him three bvmdred prifoners of 
the rcgimeht of LcJwenftein. 

Here Wedel arrived on the 4th. Finck, who 
had remained in the vicinage of Torgau, after 
the departure of prince Henry, being of no ufe 
in thofe parts, for the ten thoufand men he com- 
manded were infufEcient to cover Saxony, alfo 
received orders to join the army. The king af- 
fembled all the forces he was able, for difpatch 
was indifpenfable^ It was neceflary to beat the 
Ruffians as foon as poffiblc, that he might have 
time to fly to the defence of Saxony ; which, 
the fortrefles excepted, being voidof troops, the 
*roads were left open to the army of the empire, 
which, if it pleafed, might even penetrate to 
Berlin. 

To be in readinefs therefore to attack the 
Ruffians, the army quitted the environs of Mul- 
rofe, and encamped between Lebus and Wul- 
kow. Subfiftence was drawn from Kuftrin, 
and Finck was waited for, whofe arrival hap- 
pened 
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pened on the loth, Neceflary preparations 
were made to pafs the Oder between Lebus and 
Kuflxin, The more hafte was made in execut- 
ing this projedt becaufe tthat Haddick had 
marched and occupied the camp of Muhofe, 
which the Pruflians had left. From this place 
Haddick might join Butturlin, ai>d Berlin was 
open to atttack. Thus every thing preffed the 
king to aft with promptitude. The army 
paflcd the Oder, on the j ith, and formed in face 
of the Ruffians, extending fron) Tretin, where 
the right was placed, to Bifchofsee, by which 
the left was fupported. The referve under 
Finck encamped before the lines on the heights, 
which deprived the Ruffians of knowing what 
motions the Pruffians made. A muddy rivulet 
feparated the two armies. Soltikow was en- 
camped at Kemerfdorf ; with his right wing 
fopported by a fmall elevation, where the Ruf- 
fians had conftrufted a kind of ftar-fort. Two 
branches of entrenchment on a rifing ground 
departed thence, and ended in the Jews burial 
place, which is a confiderable eminence near 
Frankfort. The right of his camp, where was 
this ftar redoubt, was overlooked by the height 
that Fin.ck occupied ; and, beyond the rivulet^ 
by a hill which the country people call the 
Pechftange. 

In 
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In the prcfent pofition of the army of the kingj 
it was impoffible to attack the enemy : two nar^ 
row caufeways muft have been pafled^ covered 
by feveral abatis^ of which the Ruffians were 
mafters. The brigades muft have been formed 
while expofed to the fire of fniaH arms, and 
muft have attacked an entrenchment defended by 
crofs batteries. It was thought more prudent to 
afcend the rivulet : after a circuit of half a mile, 
the troops would come to the bridge on the road 
to Reppen, where is another road that leads 
through the wood to the height of the Pcch- 
ftange. This local knowledge ferved as the baib 
of the difpofitions that were made for the battle 
of the morrow. The corps under Finck was to 
fupporty from the heights where it was en.- 
camped, the batteries that were crefted during 
the night, and which were to play diredly on 
the ftar redoubt of the Ruffians. 

The next day (the i2th) the army took the 
road of Reppen, and formed in the wood, near 
the Pechftange, in five lines ; the three firft of 
infantry, the two laft of cavaky . JFinck, in the 
mean time, kept up a heavy fire with his bat- 
teries, feigning to pafs the caufeways in his 
front ; which fo fixed the attention of Soltikow, 
that the army of the king gained the fkirts of 
the wood, without being perceived. Grand bat* 

3. terics 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



terics were immediately raifed on two fmall hills 
that overlooked the right of die Ruffians. This 
part of their in^renchments was ftuxounded by 
the batteries of the FruffianSi zs a polygon may 
be in a regular fiege. Every diing being thus 
prep^ed^ Schenkendorf advancedj under the 
protefkion of fixty cannon^ againft t^is fort^ and 
carried it almoil i|nmediately« The army fol- 
lowed; The two branches gf the entrepchment 
which ended at this angle were taken in flank, 
and the battle was one dreadful maflacre of the 
Ruifian in&ntry^ as far as the burial place of 
Kunerfiiorf, which the left of the Pruffians 
fbiHid it difficult to carry* Finck, whom the 
attacking troops had pafled^ then levelled his 
mounds, and joined the other troops. Seveti 
redoubts^ the i^urial ground, and a hundred 
and eighty cannon; had already been taken; the 
enemy was in the utmoQ: confiiiion, and had loft 
a prodigious number x>f men. The prince of 
Wurtetnberg however, impft&ept at the inaftipii 
of the cavalry, ii^de an Ul-timcd charge on thjj 
SLuffiaA in&ntry, Rationed in the entrenchment^ 
of the Jews burial ground. It is true he wajs 
xepvdfed, but the enemy at the f^me time aban- 
doned a grand battery they had near this burial 
ground.^ On this the Pruffian infimtry, which 
wi^ only eight hundred paces dkknt, made an 
4^ attempt 
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:att0mpt to feizc. Who can but remark thje 
llcnder thread by which vicStory is fufpendcd! 
As th«y came up, within a hundred and fifty 
paces, Laudpn, perceiving the error of the 
Ruffians in forfaking their battery, arrived with 
his referve fome minutes fooner than the Pruf- 
fians. He immediately caufed the artillery t6 
be loaKled with cafe fliot, which played upon 
ind deranged the affailanis. The attack wa$ 
(cvcral times renewed, but it was impoffible to 
carry this battery, which commanded the whole 
ground. Laudon, perceiving the countenance 
of the Prtiffians lefs firm, attacked them on the 
right and left with cavalry ; Ae confufion be- 
came general and the troops fled in difbrder. 
The king protefted their retreat by a battery, 
which the tegiment ^f Ldlwitz fufkined. Here 
he received a contufion. The regiment of pio- 
heers was taken in his rear : the infantry had 
beiides repafled the mounds, and regained th^ 
camp they had poffeffed the day before, on 
which ^ Idng; xetieatcd the laflr, and would 
have been taken, had not M. von t^rittwitz at- 
tacked the enemy with a hundred huffars to give 
him time to pafs the defile. The main body of 
the cavalry rethed by the road they had marched 
in the morning. The firft confternation of tht 
tnops was fo great that at the noife only, which 
■ ^ the 
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the Coflacks made, the infantry, which haci 
formed on the ground of its late camp, fled 
ibove a thoufand paces before it could he 
brought to halt. 

The Ruflians it is true gained the Vidory, 
but it was dearly purchafed. According to their 
own account, they loft twenty-four thoufand 
men. Their artillery they recovered, and 
took eighty cannon from the Prtjfiians, with 
three thoufand prifoners. Pruffia dn that day 
loft ten thoufand men; dead, wounded and 
taken. The king, flattering himfelf he fliould 
win the battle, had ordered Wunfch to (eizc on 
Frankfort during the adioh, to cut off the rcr 
treat of the enemy. This brave officer Socom- 
pliflied his purpofe, and made foiir Hundred 
prifoners; but the misfortunes of the day obliged 
him to abandon the city and return to Reitwein^ 
where the army encamped, after having repafled 
the Oder. r 

It was with difficulty ten thoufand men could 
be colleded the evening after the battle. Had 
the Ruffians known how to profit by vidtory^^ 
and purfued the diflieartened troops, Pruffia had 
been ruined beyond redemption, but they gave 
jhe king time to recover his loflTes. On the 
morrow the army was eighteen thoufand ftrong, 
and in a few days amounted to twenty-eighc 

thoufand* 
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thoufand.- Gannon was obtained from the fiw- 
tified to^ns; th6 corps was fent for that had 
V amufed the Swedes on the banks of the Peene. 
M©ft of the generals were wounded, bruifed, or 
maitned; it depended only on the enemy to 
tdrmlnate the war ; they hid but to give the tx-^ 
firing blow : but they ftbpptd (hort, and, in- 
ftead of afting vigotoully, as the cafe required; 
applauded themfelves for then: fuccefs, arid 
bleffed their good fortune. The king gained 
l*eath, and leifure was given him to provide 
for the moft immediate wants of his^army. 

Not to be unjuft in otir judgment, we think 
ourfehres obliged to ftate the reafons aliegcd by 
general Soltikow to colour his inaftrvity. When 
j^reffed by marfhal Daun to purfue his opera- 
tions with ardour, he replied — -^^ I have done 
^^ enough. Sir, for one year; I have gained 
*^ two viftories, which have coft Rufiia twenty- 
*^ fev^ thoufand men. I only wait till you (hall 
** in Kke manner have gained two battles, and 
** I will then begin anew. It is not juft that 
*^ the troops of my fovereign flfiould a6t fingly.'^ 

The Auftrians had fome difficuhy to prevail 
on him to pafs the Oder at Frankfort, which he 
did only on condition that Haddick ftiouid re- 
main in his poft at Mulrofe. This motion of 
the Ruffians made the king change his pofition* 

D He 

Hifi. Sev. r^ars JTar. Vol, II. 
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He marched lirft to M^elkz, and then tt 
purftenwalde, where he was qiafter of the paflagc 
of the Spree, which was an important objeA 
under the prefent drcumftances. The troops 
pf the circles had lately taken Torgau and Wit- 
tenberg; it was to be feared they would march 
for Berlin ; and die fame was to be apprehended 
from general Haddick : he need but proceed 
along the Spree, by which river his march 
would be covered, while Soltikow might have 
kept the army of the king from advancing, or 
affording hipi any impediment. 

The affairs of Pruffia were fo defperate that 
it would have been difficult to have adted with 
wifdom, and conformable to rule; but, a? it was 
jieceffary to be prepared for whatever might hap- 
pen, the king determined to facrifice the lail 
man rather than fuffer the. enemy to feize oa 
JBerlin with impunity, jfie propofed to attack 
the firfl who fhould approach, better , pleafed 
to perifh, fword in hand, than to be confumed 
by a flow fire. The king's embarraffment was 
increafed by the approach of marfhal .Daun, 
He marched and encamped at Triebely apd had 
a conference with general Soltikow at Guben. 
Prince Henry could not prevent the junftion of 
the Aufbians and Ruflians, nor could he im- 
pede the detachments they fjiould pleafe to fend 

againft 
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ttgainil tlie king;' it remained widi' mar&al 
X^un to chooi^ which of thefe modes he (hould 
purfue; they were alike fatal; Aflfeirs however 
took a more Ikvours^ble.turfi than could have 
been hoped: neichdk- all the gdod nor all the 
evil that may t>e imagbed happens^ 

No fooher had the king quitted Sileiia thanr 
affairs ther6 affumed a new fece.^ De Ville 
was perfuaded Fouquct could not pitevent him 
from* penetrating into Silefia. He did not in« 
deed attempt to force the pafles of Landfhut^ 
but he took the road to Friedland> where^ as 
we fliall immediately fee, it was not thought pros- 
per to dirow any impediments in his way. Dc 
Vilie pe&ceahlj difcended into the plains of 
SchweidDit2. On thi^' Foui}uet fent detach-* 
Ihents to Friedland and Conradfwalde, through 
which thte Atkftriiiis Wefe obliged to obtain 
provifions. Th^y foOh Wantfed fubfiftence, and 
de Ville wte Under the neceflSity of returning into 
Bohemia and of attacking the pod of Conradf- 
walde, where he was repulfed with the lofs of 
thirteen hxmdred m^n and 4ll his baggage. 
He thought himfelf h^ppy after this> by march- 
ing through by-roads, to regain Braunau. 

Marfhal Daun had quitted MarckUifa and 
matched to Priebus. Prince Henry, not wil- 
ling to lofc fight of him, repaired to Sagan, and 
D a thence 
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tfheace detached Ziethea td $(H3Iu, the mc^C 
doiely to obferve the enemy. IfxeBkd by ^ 
Ruifians to ad, the mailhal propo&d to tsl;^ 
^s corps- For this purpofe J«j m«'di^ tWQ 
cohimns to the right and kft of the Prufliftm* 
Thefe columns were covorcd by g«ftt wpgii^ 
and were to join at a defile between Sorsai and 
Sagan> and cut off the retneat of Zietheiu Tht 
projed failed : Ziethen m^ a timely n^txant 
to the army of his royal highnefs, wicho^it fof. 
Bering any lois. I'rinte Henry w;as niot in d 
fitu^tion of (naking any attempts :u^oa' the' Au4 
ftrians; to kizacd a battle was mo»thiAfivxsr 
dangerous^ after the lo(s of two ^n the lame year^ 
His conftant eifi^ts wwe.to ki0e|; madlbi Daun 
and the RufllaAS #s &r a3 poff^c Scom t&^ i^«^ 
V>rate ^f 5J?md«ibQyjrg; t<> filfoft j^^oh Jm 
4u>\:^t the beft e^cpedi^nt woidd be-fiO. defttoy 
the magazines th^t the epeitjy hftd in .tl^^ir i:e^4 
This he executed with all poffible ctbiliQr ^^ 
celerity. He left Sagan, and mairdbecj. through 
L^uban to GorUtz* Hither de ViUe had h^ftily 
repaired, whom the prince feigning to attack, 
the Auftrian genietgj, become taoadd after thd 
affair gf Conradf^Yalde, retired to Reijchenbach. 
This was what th? prince wifhdl, and he imme- 
diately feat a detachment into Boheniia, thafi 
whined the magazine, tppertaining to the enemy, 

4 . at 
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Kt 66hmillhfrle(^tid. Another corps marched 
dirou^ Ziftau to Gabtfl, there took fix hun- 
dred men 11^0 had been left in ^rrifon, and 
deftroyed &e moft confide^ubie m^azine of the 
Auftriam* 

Thii fortuhite expedition occafioned marlhal 
Dsim to take a retrograde motion; and^ had 
not the city of Drefden previoiifly furrendered, 
rfie ImperialBfe would have been obliged to re- 
turn into Bohemia ; but the redu<9:it)n of that 
capital pift them in poffeflion of the grand 
ikK^zines cofiefted there by the Pruffians, 
and enabled them to ^labli£h themfelves at 
Bautzen* 

The departure oT the Auftrian army, and thi 
wantoffbrag6 among theRuflians, occafioned 
thee latter tor abandon JFrankfortj march into 
|jufatia, aid etwamp at Lieberofe. The army 
of the king followed them through Bceflcow, 
and tlienw advinced tq Waldau. (jeneral Had- 
ikky on bis maft-ch fot that city, fell back on 
theapi)ro«cH of the Pruflians, which permitted 
the king to take an advantageous pofition be- 
hind the marihes, b^ which he cut off the fub- 
fcft^aice that the Ruffians wire to receive from 
Liubben, and other Neighbouring places. Dref- 
den M^aS at this time bcfieged, although the 
Irepc^es wei^ not? opened. Thither his majefty 
Pj feat 
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fpnt a detachment under general \Y\infch* This 
able officer furprifed Torgau on his march, and . 
4rnved before Prefdeu the very day that. the 
gqvernpr Schmettau figncd the capitulation. It 
would be fuperfluous to criricife the conduft of 
a man who furrendered a city in which no breach 
Ijad been made, and before which no trenches 
l?ad \>ctn opened. 

Finding his prefence ufelefs here, Wunfch 
Feturned to Torgau, whither the troops of the 
empire had marched to retake tfte tQW|i. Wuiifch 
p^flfed thp Elbe with ^ handful of men, glided 
^mpng the vineyards, and thence fell onthe troops 
of the circles, beat them, carried the whole campi^ 
and pvjt therp to flight. Qn receiving this news 
|he king feat Finck thither, with a reinforce-* 
mentof teji battalions and twenty fquadrbns; 
^nd the generals jointly advanced a§ far as 
Meiffen. 

TJiefe trifling checks occafioncd general Had-f 
dick tQ be recalled from the army of the Ruf- 
fians, who traverf<?d I^ufatia, pafled the Elbe at 
Drefden, and in conjunction with the troops of 
the circlp3 immedi^itply marched to attafck get 
peral Finclf. A p^rty of A^jftrijuiS aflaikd 
Wunfch, who wa$ pofted at Sii^beneichen, near 
Meiflen. Their main body paflfed th^ Tripfchc 
at jVIunzich^ and prefented thenj^lyes l^(qr^ 

th^ 
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the right flank of Finck. The latter did not * 
hcfitate ; he attacked the enemy, was viftorious, 
and took fome cannon with fix hundred pri- 
foners* Nor was Wunfch lefs vigilant, but in 
like manner repulfcd the aflailants with lofs, 
and Haddick was obliged to fly to Drefden. 

While general Finck made this progrefs in 
Saxony (September) Soltikow was marching 
for Silefia, through Sommerfeld and Chriftian- 
fladt. This it was neceflary to prevent, that 
the open country might not be rained, nor any 
place X)fftrength befiegcd. For this reafon the 
king inclined to Sagan, where he was near 
coming up with four Auftrian regiments, that* 
Campitelli was leading to the fuccour of the 
Ruffiaas. At Sagan (the 21ft) he regained a 
communication with prince Henry, to whom 
he imparted the-advantages lately obtained by 
Finck, and of ^wMm he demanded reinforce- 
ments to reinftate in part the detachments he 
had fent into Saxony, and agaiiift the Swedes ; 
charging him at the fame time to gain the Elbe, 
and join Finck, that he might attempt by all 
poffible means to recover Drefden. 

The king marched to Neufbedtel, and an^ 

ticipated the Ri^ffians. General Solttkbw then 

thought of Glogau, and propofed to occupy thi 

jieights of Baune« The king osttmarched- him 

P4 once 
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oace more. The cqlumns of the enemy's -ivmyi 
feeing the place occupied^ baked at Beutben^ 
bvrt without crefting th^ir tei^s* Tins m2|de 
it imagined they intended to Attack th? Pruflians. 
on the day following^ and the; night wa^ pafledi 
under arms. The general? of th^ enemy wcr«5 
fecn reconnoitring zf, day-brea^c. Th^ king 
fcarcely had twenty thoufand men in his «unpi 
they were it is true well polled, but the mcnaory 
of haviiig been twice beaten by the Ruffons wai 
recent. Thefp were confiderations ipto which th^ 
-generals of the en?my did not ent^r; tlupy re-^ 
tired to tlieir army, and their tc|its w^? i^n, 
after ereded. 

Prince Henry ai^d general Fouquet having 
^ch fent a reinforccmcntf ^to the king, thefe 
troops, airiy^ on tJbe morrow after his ca^p 
l^ad thus been redonnoitred; wd wf re pc^^ 
and entrenched ajt tinkift:litorf> on theba^s of 
the Od^. The tvro arEpieatraaquiUy tomained 
in their camps. The Ayftrian corps; howar<rf 
was encamped at the dklance of half a mile 
^om^ the B^u/]fon &rmy j ami it w^ perhaps; the 
more eafy to.b^ftt tfefe troops before genfer^ 
Scdtikow could fend, them any fizcc^our, bccaufe 
jhey y^m^ v?hOli5D:!ofafupportcd; Acccardingly 
$bis- ]^oj^> tfo^bicth* Thither the kii% 
marc|ic4 dj^iag^t^c rii^ bf the firft of Qr£b* 

1 ber. 
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l^cr. He fouad an empty camp) and took only 
feme ftragglers, who related that tivc whote 
army had pafled the Oder at Caroktb that very 
ivig^t. Oa approaching this rivers a faeayj 
eaiuionading was heaM ; and it was with extreme 
lurpriie perceived that the rear-goard of tho 
RiilSans was wkh their itrtiUery deftroying the 
bridge they bad crdSed* 

By this, motion the left fhore (^ the Oder wa« 
in fafbcj; but, as it was necefiary to cover th^ 
right> the kio^ marched the army l# Glog^ 
Here tert battalions and thirty fquadrons pafled 
the Oder, and took poflron a height to cover 
the place : the main arn^y encamped near the 
worksi Sokikow chofe a pofidon at Kutlau. 
There were daily ikirmifbes between the htiflars 
and coflacks, in which the Pruffians had the 
advantage^ SliU it coottaued to hap^n that 
jhe rapid maxchts of the king bcfcafioned the 
premedidated nteafuits of the K.ui&n& to &H ; 
they forfook the vicinage of Glogftu, aaid toc^ 
the road tq Quraaii, which leads to Freyftack. 
One of their coliunns, which pafled near the 
Pru0ian$r reti^^jchments, wa» cannoiladedi bxhSl 
thi^ lear^giiard was hantffixi; wUlr tl*^ own 
army of the king decamped and marched (<» 
the 7th) for 'Kdbej;u.„ As pontoons were wanting 
|a ipa& the Odeit,. theA Mieoe fuppUed b^r €he«* 

Yalws^ 
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fbt fi^tciptl iflreo^ of : his deiachmeht a)iM 
fifted, vTctc ukfca; On tf» cVe of hii liiifi 
Cc^Uno^ be. reCeivoda tetCkrfrbm oxarflial DavUiy 
wfiiicii ilfjbftned him hef ii|ig;ht reft without f^ary 
aSbfeedJlfact tHfe niaii&ial would giftr 21 good ^« 
Ctrant pf pfioce Heiirjw 

- After this. ctxpcdiwon^ frfe rojpal highne© di- 
. icfted ;hi3 intrbh to Elfterwerda. TWe fitOTtidi* 
€§ affairs Jcqmrdd the-Pruflians fhould forin sm 
inteedi&ti juiidiofi at Meifleti ; but the bridge 
^fgg the. Elbe was dcftroyc'd, and therS were 
Wfi^ lagans of I'ebull^ag in wkk fuffident hoftd^r 
This occafioned the prince to crofs the. Elbe it 
Ter^u^ Which ih the meafc tiin^was pafiei^ by 
tearfiial JHub it Drefdcik (Qe[ober)v The ht^ 
•or advanced towwd MeifCsn; Flndo^ tsoii feH 
\M toxefift IriA, retired to Torgan> whcr^ Bo 
^0tiJe4 pnm^i Henry. Qn< tiro 4*/ the PruC» 
l^abS) tobk tbai^pc^^ni of StmUa^;. thai Kxj&nkai 
i M miitd [v^^ thrinjr rail (im^uiipe^ befWee^ 
Kkffii) and^ ^bk^y ei^iniUiig b^ dec^cdfiHefivs 
tbBaUlds^ Hub^tlbirrg;, a^d^ ^pinm^ I^Imi 
praure:Hitd plaiced a^ndlfb k§ t&^hiUra^ $(^ld4 
«iikih wiai^(»&lfg!d'td>j^^ for^ ^ 

-Tot^ate. . 1Chisnofc<afidri<^|i|*feBiftftHlfe ft»^ cfc* 
rtar; aMh^ mai^hed M^lartiiy td'Ti^fgau- Cl*« 
a«tb)iixil cover th^ di^iH ^i Jii§ ^AM^mH, 
-.-jii Warihal 
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Marlhal Dtun immediately followed as fiur as 
8d[gern« Though th^ prince had litde to festf 
for his pofitbn,. which wbm fufficiently good, he 
(till had reafon to be attentivic ta what was pat^ 
fing on his right. To this effed he ftnt Rebcti^ 
tifck tt> Dubtn, that lie might obferve an^ 
attempt of die enemy in that quarter. In efibfii 
the purpo(e of marihal Daun was to turn the 
canftp of his royal l^ghQeTs $ and he therefore 
4ctached the duke d'Aremberg to Dotettfch, 
with twenty-fiic batt^ioife, and fix regiments ti 
-cav^ry. The pnnce cauftd th*5 new camp tt 
the enemy to he -examined? and, as it was 
judged diflkuk of approach, he fent Wuofch 
with a detachment to reinforce Rebendfc^' 
Wjunfck pafled the £lbe at Torgau, repaflfed^itl 
atWdtceaUtrg, and joined Rd>ent^ch as^Bk^ 
iold^ whither he had petiimed. 

Diiiktisfied with the vicinity of the duk# 
d^Areinberg, who was upon his fla^k^ ^^ 
prince left hia camp at the head of fifteen: bais^ 
talionl and as many fquadrons. He anrriai it* 
Pretfch, precifcly when the enemy was on Ae 
march for EHiben. The duke d^Arertiberg wisr 
at once attacked by Rebentifch and his rojalt 
highnefs. The rear- guard of the Imperfaliftsi* 
fifteen hundred flrcng, was taken ; with gene- 
ral Gemmingen, the commander* 

This 
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This check having (haken the refolution c(f 
the Auftriansi marftial Dauii fell back, on thft 
fourth of November^ behind ^hc Ketzerbach) 
where he took ^ pofition between Zehten and 
Lomatfch; and prince Henry advanced to 
Hernftein^ where he was joined by . general 
Hulfen* 

The iUn€fs 6£ the king, which, had de|Juned 
b^m fome time at Glogau, prevented hi^ arrival 
in the camp before the i jtb* He had cro0ed 
jLufatia with an efcort of eight hvindred men } 
fais weaknefs howevexj which (till was great^ 
did not permit him to a6t The prince had 
detached Finck to NpiTen, by which he turned 
the pofition of the enemy. Maxihal Daun did 
m>t ftand hi$ ground, but quitted the Ketzcr*^ 
bdCh, ai|d encamped near Drefden, from the 
Windberg to the bottom of Plauen* Wedel 
ijnmediately advanced^ feized on Meiflbi, and 
lughly infulted the rear-guard of the Impe* 
xialifts on its retreat. The king*s army en* 
camped on the iame day at Schlettau ; and 
Dierecke, who held the other (hore of the Elbe^ 
marched with his detachment for Zehaila. Tb» 
Pruffians on the morrow moved to Wilfdruf } 
and Ziethen, advancing to Keifelfdoif^ wat 
enabled jnore nearly to obferve the foe# 

The 
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The imsfbrtunesf of thckitig^ durii:^ thii 
campaignj might in ^ patt have been. T^paired, 
by recovering Drefdcn; which was an olgeiSk 
the more at heart becaufe that jthe pofleffioa 
of Dresden fecurtd winter quarters^ and g^vc 
the Aufhians perpetual apprehenfions for Bck 
hernia. The pofition of marlhal Daun being 
imprt^ablc, as well frona the ftecp rocks that 
defended bis left as from the in\mdatioiu that 
covered his rights there was no expedient but 
that of turning the enemy by detachmeofis-; 
which, by throwing obftacles in the way^of the 
convoys of provifions^ and facilitating incvirfioiis 
into Bohemia^ mi^t oblige him to abaodoii 
Drefdcn* 

To attain this end, Finck was detached tp 
Freyberg ; ; from which he iadvanced to Dip* 
poldifw^da, and afterward took pblt at Maxenf 
He even, fent Wunfch as fer as the d^fife rf 
Dohna. A column of the troops xrf* the enipiiEC^ 
apparently ignorant that the Prufikns were in 
thefe countries, imprudendy advanced, wa$ 
beaten, and loft four hundred men. Kleift at th^ 
£une time entered Bohemia with his huflars, and 
conmxitted ravages toward Topljta, Dux, and 
Auffig, whence he brought numerous prifoners*. 
. Marfhal Daun impatiently fuffered infuln 
Kke thefe, and efpecially the pofition taken by 
general Finck. Brenuno was difpatched by 

him 
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Urn to Dippoklifwaldk^ and dns was the (ighdl 
on which Findt dught to have letired. Hk 
orders were to attack every feeble corps he (hould 
fiind^ but to retreat at die' approtcli al fuperidr 
force. He very tinfeaTonably confided in die 
ftrength of his poft> which woidd have' -been 
tcderable^ liad hh numbers beeii fu^cienr to fill 
ki but his fecurity was his deftrui93on ; for he 
had only garftiftied ibme hilk wkh bis iirfantry, 
and had confided one of the principal of thcfe 
1x31s to the Gerfdorf huffars, as if cavalry was 
capable of defending pdb. Marfiial Daun^ fafe 
on his efcarpcment of the Windberg, and be^ 
hindhisitmndationof Friedcrichftadt, detached 
forty thoufand men to attack the corps of Pruf- 
fians^ (b ill poAed at Maxen. 

The king rec^ved no inf(»tna*ion <^ th» 
manoeuvre ; but, having learnt that the corpls 
of ftpentano had marched to Dippoldifwalda, he 
fent general Hulfea with eight thoufand men'to 
diltodge the enemy, and to maintain the com- 
municatibn between the army «id dte eorps at 
Maxen. Scai^cely wiw Hulfen arrived at Btp- 
poWifwalda before lie learnt the event tliat fo 
lately had happened. Finck, on the mom^ 
ing of the aoth, had been attacked by the 
Auftrians. Some difcharges of artillery dif- 
lodged, Gerfdorf from the poft he defended, 
which was feited by the infimtry of the enemy> 

and 
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atid fupplied with cannon that played on the 
fiank of Finck, while the main army attacked 
him in front. Some regiments of Pruffian in- 
fantry were deficient in their duty; the foe 
carried a height they occupied ; the Pruffian 
cavalry made fome ill-timed and ill-direfted 
charges, and were as frequently repulfed. The 
Auftrians fet fire to the village of Maxen, 
which divided the line of Finck. This threw 
the troops into diforder : confufion was com- 
municated to the remainder, and the field of 
battle was precipitately abandoned. During 
their panic, they haftened to Dohna, where 
Wunfch had repulfed the army of the empire, 
in defpite of all its efforts. Had the Pruffian 
generals preferved but the leaft (hadow of un- 
derftanding, afi:er their late difaller, they might 
have retrieved their ill conduft with honour. 
They had only to take the road to Glafliutte, 
which led through Frauenberg to Freyberg ; or 
(hould this road, which they knew, appear to 
be too near the enemy, they had but to pafs 
through Giefliubel in Bohemia, by which they 
might regain Saxony, either through Einfiedel, 
Afch, or by the Bafberg ; bui fo great was their 
confternation at defeat that, Wunfch excepted, 
they loft all recolledion. 

E Oa 

Hifi. SiV. rears JFar. Vol. II. 
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On the morrow they were turned by marfhal 
Daun. Wunfch cndcavdured to force his way 
with the cavalry. Finck and his colleagues, 
having a greater affcdtion for their baggage than 
their fame, forbade him all hoftilities. Thefc 
generals had the wcaknefs to capitulate with the 
enemy and to lay down their arms. The corps 
that fo (hamefuUy furrendered was fixteen bat* 
talions and thirty-five fquadrons flrong. 

On the news of this humiliating, . this fatal, 
affair, general Hulfen retired from Dippoldif- 
lyalda to Freyberg, where he was joined by the 
huffars of Kleift, returning from their expedition 
into Bohemia. Proud of his fuccefs, marfhal 
Daun, fome days after, at the head of his van- 
guard, approached the advanced pofts of the 
army of the king. By this he intended to put the 
countenance of the Pruflians to the teft : he faw 
them in order of battlej well polled, and dif- 
pofed to give him a proper reception, ftiould he 
wifti to bring on an aftion^ This reconnoitring 
occafioned a hot cannonade, after which the 
Auftrians returned to their camp. 

Some time after, the king repaired to. Frey- 
berg, taking thither a reinforcement for gene- 
ral Hulfen, where he made arrangements for 
the protedtion of the troop*. He found a good 
pofition for the corps that was to remain at that 

place. 
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J>lacc. The Mulde, which runs between crag- 
ged rocks, covered its front : there were pnly 
three paffes over that river, all of which were 
ftone bridges, and behind thefe ftrong bodies 
of infantry were placed. To increafe difficulty 
the bridges were heaped with faggots, leaving 
a paflage for a horfeman to pafs on the fcout ; 
thefe faggots were mingled with combuftibles, 
that were to be fet in flames on the approach of 
the enemy, fo that paflage was impoflible>. 

Inflated by fuccefs, the Auflxians began to 
imagine diemfelves invincible. Maquire (or 
Macguire), who commanded at Dippoldifwalda 
(December), approached with fixteen thoufand 
men, with baggage and whatever follows a 
corps that in times of peace fliould march to 
change a garrifon, jo eflablifli himfelf at 
Freyberg. He imagined the Pruflians would 
not wait till he came up, but immediately retire. 

He grounded this fuppofition on fome mo- 
tions which Beck was ordered to make toward 
Torgau^ but the king had been provident : he 
had fent troops for the defence of the town. 
Neither could this motion caufe any great in- 
quietude, fince general Beck appeared on the 
right (hore of the Elbe, and Torgau is on the 
left, confequently could not be taken by a fiege 
begun on that fide. The only gain of Maquire 
E 2 Was 
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was the fatigue of a march; he found the Pruf- 
fians in order of battle, on the bai^ks of the 
Mulde; and, after fome voUies of artillery, re- 
turned to Dippoldifwalda, where he fixed his 
quarters. 

Severe as the feafon was, the two armies re- 
mained encamped. They were barracked, and 
took the beft accommodations poffible, under 
fuch circumftances, to refift the cold; fo in- 
flexibly obftinate were both parties not to cede 
a foot of ground. The Pruflians as we have 
faid had a poft at Zehaila. Hitherto this de- 
tachment had been in fecurity, by a bridge of 
communication over the Elbe; a fudden froft 
came on, and obliged the Pruflians to retire: 
the ice covered the river in flakes, but it was 
not yet fet and compadt. Beck feized the mo- 
ment (the 3d) to attack the Pruflians with a 
numerous corps. General Dierecke caufed his 
cavalry to crofs at Meiflen and the half of his 
infantry, but wanted time to fave the reft. Beck 
fell on him with his whole force, and afi:er a 
bloody refiftance the brave Dierecke and his 
three battalions were made prifoners by the Au- 
ftrians. This was the laft misfortune the Pruf- 
fians fuffered during the prefent year. 

Not all thefe lofles could prevent the king 
from making new attempts to drive the Auftrians 

out 
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out of Saxony. He demanded fomc fuccoiyrs 
from prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick ; and, to- 
ward the end of December, the hereditary 
prince arrived at Freyberg, with a corps of 
twelve thoufand men. The king left thefc 
troops behind the Mulde (January 1760), to 
defend his rear, and marched immediately to 
Dippoldifwalda. All the detachments of the 
enemy belide the Wilde-WeiftritE, Pretfchen- 
dorf, and Frauenberg, were diflodged, and h«5 
own troops were there cantoned. Marftial Daun 
on this fent fuccour to Dippoldifwalda> where 
Maqyire threw up enitr^iichments, and erefted 
batteries. To attack this pofl: in front, it was 
neceflary to march by a narrow road, hollowed 
in the rock, and p file off befide two batteries 
of the enemy. This therefore was abandoned as 
impradicable. There ftill were two roads to 
turn the poft, the one leading through Ramnau 
to Poffendorf ; and this certainly would have 
been the beft, had not the enemy cautioufly 
placed eight battalions at the defile which muft . 
be freed to gain the height: the latter, that 
which leads through Glalhutte. This was a 
defile of a mile long, through pafles between 
hills, and ending at the foot of a rock where 
.Maquire had placed his left. The road was 
filled by the fnow which, falling from the fl:eeps, 
had there accumulated. Artillery could not 
E 3 pafs. 
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pafs, and the infantry itfelf with difliculty, evea 
had there been no foe for its defence. After 
well examining the ground, and difcuffing pro- 
babilities, it appeared evident that to attempt 
any thing further againft the Auflrians, in a 
feafon fo rigorous, was inipoffible. The envi^ 
rons therefore were dripped of forage and fub- 
fiftence (the 12 th) that the enemy might not 
keep any eonfiderable corps there during winter, 
after which the king repaired to Freyberg. 

The army of Wilfdruf entered into clofe can- 
tonments in the villages neareft the camp; the 
tents however were left ftanding, and fix bat- 
talions, that were relieved daily, there kept 
guard. The Auftrians did the fame in their 
camp at Plauen; and perhaps this is the firft 
example, among the moderns, of two armies, 
fo near each other, keeping the field during fq 
hard a winter. Toward the end of January, 
the hereditary prince, finding no laurels to reap 
in Saxony, returned into Weftphalia to rejoin 
the army of the allies. 

After having related the principal events of 
^his difaftrous campaign, we have juft to notice 
the conduft of the Swedes in Pomerania, and 
the Uckerane March. While there were troops 
to oppofe them their progrefs was eafily re- 
ftrained. So imperfedly were their meafures 

taken 
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taken that they had neither ovei^s nor chefts for 
the bread and flour, and only fublifted by the 
quotas they exaded from the countries where 
they were in force. From this negligence to 
what was indifpenfable in war the greateft in- 
conveniences refulted; for the only care of the 
Pruffian generals who oppofed the Swedes was 
to impede their quotas, and thus the enemy, 
who only fubfifted from day to day, was immc-^ 
diately obliged to retreat, and approach their 
frcMitiers, when fuch fubfiftence failed. 

In the beginning of the year, immediately 
after the departure of count Dohna, Manteufel 
liad the command againft the Swedes j and 
though he had very few troops he maintained 
his ground till the month of September, when 
the unfortunate battle of Kunerfdorf obliged the 
king to recal him, that he might rejoin the 
jarmy. The retreat of this detachment was the 
epocha of the progrefs of the Swedes. They 
direftly proceeded to Anclam, Demmin, and 
Uckermundt . Count Ferfen, their commander 
for that year, embarking at Stralfund, pafled at 
the head of three thoufand men into the ifle of 
Ufedom, and attacked the city of Swinemunde, 
defended by militia. The garrifon retired into 
the ifle of WoUin, and the town was taken. 
Swinemundcr-Schanze foon after furrcndercd to 
E* thf 
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the Swedes. A few provincial huflarsi wha 
happened to be at Stetin, were fent by the 
prince of Bevcrn to Pafewalk, where the Swedes 
had a poft. The officer who led thefe huffars, 
named Stulpnagel, furprifed the Swedes, aad 
took two hundred prifoners, a greater number 
than that of which he was the leader. 

Ferfen immediately pafled into the ifle of 
WoUin, and took the town of that name, with 
the fix hundred militia by whom it was defend- 
ed. The Swedes again took poflcffion of Prenz- 
low; but, as at this period the king had entered 
Lufatia, he detached Manteufel with the men 
who after the battle of Kunerfdorf had lately 
left the hofpitals of Stetin; adding the volim-! 
teers of Hordt, the dragoons of Meinicke, and 
the huffars of Belling. This formidable corps 
immediately changed the face of affairs. Man- 
teufel detached fome few hundreds to the rear of 
the enemy, who took* the garrifon of the Swedes 
at Demmin, .and their military chcft. The 
Swedifh army inftantly retired, repaffed the 
Peene at Anclam, and took up its quarters in 
Swedifh Pomerania; whither, to give them the 
alarm, Manteufel feveral times fent the huffars 
of Belling, who enafted a capital part on this 
fmall theatre. 

Weary of the frequent difturbap^re they pie? 
from the Pruffians, ;he Swedes attempted to 

fur- 
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furprife the town of Anclam. They attacked 
the fuburb by night, and a free battalion which 
was there for its defence was thrown into difor- 
der. Manteufel haftened from the town, but 
|:he darknefs was fo great that, inftead of the 
free battalion which he meaqt to join, he fell 
^mong a party of Swedes, who made him pri- 
foner: but the Pruffian garrifon, not fatisfied 
with repulfing, took a hundred and fifty of the 
Swedes. This was the Uft adion that happened 
during that year in Pomerania. 

Thus, after a campaign fo fatal to the arms 
pf the king, he ftill found himfelf in pofleffion 
of all the ground he had occupied during the 
preceding winter; Drefden and the fort of 
Peenamunde e^fceptpd. Fouquet, who had 
cfcorted Laudon into Moravia, had returned 
to Landfliut. The Pruflian army in Saxony 
extended from Wilfdruf to ^^yickau• A forps 
of cavalry remained ^t Cpfsdprf, to pover Tor- 
gau and the eleftorate of Brandepbourg; and, 
after a fucceffion of misfortunes fo continued, 
affairs were ftill in a much better ftate than 
could have been expedled. The regiment of 
carabineers at Zeitz indeed loft a hundred and 
fifty men by furprife, but winter gave time to 
^-epair this lofs ; and, in the pofition we have 
defcribed, the armies mutually \vaited th^ ap- 
proach of fpring, to decide the fortune of war 
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CHAP, XL 

The Winter of 1 759 io i j&o. 

A N event this year happened which welj 
^^ might have been prodiidive of great 
changes in Europe, but which was not. The 
king of Spain died without leaving iffue. The 
kingdom by right defcended to his brother don 
Carlosj king of Naples; concerning this there- 
fore there could be no difpure, but conteft might 
reafonably be cxpefted for the throne of Naples. 
At the peace of Aix la Chapclle, it had been 
ftipulated by France, Auflria, and England, 
without confuking the kings of Spain and 
Naples, that, when don Carlos iliould facceed 
his brother on the throne of Spain, the youngeft 
of the brothers, don Philip duke of Parma, 
Ihouid become king of the two Sicilies. The 
king of Naple!5 paid no refped: to tliis treaty, 
againft which he had formally protefted, but 
regulated the fuccefllon as he thought proper- 
His eldeft fon, who was an idiot, was declared 
incapable of government; the fecond was an- 
nounced prince of Afturias; and the third king 
of the two Sicilies, By this arrangement don 
Philip remained duke of Parma, which dutchy 
did not revert to the emprefs queen. 

Lef| 
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Lefs fubje6ts have caufed a hundred wars in 
purope; a,nd diough it did not then occafion 
^ny, this muft not be attributed to the mod?-? 
f ation of the emprcfs queen, for that is a virtue 
fcldom poffeffed by fovercigns, but to prefent 
f ircumftances, to the war already kindled, to 
violent hatred, and the moft ardent defire of re* 
covering Silefia, a province of much greater 
importance than the dutchies of Parma and Pla^ 
cenza. The emprefs queen and the king of 
Sardinia, who alfo loft fome advantages, diflem- 
]51ed daeir difcontent. France negopated a 
marriage between the archduke Jofeph and the 
daughter of the duke of Parma. It was agreed 
to leave the affairs of Italy in fufpenfe, till Ger- 
many fliould be at peace, and France as media-* 
;rix promifed that all daims ftiould then be 
jfatisfied. 

The king was a.ttentiye to the revolutions of 
Italy: nothing could be more advantageous to 
him than a diverfion in Lombardy, either againft 
the king of France or the emprefs queen. That 
he might know what he had to exped, he fent 
Cocceji, his aid du camp, to the court of Turin, 
to found the king of Sardinia. This aged and 
pow fuperftitiou? prince had loft that warlike 
inflind: which had infpired his youth, * and had 
|ieither the wilh nor the will again to. become 

adtive. 
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aftive. He was ftill more reftrained by the pre- 
fent ftate of his affairs than by age and devotion. 
Deprived of allies, efpecially fince a union had 
taken place between France and Auftria, he 
would have had to combat the Auftrians, French, 
Spaniards, Neapolitans, and the troops of Parma* 
This was what he dreaded. The want of har- 
mony between thefe princes, and the little prof- 
peft of uniting them, occafioned all hopes frpn> 
that quarter to vani(h» 

This fruitlefs attempt did not prevent many 
offers being made. War daily became more 
difficult to fuftain, and danger more apparent. 
However favourable to the Pruflians fortune 
might be, it was impoflible but that, being 
.obliged fo ofteH to confide in her, they muft 
fometimes be betrayed. Nothing was to be ex* 
pefted from Italy. The Porte had not hitherto 
fhewn any inclination to break with the houfe 
of Auftria. The only remaining refource was 
in thofe means which might be found to feparate 
the powers that form the grand alliance. This 
occafioned negotiations to be attempted in France 
and Ruflia; that cither of them might be de- 
tached from the court of Vienna. In conjunc- 
tion with the king of Great Britain, . Pruflia de- 
clared to every power a dcfire of conciliation, 
and the general re-eftabli(hment of peace. Prince 

Louis 
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Louis of Brunfwick was fen t to make overtures^ 
at the Hague, to the minifters of the belligerent 
powers, and England gave France affurances of 
her defire to begin negotiations that might lead 
to this falutary end. France would apparently 
be difpofed to peace, for fhe had reafon to be 
difcouraged by her late confiderable loffes. The 
Englilh had that year taken from her Guade- 
loupe, Quebec, and Niagara in Canada. The 
fquadron of de la Clue had been defeated off 
the heights of Lagos, and the fleet of Conflans 
by admiral Hawke, who. burnt feveral French 
fhips ftranded in the Vilaine. The fquadron 
of Mr. le Fort* gained a complete viftory over 
them near Mafulipatan : they loft the fort o£ 
St. David, and were vanquifliad in the Eaft, 
where the Englifh conquered their chief efta- 
blifliments in the vicinity of Pondichery, 

111 fuccefs fo continued might well difguft the 
French with a war from which they had nothing 
to hope* The two nations were however very far 
from agreeing concerning the articles that were 

* Admiral Pococke commanded in the Indian feas, and 
twice vanquifticd the French admiral d'Ache. The Englifh 
had no officer that we can find of the name of le Fort. Co- 
lonel Ford gained a victory over the French commander 
Conflans at Mafulipatan ; and perhaps the names of Ford 
^d Conflans occafioned the miftake. T. 
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to form the bafis of peace. The king was fenli» 
ble how neceffary it was to render them more 
amicable; for could this be efFefted France 
would, by a feparate peace, be detached from 
Auftria. This was laboured with the greater 
ardour, becaufe the enemy had lately declared, 
after much delay, that they accepted the pro^ 
pofals made them for the re-eftablifhment of 
peace, provided it fliould be agreed to hold a 
congrefs at Augfbourg, where each power 
might fuperintend its refpeftive interefts. Of 
all the modes which the enemies of PrufBa 
could have imagined, this was the moft tedious; 
for the princes concerned were fo numerous, 
required fo many difcuffions, and would occa<- 
fion a conflia fo great, that pretences for 
prolonging the negotiation as long as they 
fliould pleafe could never be wanting. The 
congrefs of Munfter is an example of the truth 
of this, where eight years were confumed be- 
fore the conclufion of the peace of Wcftphalia 
was effeded. 

Such a method was little fuitable to the king. 
He wifhed a quick conclufion to the reigning 
troubles : he had too many enemies to encoun- , 
ter. The court of Vienna defired they fliould 
be prolonged, for flie had many allies whofe 
afliftance promiftd conqueft. Under this fitua- 
3 tion 
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tioii of affairs, the king fent an cmiffary to 
France to found the indinations of the court of 
Vcrfailles, and to remit intelligence of what he 
fliould learn as well to the king of England as to 
the king of Pruffia. To execute this commiflion 
he made choice of a young gentleman of the 
name of EdeKheim, whofe father had eftates in 
the vicinage of Frankfort on the Maine ; an 
unconnefted perfon, who had been recom- 
mended by the court of Gotha ; confequently 
who might acquit himfelf better of this office 
than another, becaufe he was unknown, and 
could excite no fufpicion by his appearance at 
Verfailles. This young gendeman departed 
without affuming any public charafter; but was 
recommended to the bailli de Froulay, ambat- 
fador of the oi*der of Malu, in France. Edel- 
{heim was well received at Paris, and was 
given to underftand, in vague terms, that his 
negotiation depended on the manner in which 
France might with greater or lefs faciUty come 
to an accommodation with England ; but the 
miniftry, being informed that the king of 
Pruffia propofed to indemnify the king of Po- 
land at the expence of the ecclefiaftical princes 
of Germany, by fecularization, declared the 
moft Chriftian king would never give his con- 
fent. Edelfheim returned with this anfwer 
to the king, who was then at Freyberg, and 

departed 
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depirtcd thence for London, to conimuhicatd 
the intelligence to the Britifti miniftry. 

Juft on his arrival, there appeared at that . 
court another political phenomenon, that never* 
could be deciphered, who called himfelf the 
count de St. Germain. He had been in the 
fcrvice of France, and fo highly in the favour 
of Louis XV. that the monarch wifhed to give 
him the palace of Chambord. This perfon 
cnaded the part of an ambaflador, began t6 
negotiate without credentials, and fpoke injuri- 
oufly of madame de Pompadour, and the duke 
de Choifeul. The Englifti difmiffed and treated 
him as an adventurer. 

Whether or not the Englifti miniftry fufped- 
cd the count de St. Germain, whether conqueft 
had or had not inflated their hopes. Or whether 
they were or were nor diflatisfied with the de- 
claration of the French miniftry refpcfting the 
congrefs, ftill they ordered the Britifli ambaffa- 
dor at the Hague, Sir Jofeph Yorke, to inform 
M. d'Afri, the French minifter, that the king 
of Great Britain was inclined to peace, and 
would agree to affemble a particular congrefs, 
provided France would accept, as a fundamental 
article in the preliminaries, that the ftates of his 
Pruffian majefty ftiould be preferved entire. 
France repUed (he had no other wifh than to 

tre^t 
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treat with England ; but, not having been at 
war wkh Pruffia, fhe could not confound the 
interefts of that nation with thofe of England. 
With this anfwer ended thofe fmall hopes which 
had been entertained from this negotiation. 

M. von EdeUheim, who had left fome trunks 
at Paris, returned through Holland into France. 
Far from difguifing himfelf, he went immediate- 
ly to the Bailli de Froulay, on his arrival at Paris^ 
This ambaflador, perfuaded of the fincerity of the 
intentions of the king of France for the re-efta- 
bliftiment of peace, prevailed on Edellheim to 
defer his departure for fome days, that his inter* 
rupted negotiation might be renewed. How 
great was the furprife of M. von Edelftieim, on 
the morrow, to find himffif arretted by a lettrc 
de cachet, and conduced to the Baftille i 

Hither the duke de Choifeul came the fame 

day, and aflured the prifoner he could find no 

better expedient to converfe freely with him, 

widiout giving umbrage to the Auftrian ambaf- 

fador, by whom he wa* clofely watched : . he ad^- 

ded that, this place being proper for fecret nego- 

' dation, he fliould willingly detain him there for 

the benefit of more frequent conference, and thai 

he would fupply him with the means of fending 

Hs difpatches to the king with fafety and fpeed* 

F Ho 
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He afterward vented many complaints againft 
the Auftrians, who fo clofely attended his fteps; 
for, added he, Stahremberg obtains intelligence 
concerning all perfons who have been employed 
in this negotiation by the king of Pruflia : a 
courier from Vienna has juft informed him of 
every thing that paffes here. 

The purport of this indecent farce was to 
feize the papers of Edellheim, among which 
the duke hoped to find the king's inftrudions 
and projeds. He found nothing but a letter of 
credit, of which the king's emiffary had made 
no ufe. From this barren difcovery, the mi- 
nifter gained nothing but blulhes for his unjufti- 
fiable condud. M. von Edelfheim was releafed 
on the morrow, witH orders to take the route 
to Turin, and quit the kingdom. 

Perhaps it will be thought we have been too 
circumftantial in defcribing this incident. To 
this we have in part been induced by its Angu- 
larity, but more fo by the manner in which it 
charaderizes the court of Verfailles, at that 
time. We cannot but obferve with what pre- 
taution it avoided giving fufpicion to the coure 
of Vienna ; and we are eafily perfuaded of the 
fubjedion in which it was held by Auftria. 
. The king's efforts at Peterfburg had no bet- 
ter fuccefs. A gentleman of Holftein was there 

employed. 
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tmplbyed, who had not fo much as an occafion 
to explain himfelf concerning the bufinefs with 
which he was charged. He was however treated 
with more mildnefs by the Ruffians than Edel- 
Iheim had been by the French. The mind of the 
emprefs Elizabeth was too much prejudiced ind 
embittered againft the king to be difabufed with 
facility. She was governed by her favourite, 
who was governed by the court of Vienna. All 
thofe who furrounded her were at the devotion 
of France and Auftria. Flattered befide with 
the aciquifition of the kingdom of Pruffia, which 
(he confidered as annexed to Ruffia, {he would 
have imagined Ihe had loft every advantage, 
had ihe entered into the leaft negotiation with 
the king. For thefe reafons every canal Was 
clofed, by which any infinuations might reach 
her ear. 

While all poffible means were attempted, 
Denmark teftified a .propenfity to fccond the 
king. The king of Denmark dreaded the in- 
creafe of RuflGian power, and its neighbourhood 
ftill more. It was known the Ruffians were 
preparing to befiege Colberg; which, Ihould 
they take, would render them mafters of the 
whole Baltic. Oppofite as the prefent defigns 
of Ruffia were to the interefts of Denmark, the 
foture prefentcd dangers ftill greater, becaufe 

Fz qi 
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of the pretenfions of the grand duke of Ruffii 
to Schlefwic, which this prince might enforce 
when he fliould become emperor, and to which 
the bcfore*mentioncd neighbourhood would 
add facility; while if a power, like that of 
. Pruffia, were eftabliflied between Ruffia and 
Denmark, the projed of a war in Holftein 
would become almoft impoffible, to a Ruffian 
emperor, however puiflant, Conliderations fo 
grave induced the miniftry at Copenhagen to 
make fome overtures to the envoy of the king 
at that court. They began bjr offering aid for 
the defence of Pomerania^ of which offer timi- 
dity and incertitude fooii made them repent. 
Terrified at the flep they had taken, and think- 
ing only how to retreat, and break off the nego* 
tiation, without giving the king caufe of offence, 
they fet fo high a price on the proffered aid 
that they were morally certain it would not be 
accepted. 

So many eflays at negotiation, with fo much 
ill fuccefs, convinced the king that, in the pre- 
fent conjuncture, he had nothing to hope from 
the courts of Europe. Paflion wa flill too im- 
petuous, and the agitation it excited in the 
minds of men was too violent yet to be calmed. 
The king therefore only had two allies^ valour 

* and 
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.and perfeverance, by the aid of which he might 
honourably retire from a war fo difaftrous. 

Thefe cabinet intrigues had no relation to 
armies, nor did they prevent the enemy from 
forming different enterprifes during the winter. 
The Ruffians, a part of whom were quartered 
in the environs of Neuftetin, planned the fur- 
prife of the town of Schwedt, where were 
prince Ferdinand, brother of the king, the 
margrave of Schwedt, and the prince of Wur- 
temberg. Prince Ferdinand had been gone 
fome days when the citizens who mounted 
guard forgot to raife the bridge of the Oder, 
and fuffered the Coffacks to pafs and take the 
margrave and the prince of Wurtemberg in the 
palace, whom they carried with them for the 
fpace of a mile. Thefe princes gave them an 
acknowledgement of being their prifoners. The 
cmprefs of Ruffia however difapproved this a6t, 
and would not hear of ranfom. 

The war continued in Lufatia in defpite of 
winter. We have related that the king de- 
tached a corps of cavalry to Cofldorf, under 
the conwnand of Czetteritz, to obferve the mo- 
tions of Beck. The latter general attempted to 
furprife the Pruffians. Czetteritz was informed 
of his intention, and haftened to his advanced 
pofts, where he arrived juft as Beck came up 
F 3 to 
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to the attack. The guards retreated to the 
mam body, and were purfued by the enemy. 
The horfe of Czetteritz fell, and. he had the 
misfortune to be taken by the Auftrians. The 
cuirafliers of Schmettau however fell on the 
forces of Beck, beat them, and made two hun- 
dred prifoners. I fhall fpare the reader thq 
relation of numerous partifan adiqns; which 
were the confequence of the fury with which 
this war was carried on, and of the eagernefs of 
the petty officers to gain reputation. They 
were but preludes to the great events which 
were meditated by the Imperialifts and Pruf- 
lians for the enfuing campaign. 



CHAP, xir, 

The Campaign of 1760, 

^P^ H E king aflumed the command of the 
JL army in Saxony in the fpring. The mif- 
fortunes his troops had fuftained, during the 
laft campaign, obliged him to recall two regi- 
ments of dragoons from the army of the allies, 
to reinforce his cavalry. Prince. Henry was 
oppofed to the Ruffians ; the pafles of Land- 
fhut were committed to the proteftion of gene- 

ral 
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ral Fouquet ; and the prince of Wurtemberg 
commanded againft the Swedes. The ruinous 
ftate of his troops obliged him to employ them 
with great circumfpeftion. Detachments were 
little proper at prefent : a clofe war was efpe- 
cially neceflary. Tiie regiments loft at the bat- 
tle of Maxen and the aftion fought by Die- 
recke had indeed been replaced, during winter; 
but thefe were neither veterans nor troops fit for 
fervice : they were but for fhew. What might 
be effeded with a clufter of men, the one half 
Saxon peafants, the other deferters, who were 
headed by officers engaged from neceflity, and 
becaufe no better were to be obtained ? The 
regiments of infantry were indeed fo deficient 
in officers that their numbers were but as 
twelve to fifty-two, which laft was the number 
of ordinance. Still did not thefe inconveniences 
prevent aftion, for aftion was requifite. In- 
ftead of complaining of the bad ftate of the 
troops, means were taken to refift the foe with 
additional vigour. 

Laudon had received the command of the 
army deftined for Silefia, by order of the court 
of Vienna. This army was forty thoufand 
ftrong, and was to be feconded in its operations 
by the Ruffians, who were to incline along the 
Oder, as had been agreed by the two emprelTes. 
F 4 Marfbal 
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Marflial Daun, who had been continued in the 
. command of the principal army, was to affem- 
ble his troops in Saxony. This perhaps was to 
return into Silefia and conclude the conqueft of 
that province, while the prince de Dcuxponts^ 
whom he meant to leave at Drefden, was to 
clear Saxony with the troops of the circles, and 
expel the few ^ruffians that might ftill remain. 

The great number of enemies who prelTed 
the king on every fide, the plan they had 
formed to clofe and concentrate their forces 
during the campaign, the feeble ftate of his 
own army after the recent lofles he had fuf* 
fered, all led him to apprehend the coming 
year would be more fatal than the preceding 
one had been. Attempts however were made 
to reftore courage and confidence to the foldiers 
by imaginary diverfions, news of which they 
(hould foon hear, by publiftiing favourable pre- 
didions, and by every other means admiffiblc 
for the abufe of the vulgar. 

On the 25 th of April, the king entered the 
camps of Schlettau and the Katzcnhjeufer. The 
numerous villages found in this country per* 
mitted him tq put the greatefl: part of the army 
into cantonments^, and this was the firft repofe 
the men enjoyed, General Laudon, whom we 
left at Olnautz, entered Upp^r Silefia about 

the 
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the fame time. His cavalry attacked general 
Goltz, who retired to Neuftadt, that he might 
fprther retreat to Neifs. The Manteufel regi- 
ment of infantry fought during the whole march 
againft four regiments of Auftrian cavalry, who 
vainly endeavoured to make an impreffion on 
them. Laudon failed in his attempt : he left 
Draikowitz with fix thoufand men at Neuftadt, 
and took the road to Bohemia with the remain- 
der of his troops. Drafkowitz finding himfelf 
chief, was defirous of acquiring undivided fame. 
He had intelligence that a battalion of the regi- 
ment of Mofel was on the march from Land- 
fhut to Neifs. This he attacked with all his 
cavalry. The battalion defended itfelfcourage- 
oufly, fuftained no lofs, killed many of his 
men, a^d entered the fortrefs of Neifs triiun- 
phant. General Forcade, detached into Po- 
merania agaiiift the Ruffians, had advanced 
with three corps to obferve them ; that of Pla- 
ten at Schievelbein, that of Grabow at Cceilin, 
and that of Gabjenz at Greifenberg. Prince 
Henry, Svho was commander in chief of all 
thefe forces, was then at Sagan, where he 
had affembled the detachments of Goltz and 
Schmettau. He then found it convenient to af- 
fome a pofition which might better enable him 
to oppofc the plans of the Ruffians. Marching 

to 
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to Frankfort, he fent orders to Forcade to re- 
pair to Landfberg, which was the general 
rendezvous of that army. 

During the jundion of thcfe troops (May), 
Laudon traverfed the county of Glatz, and 
penetrated into Silefia with two corps ; pafling 
with one by Silberberg to Reichenbach, where 
he was joined by the other, that took the road 
of Patfchkaq. Fouquet, infornied of this mo- 
tion, imagined the enemy meant to attack 
Breflau ; he therefore quitted the paffes of 
Landfhut, and inclined to Canth. The Au- 
ftrians immediately profited by his abfence, and 
fent detachments to take pofleffioji of the pofb 
of Griflau and Landfhut. Laudon himfelf 
returned with his army into the county of Glaiz 
(June) and blockaded the town of that name. 

Fouquet, perceiving by the fudden return of 
the Auftrian troops that he had been deceived, 
n^arched back to Landfhut, where he had little 
trouble in diflodging the foe. His intention 
was to preferve the pafles of Bohemia, and 
wait a reinforcement to enter the county of 
Glatz through. Braunau, and oblige the^nemy 
to raife the fiege of the capital. He encamped 
on the hills : his right occupied that of BlafT- 
dorf, his left the Do6torberg. This ground 
to be well guarded required thrice his number 

of 
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of f roops, and he was lefs tlian ever enabled to 
occupy it after having detached general Ziethcn, 
with four battalions, to fecure his corpmunication 
with Schweidnitz, at the Zeiffenberg. 

No fooAcr \v^as Laudon informed of the pofi-* 
tion of the Pruffians, . near Landfhut, than he 
left twelve thoufand men at Glatz, to continue 
the blockade, and with the main body paffed 
through Johannefberg and Wuftengierfdorf, 
and encamped at Schwarzwalde, whence he 
diflodged the huffars of Malachowi^^y, who 
there held a poft of information. It was a fine 
opportunity of acquiring fame at fmall expence. 
Laudon, oppofed by eight thoufand Pruflians, 
came to the attack with twenty-eight thoufand 
Auftrians ; but, to make fecurity doubly fecure, 
he was determined to add ftratagem to ftrength. 

On the night of the 23d he feized on two 
heights, on which was the right of general Fou- 
quet. Thefe important hills empowered him 
to cftablifti batteries which fhould take the 
Pruflians in flank and rear. Fouquet valiantly 
defended his remaining pofl:s. After fuffering 
great loft, he perceived a column of Auftrian 
cavalry in full march to cut off* his retreat. 
On this he abandoned his hills, and formed his 
infantry into a fquare, with which he marched 
to gain the road of Bolkenhayn. His troops had 

confumed 
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confumcd almoft all their powder. The Au-^ 
ftrian cavalry attacked, and was feveral times 
repulfed. After a noble and generous defence, 
the fquare was broken by the enemy. Fouquet 
received two wounds ; and, with the greateft 
part of his troops, was taken. He had defend- 
ed himfelf from two in the morning to ten in 
the forenoon ; and, far from fuffering in his re- 
putation, fo long and fo well eftabliflied, it 
was increafed by this aft of bravery, which 
furniflied an example of what valour and forti- 
tude may effeft againft numbers, be their fu- 
periority what.it may. This battle may beft be 
compared to that of Leonidas at the ftreights of 
Thermopylae ; the fate of both was nearly the 
fame. 

The whole corps was not taken : the Gcrf- 
dorf huifars and the dragoons of Platen cut their 
way through the enemy, and efcaped with fif- 
teen hundred foot, whom tliey brought to Bref- 
lau. General Ziethen after this misfortvme 
quitted the Zeiflenberg, and threw himfelf into 
Schweidnitz, to avoid a fate fimilar to that of 
Fouquet. The Auftrians made a barbarous ufe 
of viftory, and pillaged the town of Landfliut, 
by order of the generals, who applauded their 
exceffes and cruelties. The favage and furious 
z foldier. 
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foldier, encouraged in crimes and robberies, 
ipared none but the ugly and the poor. * 

The firft news the king received in Saxpny 
was that of the blockade of GlatE. This 
but added to his prefent embarraffment. It 
was as painful to abandon that^ place, which is 
a kind of key to Silefia, as it was impoffible to 
afford it aid. After the lofs of that fortrefs, it 
might be expefted that the defiles of Silefia and 
Bohemia no more could be held ; for the Au-^ 
ftrians, once matters of the paffes of Silberberg 
and Wartha, might fall ypon the rear of the 
troops that fliould occupy the hills; and no 
pofition proper to cover that province would 
any longer remain. To quit Saxony would be 
equally dangerous. Should the king repair to 
Silefia, with a part of his forces, thofe that 
ftiould remain in Saxony would riik defl:ru<5tion, 
from the great fuperiority of numbers among 
the Imperialifts. 

It therefore appeared that nothing better 
could be imagined than to a6t fo as, by under- 
taking to march into Silefia, the king might 
draw after him marfhal Daun. Yet this expe- 
jBicnt was attended with danger ; fince it necef- 
farily expofed the king to put himfelf between, 
Laudon, who was already in Silefia, and the 
army of marlhal Daun, which as k might be 

fuppofed 
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iuppofed would keep pace with him. The de-* 
feat of Fouquet was not known ; and the king, 
imagining he might join him, preferred march- 
ing into Silefia to any other projeft. To this 
efFeft he caufed that part of the army which he 
deftined for this expedition to crofs the Elbe. 
A bridge was conftrufted at Zehren, and the 
river was crofled on the 1 5th of June. The 
troops were joined on the oppofite fhore by the 
prince of Holftein, who brought the two regi- 
ments of dragoons that had ferved in the army 
6f the allies. The detachments of general 
Lafcy all retreated toward Reichenberg at the 
approach of the P ruffians, who took the camp 
of Zehaila, oppofite general Hulfen, whofe 
corps had remained at Meiflen; and bridges 
were diligently thrown over the Elbe for the 
communication of the two corps. From Zehaila 
the king marched to Radeberg. On his march 
he came to the camp of general Lafcy, covered 
by four regiments of Saxon dragoons, annexed 
to the detachment he commanded. The Pruf- 
fian van-guard purfued, and took four hun- 
dred men i the remainder fled in conflifion to 
take refuge with the main body, under Lafcy, 
who had halted at the foot of the heights of 
Bocfcfdorf and Reichenberg, near a village 
named Berbigfdorf. 
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The Pruflian army made difpofitions to attack 
Lafcy on the morrow. The arrival of general 
Hulfen was waited for, whom the king had. 
ordered to join him with a part of his forces, 
and who could not be at the camp of Radeberg 
before evening. On the morrow the face of 
affairs had changed, Marflial Daun had paffed 
jthe Elbe at Drefden, with his army, which 
occupied the camp of Bockfdorf and Reichen- 
berg. Lafcy, during the night, had quitted 
Berbigfdorf, to cover the right of marftial Daun, 
in the polition of Laufa. The king occupied 
the ground the enemy had left, and placed 
Krockow, with three regiments of huffars, two 
of dragoons, and two free battalions, round 
Berbigfdorf. Lafcy attacked them, on the 
following night, without fuccefs. The Pruf- 
fians in return made fome attempts upon him, 
but thefe were productive only of reciprocal 
alarms. 

Here the intelligence was received of the 
difafter that had happened to general Fouquet. 
This misfortune rendered the affairs of Silefia 
defperate. The army of the king, which no 
longer had any forage at Radeberg, alfumed the 
camp of Gros Dobritz. Krockow took three 
hundred prifoners, that formed part of a detach- 
ment, coming by the road of Moritzbourg, 

with 
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with an intent to fall on the baggage of the 
army ; but what were three hundred prifoners 
compared to fo many entire corps which the 
king had loft ? The calamity of Landlhut was 
fo unexpefted that it deranged the meafures the 
king wiftied to take, at a moment fo critical. 
He was now lefs than ever able to quit Saxony, 
at leaft unlefs accompanied by marlhal Daun, if 
he would not lofe his few remaining troops in 
detail. 

The Imperialifts could not begin their mo* 
lions before the arrival of the troops of the cir- 
cles, the march of whom was retarded by the 
dilatorinefs of the prince de Deuxponts. At 
length they came (July), and were left by mar- 
Ihal Daun at Windberg. Hulfen remained at 
Meiflen, and both armies began their march, 
for Silefia, on the fame day. The Imperialifts 
pafled through Bifchofswerder, whence they de- 
tached Lafcy to the Keulenberg, to cover their 
left flank. The king direfted his route through 
Crakau, refolving to make an attempt on 
Lafcy, who did not expeft him there. The 
PrufEans occupied K6nigfl>erg : and the fame 
evening the army began its march, in four 
columns, two on each fide of the rivulet ef 
Pulfnitz. The van-guard fell on the light 
troops of the enemy. This roufed generaA 

Lafcy, 
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Lafcy^ who cfcaped toohaftily to beavertakfen* 
Scarcely two hundred men of hia rear-guard 
were niade prifoners. The army paffed the 
hight on the Keulenberg, and on the nloirrow 
the Auftrians and Pruflians kept pace with each 
other. The former pafled Bautzen, and en* 
camped n^ar jurck ; ^nd the litter at the con-* 
vent of Marienfcheim. On the 6th, marih^ 
Daun gained Goriitz, and the PrufEans Nieder- 
junck. There was a fkifmifli between the 
rear-guard and the Auftrians, in the environs o( 
Bautzen, at the paflkge of the Spfee. Major 
Zetnwir, of the huffars, imprudently drdffed a 
bridge, whei'e he muft have luftained lofs, had 
he not been timely Supported by the king* 
The river was afterward paffed according to 
rule, and fome captures made on the enemy. 

The heat on that day was (b exceffive that 
eighty men dropped dead on the march* The 
lofs of the Auftrians was equal, if not greater ; 
for they tnade a longer march. Lafcy had 
found time to recover from his confternatioti 
after the affair of the Keulenberg, He had col- 
lected his troops, and propofed to retard the 
march of the king, by continually harafling his 
rear-guard. His fcouts, imagining the Im- 
perialifts had encamped at Bautzen, were taken 
G . by 

ffifi. Sev. Tears JFar^ Vol. 11. 
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by the P ruffian f)atrblcs« This gave birth to the 
proje<ft of falKng fuddcDly on the Ulans, and 
intimidating them fa far as to make them nt% 
longer defirous of approaching the army of the 
king. They were pofted at Salzforftien, a mile 
from the camp. Two regiments of huffars, and 
two of dragoons, were commanded to put this 
plan in execution. Misfortune would have it 
that the horfewere gone to forage, and inftead 
of four thoufand fcarccly fifteen hundred could 
be coUeded ; this however did not prevent the 
king from profecuting his plan. The Ulans 
were charged, and at the ffrft fhock loft four 
hundred men. They were hotly purfued to 
Gothau. Zetmar, who was not always the 
matter of his own valour, pafled this defile : the 
king was obliged to fupport him, becaufe that 
the whole cavalry of Lafcy, who encamped at 
Rothen-Nauflitz, was already come up by 
parties. Zetmar however was retrieved from 
danger. The Pruflian cavalry began to retreat 
toward Bautzen, but they retreated flowly. 
The king, apprehending the fuperiority of the 
enemy might gain fome advantage over the 
Pruflians, fent a battalion from the garrifon of 
iBautzen with cannon. This order was very 
feafonably executed, for the enemy began to 
purfue the fquadrons, which were in confufion, 

tiU 
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^ rdievcd by the artiUcryi Lafcy Ihcn )fe^ 
turned with his men to Rothen-Nauflitz^ as did 
the Pruflian caValiy to the canlp* 

It iww became heceffary to detennine either 
\o fblibV marihal Daun into Silcfia, or, in foil 
force, to fall on Lafcy, to be rid of him at once; 
for th^ rear-guard would have been ihore em- 
barrafled, on its march into Silefia, by him thaii 
by the enemy that faced the army. This was 
tfeertfote refolved on as ;the moft certain ftep; 
for Ihould it be fuccefsful it might lead to diihg^ 
taXitt itaportanti 

On the evening of the 8th, the army affein- 
bled at Schmolen. Inftead of taking the road 
to GorlitZj as ^tis given oiit^ it fuddenly turned 
On Rothen-Nauflitz, and every where niet Mxh 
the ftragglers of Lafcy, Approaching Bifchofs- 
werder, his rear-guard became morie clofeiy 
^efied ; and, in defpite of all his vigilance and 
the quicknefs of his motions, he was driven be- 
yond the defiles of Harfa> whfere the army of 
the king pafled the night; On the morrow he 
^as purfued to the heights of Weiffig, where 
batteries were placed to diflodge him from the 
White Stag. The artillery had hot made two 
difcharges before the iiifantty gained this poft^ 
from which the corps of Lafcy was feen in foil. 
flight, which repafled the Elbe at Drefden; 

O a The 
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The fituation of the king was Cach that fft 
was ncceflary to tindcrtakc every thing, and t^ 
run every rifk^ that he might obtain Ibmefix^ 
pcriority over the enemy. The firft idea that 
flruck him was to pafs the Elbe at Caditz» 
This operation muft be combined with various^ 
indifpeniabie preparadves to enfure fuccefs;^ 
and^ as in fiach a cafe it was beft to infpire thef 
cnany with ntimcrous fears, the king cxtendedl 
his left toward Pilnitz, feigning to c»Bflxitft ^ 
bridge there, ^ile a detachment of the army 
feized on the poft of Fifchhaus, and on that of. 
Reichcnbergj: mean while general HuHen, ac* 
cording to orders, advanced to Brifnitz, fend- 
ing his bridge before him from Meiflen* 

Not however totally to loCc fight of marflial 
I^tm, five hundred huflars were detached to 
the Weiffenberg, and toward Reichenbach, ta 
obferve his motions and fend intelligence. The 
different meafures taken were n4tt perfedly ar-^ 
ranged before the 13th; Hulfcn on his marcfr 
had made four hundred prifoners. The king^ 
after paflGing the Elbe, joined him, leaving the 
duke of Holftein with about ten thoufand mei^ 
on the Drachenberg, near Caditz.. Thefe 
manoeuvres gave the alarm to the army of the 
circles, as well as to that of gena-al Lafcy : they 
feared left a corps Ihould pafe the Elbe at 

Pilnitz^ 
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iPilnitS:, and fall on their rear, while the king 
Should attack them in firont ; for which reafon 
th^ haftily quitted their camp at Plauen by 
^ght, and retreated, Lafcy to Grofs-Sedelitz, 
and the prince de Deuxponts lx> Dohna. The 
king immediately formed lines of cnrcumvalla- 
don round Drefden, determining to befiege the 
city. This was a fudden thought ; and, as fiich 
asi cnterprife had not been fuppofed poflible, no 
preparations had been made. He pbfted the 
-troops from Grunau to Racknitz. The pandours 
propofed to maintain their ground in the grand 
garden T but they were expelled, and the fub-- 
urb of Pirna was earned, where the enemy 
made but a feeble and effeminate defence. All 
|he urtillery and ammunition, that could be 
Jwftily colleded for the fiege, confifted in twelve 
mortars, twelve hundred bombs, twenty twelve* 
pounders, and four thoufand balls. Every 
thing proceeded witji fo much expedition that 
fafcines, madriers, and whatever was neceflary 
for a fiege were prepared. The greater hope? of 
fuccefs wer^ entertained becaufe the ftrft bat- 
tenes might be credcd in the chief moat of the 
city, and becaufe that, near the garden of the 
countefs Mofcinika, an old intrenchment feemed 
made expreffly for a paiallel, and on which to 
f fp^ ^ ricochet battery. The prince of Hot- 
g ^ ft^in. 
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ftein, on the otljcr fide of che Elbej was obligfti 
Xo make a fiiHe attack on th<c ricMt towfij, whei^ 
be could only employ field pieces, aiid ibmc 
howitzers. Though the governor Maquine 
had a garrifon of fix thoufand men in DbrefdeQ,, 
i^ was ftiU hoped that he would rather fuJrrendsr 
than fuffer this capital to. be r^uced to aftie^. 
He wa4 fummoned and refufed. The city w^ 
then attacked on tH^ fide of the gate pf ?irn^. 
Had the king bipen well feryed, on this o<:cii- 
fion, DrefdeA muft have been taken ; but thjc 
cfficcrsi engineersj ^tid gwi^crs, >ycre emulous 
who (hould commit the moll faults, The bat- 
teries however were completed. Some qhaf-. 
feurs were placed in the old houfes. of the fub-. 
urb which overlooked the rampart, ^nd diis; 
they prefently freed from thofe who appeared 
in its defence. The artillery b?gan to effed a 
breach. A bomt> fet the rodF of the (:hur<;h of 
the holy crofs on fire : it fell and laid the whol/e. 
quarter in ruins. Another l?omb fet the ftxeet 
pf Pirna in flames, which was nearly confumed : 
others fell in the ftreet of the palace, atid did 
no lefs damage. A thoufand additional bombs, 
and a thoufand more quintals of powder, muft 
^lave terminated the fiege with glory. 

It was apparently written in the book of fate 
|hat the Pruffians fliould not recover Drefdep. 

Advice 
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Advice was fooa received that marftiai Datm 
liad fuddenly quitted Sijefia, and was haftily 
advancing to the fuccour of Drefden, On his 
approach the poft of the White Stag was aban- 
4pn^dj but;, befoije theyxjuitted this height, the 
]lighi troops very unfeafonably amufed themi- 
/elves, aad were attacked in the fpreft, .befide 
:the Fifchhaus, where they loft about five hun^- 
jdrcd men . The prince of Hojftein was ordered 
to pafs the Elbe, the fa)cne night; and a pofi- 
tion was marked outibr him between Lepta and 
Uckerfdorf. A^ foon as marihal Daim drje\Y 
near the other Ihore of the Elbe, it w^s abfor 
lately neeeflary to have a corps in the vicinage 
of Uckerfdorf, to preferve the pafs of Plauen 
fc^p, and deprive the pi^cmy of anjr wiflij tp difr 
pute this defikt 

The king at th^ f^mc time changed his camp^ 
One part of th? B^rmy encamped oppofite gener 
ral Lafcy, and di^ princp de Deuxponts; the 
other took poft on the iid^ of the grand garden 
(where abaps were thrown up) and extende4 
beyond ilacknitz, near Plauen. Marftiai Daun 
foon appeared on the White Stag, and covered 
with his army the oppofite (hove of the Elbe, 
behind, and on the fides of Drefden. The 
pight of the 22d he fent fixteen battalions to 
Ijj^k? a falljT on the Pru^ans, in the fuburb 
P 4 ^ 
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of Pima. For this the king was prejjafed; ht^ 
bad flifpofed of the troops fo as to give the 
enemy a proper r?ccption. The fally was made, 
^d the Auftrians were repulfed ; they loft tbre^? 
hundred ;^en, with general Nugent their com^ 
imander. A battalion of Bernburg, that ha^ 
not done its duty at this fiege, was punifhed bjp 
ihc difgrace of npt being allow^ to wear th^ 
fabr-c. A ihan^e like this \s felt by every fok 
dier who has any fenfe of honour, and the im- 
preflion was favourable to the army; it gave 
the difgraced troop ^ defir^ tq repair its errorji 
which it fqund occafion to do at the battle of 
^igqitz, as we (hall relate in its place. 

It feenied to be fingularly deftined that the 
fmall advantages the Pniffians (hould gaip, dur- 
ing this campaign, were to be qountef-balanced 
t)y heavy lofles. General Nugent, who had 
been taken at the fally, informed the king that 
the town of Glatz had furrendered to general 
Harfch. However incredible the news migh^; 
appear, confirmation of its truth was foon re- 
f:eived from Silefia. On the night between the 
aift and 22d Harfch had opened the trenches 
before that place. T?he governor D'O had a 
gairifpn of fiye battalions, with ^ivcry kind of 
ammunition, and provifions to maintain a long 
fiege. The enemy bad fupportcd bis iirft p%. 
. ^ rallel 
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fallel at Scherlcndorf, near the Nqflc, whence, 
fnaking the tour of $hc lower town and caftie^ 
it extended and fupported its left by the hoiife 
irf baron Pilatti. Harfdi prepared to make two 
fWacks ; the one on the lower town, near the 
pohemian gate, and the other t>n the cafUe^ 
upon the Fidd-Thor. Scarcely were fome 
<xumon ercftcd into batteries before the befiegecs 
^viihed to diflodge the befieged, frwn an arrow 
that had be^n named the Crane, becaufe of its 
long form and narrow neck. This work, dug 
in the rock, required only to be defended to 
impede the enemy for weeks. But no fooncr 
did the Auftrians ftiew themfelves for the attack 
than f he befieged gave ground, and fled through 
|he barrier. The enemy hcxtly purfued : thofe 
^ho defended the covert way, inftead of firing, 
Reaped over the bridge into the ravelin. The 
Aufl:rians entered with them pell-mell. Harfch, 
perceiving what pafled, fent fome battalions 
irom his trenches to fupport the firfl corps. 
In fine, the Auftfians took the place, without 
well knowing how, and almoft without refift- 
ance. The governor, who was in the Ipw town, 
hearing the noife haftened to the caftle ; but it 
was already taken; and, as by its fituation it 
overlooks the works of the Sch^ferberg and the 
|ow town, the Pryffians bad no longer any afy-^ 

lum 
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lum for defence. This fhameful event, moft 
dilhonoumblc to the Pruffian arms, was the 
confequcnce of a fccret negotiation which Laui- 
don had long, been preparing, through the in*- 
tcrvention of the Jefuits, monks, and the whole 
Catholic tribe of priefts. By their means, he 
had corrupted fome officers and many foldiers 
of the garrifon; among whom were thofc om 
guard at tfep plac? wherq Harfch made his at- 
tack. 

An incident fo fatal happened at a conjunc- 
ture which was of itfelf fufficiently embarraffing; 
and affliding. The approach of marflial Daun, 
his pofition near new Drefden, and the want of 
ammunition for a fiege, obliged the king to t^t 
nounce the defign he had of feizing that city^^ 
and to take ferioijs meafures haftily tQ repair t0 
Silefia; that he might, if polfible, impede catar 
ftrophes ftill more deftrudtive than thofe we have 
related, which elfe might happen in that pro- 
vince. On the 30th, the king forfook the bot- 
tom of Plauen, without being difturbed by the 
enemy, and recalled Hulfen to the camp of 
Meiffen. The army paffed die Elbe, on the 
ift of Auguft, at Zehren; and took it5 pofition 
at Dallwitz, Marflial Daun fearing after what 
had happened that, ftiould he quit Drefden, the 
J^ruflians would again commence the fiege> fo 

*bly< 
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nbly conduded his march and motions^ accord-^ 
ing to thofe of the king, that the two armies 
were almoft continually in the prefence of each 
other. The Auftrians took the grand road to 
Gorlitz. The Pruffians kept pace; they pafl<fd 
the Reder at Roitfch, and the Spree at Radi-^ 
bor ; and, as the enemy had advanced to Reich^ 
cnbach, to make the (horteft cut, they paCed 
neay the Schonberg aqd the Rothkretfchau. A 
•ftranger perceiving the motions of the two axv 
mies might have been deceived ; he certainly 
would have judged they both were under one 
ppnamander. The army of marihal Daun would 
feem to him to be the van- guard, that of the 
JPruffi^ns the main battle, and the corps of Lafcy 
the rear. The latter, become more circum- 
fped, and fearing fome vexatious accident, was 
(careful not to approach the Pruffians within a 
diftance of three miles. 

This journey had its utility; for, as the army 
w^ imrn^diately ftationed between Daun and 
Lafcy, an aid du camp of the marihal bringing 
him letters W4s taken . N e ws was obtained from 
die packet of all that had pafled in Silefia* 
The defigns of the marfhal for the campaign 
were clearly developed, concerning which he in 
(hefe difpatchcs confulted general Lafcy. The 
||lt$;lligen9e from Silefia indicated that I^udon 
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tad attacked Breflau, and that prince Hcniy 
had obliged him to raife the fiege. The affair 
happened thus : 

His royal highnefs had marched to Landf' 
berg, where obferving that the motions of the 
Ruffians were all direded toward Sileiia, he 
quitted the new March, and inclined, by the 
road of ZuUichau, to the environs of Glogati, 
in confequenee of advice which he had re- 
ceived that the Auftrians and RulJians wer* 
to meet on an appointed day at Breflau, at once 
to inveft the capital on each fide of the Odcft 
The execution of this projed wa^ for two rea^ 
fons altered ; firft the tardinefs of the Ruffians, 

' who fcarcely had arrived at Pofen; 'an4 in the 
next place, by the fuccefe of Liaudon, a3 well 
againfl Fouquet as at the Cege of Qlatz. Lau-^ 
don, having no more enemies to face, imagined 
himfelf in fufficient force to reduce Breflau, 
without the aid of the Ruffians. Thither he 
marched, and bombarded the city, ^ part pj 
which was reduced to aflies. 

Prince Henry, informed of this attack^, haf. 
tily marched on the two fides of the Oder. 
Werner, at the head of the van-guard of one of 

' his columns, beat ia corps of obfervotion, which 
the enemy had fent forward toward Parchwitz, 

and ruined the regiment of dragoons of the arch- 
duke 
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Arfcc JofSsph. This accidcat, added to the ap- 
proach^ o£ his royal highnefs, difpofed Laudon 
to raife the fiegc of Brcflau, which had been de* 
ftoded by the governor Taucnzi^i with forti- 
tadie and f^cky. A part of the fuburbs was fa-- 
crificcd in the defence, and obliged to be burnt* 
Here prince Henry arrived on the fame day 
that Laudon had retired to Canth, and the. 
Ruflians had. marched to Hi>ndsfeld. The prince 
detached Platen and Thadden to Freywalde, 
where they intrenched themfelves, in a pofttiofi 
which they aflbmed, to coveSr th<e Polifli fuburb. 
of Breihtu agamft die attempts of the Coffacks* 

The other part of the letter of marflial Daun, 
whkb contakted his plans for the campaign, 
rdaitcd to the qudtion whether it would be moft 
advantageous to undertake the fiege of Schweid- 
nitz or of Neifs. He concluded by informing 
general Lafcy that there was no need to hurry 
himfelf, or to fatigue his troops; fince his ar- 
rival a day fooner or later was of no importance. 

After having intercepted this courier, the 
army of the king continued its march to Arnf- 
dorf, and arrived on the morrow at Rothwafler, 
andatBunzlau on the 7 th of Auguft; while 
madhal Daun, in the mean time, had gained 
Lowenborg. The two armies, which in five 
days had piffcd over a tradt extending from the 

z Elbe 
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Elbe to the Sober, were obliged ta take totAi 
ncpofe. They continued their march on thcf 
9th, with very different intentions. The king} 
was obliged to renew his fubfifteilcc. Fdr this 
purpofe he wifti^d to gaict Breflau or Schweid- 
nitz, in whic^h Were the grand magazines of tlicf » 
army. The fupplies he had with him were not 
more than fufficient fdr ten days* The defigri 
of the marftial was to take a pofition^ behind the' 
Katzbach, by which he might at once cut orf 
the king fnom Breflau arid Schweidnitz. This 
Wbuld oblige thd fetter eitbfcr tb Engage with 
difadvantage, againft fuperiour powers, or to fall 
back toward Glogau, by which he would have 
afforded an opportunity to th* Aiiftrians an<i 
Ruffians to deftroy the army of prince Henryj. 
and take Breflau and Schwcidnitz* 

Views fo oppofite muft neceflarily produce 
ftrange contrails in the operations of the two 
armies, as we foon (hall perceive. The king, 
paft contradidion, was guilty of a miftake in 
inclining toward Goldberg, whithei* marlbal 
Daun intended to march with his whole army*. 
The Pruffians ought to have fent a detachment 
to that fide, and to have haftened with theii; 
forces by Lowenberg, to Hirfchberg, 'to rui« 
the bakery and the very confiderable magazind 
of provifions, eftablilhed there by the Auftrian^^ 

Hence 
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Hence they had only to pJifs through Laiidfliut, 
and gain Schweidnitz. This manoeuvre would 
have obliged the enemy, without a batde, to 
retreat among the mountains erf" Bohemia, there 
to obtain bread and fubfiftence. The true rea- 
fon why this attempt was not made was a total 
ignorance that the Imperialifts had magazines' 
at Hirfchberg; which was not known till 
afterward. 

The king departed with his van-guard fof 
Goldberg, The huffars and free battalions that 
were to join him did not come up; whether it 
happened from miftake, indolence, or other 
rcafons. The corps that the king conducted, 
approaching Goldberg, perceived a body of the 
enemy, which might amount to ten thoufand 
men* A fkirmifti infenfibly began, which flop- 
ped the van-guard ; for in this fituation it would 
have been imprudent to pafs the Katzbach, be- 
caufe that the margrave Charles, who led the 
army, was ftill diftant, and there was no cer- 
twnty of the place where general Laudon then 
was. Befide that marihal Daun- was in full 
march. The latter was fcen defcending the 
heights of Lowenberg, precifely when the van 
of the margrave Charles joined the van-guard. 
The Auftrians, immediately extended behind 
the Katzbach,. from Seiferdau, through Prauf- 

nitz. 
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pHz> ta\v^d Zofnit^. This motion obligdcf 
t^ Pruffians to ke€p the rivulet in their fronts 
and ibey encamped at Hohendorf* From thij 
village the corps of Laudon was difcovered^ 
vhich had joined the right of the army of Paun^ 
Keconnoitring partie$ were fent on all fides, to 
examine whether the paflages lower down th^ 
Kaitzbach were in like manner guarded. Thcf 
officer, ordered to execute this commiffion, re* 
ported they had difcovercd a corps of the enemy 
at Hochkirch, another on the height of Wahl-* 
ftadt, and a third behind, Parchwitz. 

On the morrow, marihal Daun began to 
march ; and filled the ground with his whote 
army^ which had only been indicated, or traced 
out, by thefe detachments, the principal pofb 
of which they had but occupied. This army 
was thus diftributed. Nauendorf encamped at 
Parchwitz; Laudoft between Jefchendorf and 
Kofchwitz,; the marlhal betwew Wahlftadt and 
Jefchendorf; and Beck, who formed the left^ 
extended even beyond Coflicndau. This ad* 
vantageous pofition of the eneroyj paftall doub^ 
forbade the paflage of the Katzbach to the Pruf^ 
fians. The king ncverthelefs followed, and en* 
camped his right at Schimmelwitz, and his left 
at Lignitz. He well underftood xhat with thirty 
thouiand men^ who conftituted the chief flxengtb 

or 
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t>f Kis army, it was but little proper to combat 
ninety tEoiiiiind ; to which number the force of 
the enemy, at ieaft, amounted. In this fitua-* 
tion he could imagine no better expedient than 
that of imitating the condudtof a partifan, who 
nightly varies his pofition that he may efcape 
the misfortunes an army might bring on him, 
fliould hfe wunt aftivity and vigilance. This 
becianit a neccffary and important attention, 
from the quantity of combined difficulties which, 
to obtain fiiccefs, muft be furmounted. The 
fafety of the army required a change of pofts; 
yet the progrefs of an enemy thrice its ftreng^h 
muft be ftopped ; and this fuperior army muft 
be continually faced, that it might not turn on 
prince Henry, v^o already had to make head 
ftgainft an army of eighty thoufand Ruffians, 
So many purpofes could only be efFefted by 
frequent change of pofition; without, at any 
time, being at too great a diftance from the 
enemy. Thus was the marfhal deluded; the 
camp affumcd was reconnoitred; his difpofi- 
tions were made; but, when they were to be 
put into execution, he no longer found his 
foe, and thefe formalities were again to recom- 
mence. In a word, time was thus gained; and, 
as force was found te be wanting, addrcfs and 
vigilance muft fupply the deficiency* 

H l^ 

Jlift. Siv. Tiors War. Vol. U, 
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In confequencc of this plan, the army of t^ 
king began its march on the night of the loth 
His intention was to turn the enemy by jwtr^ 
to gain Schweidnitz. When the troops were ict 
the vicinity of Hohendorf, information was re- 
ceived that Lafcy had arrived at Pravifmtz, and 
this was confinricd by fome prifoners. As it was 
impoiSble to pafs the Katzbach, in prefence of 
this corps, and o£ the batteries the enemy had 
eftabliftied on the banks of the rivulet, the army 
was obliged to recede as far as Goldberg. This 
circuit gave Lafcy fufiicient time to retire, and 
to inform Datm of the Pruffian manoey vre. Thrf 
tinevennefs of the country was ufefvrl to general 
Lafcy, on that occa£on, ably to efcape the me^ 
ditated attack. H^ h&, f&s baggage indeed^ 
but marfiial Daun with the grand army ^rived 
in time for his fupport. Taking poft at Hen- 
nerfdorf, he could cover Jauer, and cut off the 
Praffians from the road of Schweidnit;?. Qcnc^ 
rals Laxidon and Nauendorf ftiil remained to 
their former camp; as if nmrihal Dana had 
confided to them the defeate ^f the Katzbaeh. 

The Pruflian army, impeded by fow or fivd 
defiles, that it had to paft, arrived late m face 
of the enemy. Wied was obliged to take poft 
at Praufnitz, to guard the defile that was in the 
rear of the left of the king, and the a«ny en-^ 

camped 
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tamped at Seichau. This falfe pofition was 
fcxprefsly taken to deceive the enemy: the one 
really chofen was a hundred paces in the rear* 
There was no rifk in taking poft at Seichau, 
becaufe that the other ftrong camp might be 
inflantly aflumed. On the morrow fome troops 
Avere detached to Pomfen, to attempt to turn 
the enemy, by taking the route of Jaegemdorf, 
among the mountains; but Beck was there al- 
ready, with a confiderable corps, fo that it was 
thought improper to undertake this march. 
The crofs roads among thefe mountains ^re fo 
narrow that the provifion waggons, which were 
loaded, and the heavy artillery, never could 
have pafled. 

The king, on the morrow, occupied the tops 
of the hills, notwithftanding, and polled his 
troops. A body of dcferters, that came in, 
unanimoufly affirmed orders had been given in 
their camp for the men to hold themfelves in 
readinefs to attack the Pruflians, toward noon. 
Accordingly the Auftrians were feen in order 
of battle, before their place of arms; and, in 
confequence of the motion the king made with 
his troops, the enemy was not only obferved to 
return to the camp, but the generals prefently 
appeared, who feemed till riie clofe of night 
very attentively to obferve the Pruffians. Had 
Hz the 
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the king remained in his pofidon all nigh^ 
he would indubitably have been attacked by 
break of day, on the morrow^ Though his 
pofition was good, it would have been too ha- 
zardous to remain there s and he had to dread 
falling by the nuitiber of his enemiear. He de- 
parted by night; the trdops returned on the 
road to Lignitz, to occupy the camp they had 
left the day before. Marihai Daun had no in- 
formation of' this rhatrch, and made no motion. 
The prince of Hfolffiein, who led the left of thd 
cavalry, loft his road in die dark, tod confufcd 
the march of the other columns, whicli were 
not reftored to order tifl day-lig^t atppearcd. 
Had the Auftrians attacked the king in this^ mo- 
ment of confufion, they muft have been fuc- 
cefsful ; but concerning this they did not trou- 
ble themfelves. The troops peaceably paflei 
the Katzbach (the 13 th) and the army encoun- 
tered no othec danger but that of a warm can- 
nonade, as they ikirtedrfic detachment* of I>au« 
*don, at Coffendau and Dohna. ^ 

Some few hours after the ^ruffians had erecft* 
cd their tents, Daun and his army appeared fof- 
lowed by the corps under Beck, Janus,, and \ 
X^c y • He encamped on the fame ground that 
he had occupied two days before. The king 
received fccret advice that Czemichcf^ at the 

hca4 
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bead of twenty thoufand Ruffians^ had pafled 

fhc Oder^ at Auras^ and that the Auftrians only 

<waiced his jun<ftion to ovcrwhehn the Pruffians, 

Marihd Daun had more thaa froops fuificient; 

it was not numbers that h? wanted, but the 

talent to employ them with omcly pr^ompcitudc. 

The fttuatiop of tlje king was liiph, at this time, 

jthat he had only bread and bifcuits fuffipient for 

^ee days; he was encumbered by two ;hoij- 

fand baggage waggons of ammunition and fub- 

fiftence, which prodigioufly embarrafled his 

marches, and of which he endeavoured to rid 

himfelf, that he mi^t impart more celerity to 

his motions. He no longer ?ouW reip^n npar 

Ugnitz, becaufe that his right was not fufB- 

ciently fijpported at Schimmelwiw, nor coul4 

})9 prevent its being tvurned by the enemy. The 

Katzbach therefore mull be repaffed at Lignitz; 

the ufijlefs waggons fent to Glpgau, to obtain 

provifipus ; the army muft march to Parchwiti, 

to pulh paft this placp, or beypnd the Oder, in 

^rder, by one means or another, to gain the 

army of prince Henry, which muft neceffarily 

be joined ; becaufe that thefe two feparate corps 

were each too feeble to oppofe the Auftrians 

and Ruffians; and becaufe there was danger 

0^at, by continuing them feparate, they m^ft 

^ H ^ finaUy 
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finally be cruftied; after which dcftruftion wquW 
have been inevitable. 

Two enemies, who for a fucccffion of years 
make war on each other, acquire intelligence fo 
perfeft of their reciprocal manner of thinking, 
afting, and projefting, that they mutually di- 
vine each qther's intents. That oi the Auftrians 
was pofitively to attack the Icing. It might be 
judged, by the pofition of |hc enemy's corps, 
that Lafcy was deftmed to turn the right of the 
PiruflSans; that Daun was to prefent himfelf in 
front ; and that Laudon would probably occupy 
the heights of Pfaffcndorf, behind JJgnitz^ 
to cut off the road of Glogau, and retreat^ 
Thefe confiderations caufed it to be determined 
on to quit the camp of Lignitz, the fame night, 
t^hd repais the Katzbach, acco|-ding to the pro-i 
jed above ftated. 

This could not have been executed by day; 
the proximity of the Auftrian camp was too 
great. The enemy would not have failed to 
attack the rear-guarfi, which muft have been 
difadvantagebus to the Pruffians, becaufe that 
the ground of their right overlooked that of 
their left, by which they were obliged to retire. 
The baggage was all fent away, under an efcort 
of two free battalions, and a hundred horfej 
which conduced it to Glogau. The king and 
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ids general went to jreconnoipre the height of 
Ffafiendorf. Here he intended to form his 
army, after having pafled tJje Kajzbach, at 
lignitz, that he might dire<a his march to 
JParchwitz. At the decline of day (15th) the 
army was in njotion. During thje njarch an 
Aiaftrian officer, by birfh ^n Iriflunajj, who had 
deferted, was brought to the king, He was 
fo intoxicated that he coujd only ftanuner out 
he had a fecret of importance to reve^. After 
piaking hiiji fwallow fome bafons of warm water, 
|to relieve his ftomach, he affirmed what had 
been diyjned, th^t Daun meant to attack the 
Jcing that very day. Buj: the Priiffians had 
nothing to fear; they had left the fcene, and 
ionfequenjly had deranged the plan of the 
^nemy, which had been formed according to 
the ground they had quitted. When fhe king 
Attained the heights of PfafFe^xdorf, he fcnt 
Hui^d to reconnoitre befide Binqwitz and PqI- 
^fghildern. The army mean time was formed 
in order of battle, on the ground that had been 
affigned. Hund haftily returned, and informed 
the icing he had fallen in widi two columns of 
infantry, and twq of cavalry, belonging to 
lAudon, who was on the full march, and not 
fer diftant. To make head againft thefe> not 
a moment muft be loft. The king divided his, 

" n^ ar"»y 
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army into two corps; his right, under the con^- 
mand of Ziethen and Wedel, remained ftation- 
ary on the place where it had formed, and 
quickly erefted batteries to fweep the two roacfe; 
of Lignitz, which were the only ones by which 
Daun could march tp the attack; at the fame 
time he changed his pofitioh to the kft, where 
he formed the right t6war;d the Katzbach, and 
the left toward a pond. This whole corps con- 
lifted but of fixteen battalions and thirty fquad- 
rons. While the infantry took this direftiori, 
the cavalry, which had advanced to cover it, 
ikirmilhed hotly with the enemy, which con- 
tinued till a heavy battery had been ralfed on 
an eminence that overlooked the whole vicinity. 
Thefe arrangements niade, the cavalry re- 
ceived orders to retire^ which were well execut- 
ed* Moft of them were diffributed in the rear, 
to fupport the infantry; the regiment of Kroc- 
kow and foine huffars excepted, which were 
thrown on the left to obferve the foe on that 
fide. Laudon however expefted nothing lefs 
than a battle : he well imagined he had fome 
troops in his prefencc, but it was fo dark that 
he could neither difcem the PruflSiahs nor their 
pofitioii. He was not preceded by a van-guard, 
becaufe he intended to furprife fome free bat- 
talions, that had the day before encamped at 
' ' - - Pfaffendorf^ 
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Pfaffcndorf, with the park of provifions, which 
he imagined he ftill fliould find there. The 
grand battery, conftruded on the heights, then 
played upon the enemy. The head of the Au- 
ftrian columns was n9t more than eight hun* 
idred paces diftant, and the artillery* made a 
great impreflion oh th^fe clofe bodies. Lau* 
don novf perceived his calculation was errone- 
ous. Defirous of forming his troops, he could 
only prefent a front of five battalions. This 
line the Pruffians attacked, and it waj inmiedi- 
ately Qverthrown ; he inftantly advanced with 
jhis cavalry to take thole in flank and rear by 
whom he was attacfcecl ; tmt he neither knew the 
ground, nor could find his way m the dark. 
His cavalry routed the dragoons of Krockow ; 
but, taken in flank by the cuijsafliers of Fric- 
derick, it was repulffed in turn, and driven into 
the marfhes, from which it was with difficulty 
relieved. At dawn of day the infantry charged 
the fecond line of the Auftrians. As this was 
remarked to be deranged, fome fquadrons of 
cavalry were let loo.fe upon it, which penetrated 
and took moft of the liile prifoners. The fcat- 
tered biilhes upon this ground were extraordina- 
rily ufeful to conceal the bodies of cavalry, that 
fell unexpeftedly oh the enemy, and put him 
to the rout. This Laudon attempted to prac- 
' • ' ' ' tife 
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life likewife; his cavalry attacked the PrufiUn 
infantry ; but it was prefently repulfed by the 
cavflry of the king. In fine, after five fuccef- 
five stacks on the fiye lines of the Auftrians, 
each of five battalions, the cpnfpfion of the 
enemy became fo general that the whole corps 
,was pi)t to the rout, and fled toward Binowitz, tq 
repafs the Katzbach, in the utmoft diforder. 
Some fmall parties were fent in purftiit of the 
fugitives, JMoUendorf fct fire tq the yillage of 
Binowitz, where he took many prifoner?. 

The king would not purfue Laudon more 
hotly, becauf^ he might ftand in need of the 
troops, by whofe aid he ha4 gained the vidory^ 
to join them to his right, and give battle tq 
marlhal Daun^ The marlhal had pafled the 
>yhole night with his troops in columns, near 
the rivulet which feparated his army from thp 
former ^ruffian camp. The ^ing had fhe pre- 
caution to leave fome huflars ; who, giving the 
word like patroles and centinels, kept the ene- 
piy in perfuafion that the BrvjAians ftill wer? 
there. On the firft appearanc^ of light, Daui^ 
^nd'Lafcy put themfelves in motion to attack 
the Pruffians. How great was their furprife to, 
find an empty camp, and to gain no intelli- 
gence of what was become of the Pruffian army} 
|t may be faid ^lat fortqne was determined 
^ nothing 
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nothing ftiojLild fuccced widi the Auftrians, 01^ 
that day; the very wind was s^ainft them. 
Neither the marfli^ nor Lafqr heard the firing 
pf the artillery, behind PfaflTendorf, at the dif- 
p.nce of half a mile, 4Jthoi|gh there were at 
Jeaft two hundred cannon playing in the two 
armies. 

The marfljal long reixiained uncertain how 19 
a6t. After much council and many opinion3 
he refolved to pafs the Katzbach, at Lignitz, 
and attack the corps of Ziethen, which he (sLVf 
in order of battle. He fent Lafcy higher up tp 
pafs the Scjiwarzwafler. T^is was impoffible, 
^t lead without making a circuit of a mile and a 
Ihaif to find a bridge, for the banks of the rivu- 
let were marfhy, and pontqon? wereinfiiffici- 
cnt ; caufeways mi^ be thrown up, to pafs 
beyond Ljgnitz. The battle was won, and 
the king came at the very moment to his right 
when the van-guard of marlhal Daun was per- 
ceived leaving Lignitz; but this body had 
been fo difturbed by the Prufiian artillery that 
its countenance predided it was on ftic point of 
quitting the ground* To finifh the afikir, and 
to confirm mailhal Daun ia the defeat of Lau- 
don, which he already fufpcded, in fine to ac- 
^elcrite Daun*s retreat, the king made a rejoic- 
ing in his army. Scarcely wa.s the fecond diC- 

charge 
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5^hargc of running fire ended before the columnf 
of the enemy fcU back, and once more pafled 
the Katzbach, near Lignitz^. 

A ikirmi(h the fame day was fought in the 
foreft. Mitchel the Englifh ambaflador with 
fom^ fecretaries, and the baggage of the quar- 
ters of the court, had been fent there, under 
^n cfcort of a company of grenadier guards* 
This cprps \yas attacked by thr$e hundred dra- 
goons and huflars, Prittwitz, the commander, 
defended himfelf fo well that he loft not the 
leaft article of the baggage given to his charge* 

The battk of Pf^ffendorf coft Laudon ten 
thoufand njen ; tho field w»s heaped with Au- 
ftrians. The Pruffians occupied ground which 
extended like a glacis, poi^tinually lowering on 
the fide w^here the enemy made the attack ; this 
gave them the fuperiqrity of fire, and advan- 
tages over their aflailants. They took twq 
generals, eighty officers, fix thoufand foldiers, 
twenty three pair of colours, and eighty two 
cannoi^. 

The fi:iiits of victory WQuld fldll have periflied, 
had not the Katzbach been immediately pafled 
?it Parchwitz ; the enemy was in confiifion and 
difpcjrfed. Qn one fide^ the {battered corps of 
Laudon fled af random, toward Wahlftadt; on 
the other w^ marital Daun^ in the camp the 

Pruffiar^ 
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Pruffians had held the day before, indetef- 
mined how to aft; while Lafcy wandered a 
niilc diftant, in fruitlefs fearch of a ford over 
the Schwarzwafler. This, beyond doubt, was 
the moment by which to profit, that the enemy 
might not have time to recoiled himfelfc The 
king immediately marched with his kfr, which 
had been in the battle, to Parchwitz. Nauen- 
dorf, ftationed on the other fide of the rivulet, 
finding himfclf too feeble to refift the Pruffians^ 
abandoned the paflage fo long and fo obflinate=* 
ly difputed. A tamp was marked out for the 
army, beyond Parchwitz : hither Ziethen was', 
in like manner, to repair, waiting on the field of 
batde Only fo long as was neceflary to coUeft 
the wounded Prulfians, amounting to elevea 
hundred men. Information was received, at 
Parchwitz, that Czernichef had been encamped 
fome days at Lifla : this afforded new caufe of 
apprehenfion. He might be joined by the Au^ 
ftrians; or he mi^t take a pofition at Neu- 
marck ; and it would have been vexatious to 
have had the queftion again difputed which had 
fo lately been decided by a battle. Every 
means mud be attempted to gel free firom aa 
enemy whom there was no wifti to combat; 
Stratagem was employed : the king wrote to the 
prince his brother that he had entirely defeated 

the 
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the Auftrians ; that he was conftrufting a bridge 
^vcr the Oder, in order to treat the Ruflian^ 
wkh equal complacency ; that he intended to at-^ 
taclc Soltikow, and intreated the prince to make 
fuch motions on his part as had been concerted* 
iThis letter was given to a peafant, and very 
large rewards were promifed him, that he (hould 
knmediately depart, and fuffer himfelf to be 
taken by the advanced pofts of Gzernichef, to 
whom he (hould remit this letter, as if from the 
iear of chaftifement- 

Though it might not be divlhed how effec- 
tually the peafant (houM acquit himfelf of his 
part, nor what imprejffion the reading of this 
letter might make oa Czernichef, ftill the army 
of the king departed on the morrow, and pro- 
ceeded on ks march, m fliree columns, rather in 
the Older of an efcort of a convoy than that of a 
cuftomary march. The king fed the column of 
the right, and coVefed the ma;rch, toward the 
Auftrians. Krocfcow led a ftrohg van- guard , 
before the (ec^^nd (x>lurtin> foUdieed by the pri- 
lbn«-s> the artillery taken from the enein)r, and 
the Wounded PrtiflSans. The prince of Hol- 
bein CQijdufted the third column, compofed of 
light horfe, and fupported by fome battalions, 
JJDL cover the convoy againft the Coflacks, who 
^ight pals the Oder from Leubqs, whiere diey 

were 
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Were polled, over certain fords, becaufe that 
the waters were low. Ziethen, with all the 
troops that had not been engaged, brought up 
the rear. The king prefently fbtind Nauen- 
dorf on the road, who was potted at Moticht^ 
whence he was diflodged by fome voJlies from 
the artillery. The Pruflian huflars perceived 
t colunln of the enemy's baggage on the route^ 
feebly efcorted ; this they fell upon, and mside 
t confiderable booty. The prifoners faid this 
baggage belonged to the corps of the prince of 
Lowenftetn, and general Beck, who were on 
the full march for Neumarck, where they were 
to be joined by thefRuffians; befide which, about 
three quarters of a mile diftant, on the right of 
the king, the whole army of Daun was difcovered 
on its march, though it could not be dii^ 
tinguiflied whether its route was direfked toward 
Neumarck, Canth, or Schweidmtz. This fr* 
luation was perh^ the moil ungracious, nx^ 
difquieting, of the whc^e ounpaign. The 
army had only bread for one day: had the 
Ruflkns^ prevented it drawing any from Br eflau, 
and marflval Daun from die fortrefs of Schweid- 
nitz, the late vidory would have becohie inef- 
fisdual. For how might the enemy b<^ encoun- 
tered, when fix thoufand prifoMrs, and eleven 
iuftdrcd woundedy were to be guarded? How 

cruel 
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6ruel muft it have bein to have fallen back tS 
Glogall! 

When the vah of the column^ however ha<i 
gained Blumerode, the king haftened forward^ 
with fome htiffars; and, gliding through the 
foreft, he approached fufficieritly ne^r to Neu- 
marck to difeoPvet that there werfe neither troops? 
nOr cp-mf) on the other fide. An officer was 
fent on the fcout, who prefently returned to the 
king with an Aufbrian lieutenant-colonel. Whom 
he had taken in Neumarck itfelf, aiid who, be-^ 
come defperate at being taken, toM every thing 
he knew, to prove that his misfortune Was not 
his fault. He was very angry with the Ruf- 
fians ; faid he had been charged with a mcfiagc 
to Czcrnichef ; that he had not only not found 
him but that, the Very bridge having beei> 
broken ddWn, he could not join him^ for he 
could not pafs the Oder, 

All fears now vaniflied, and the army tran- 
quilly aflumed its camp at Neum^ck, As a 
communication wirfi Breflau Was rega^led, and 
fubfiftenqe fecured, fome repcrfe was given to 
the men, who for nine fucceffive days, perpe- 
tually in adlipn, had with her<»c conftancy fup- 
ported exceffive fatigue, and had furmount- 
ed every difficulty they were obliged to en- 
counter,. 

The 
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The peafant who had been fent with a letter 
to prince Henry very excellently performed his 
commiffion. Scarcely had Czernichef read it be- 
fore he repafled the Oder, the very fame night, 
and haftened with all poffible fpeed to Soltikow, 
apprehenfive he fliould arrive too late. 

The Auftrian army had taken a pofition on 
the Pitfchenbcrg : Laudon kept at Striegau, 
and the prince of Lowenftcin had been ordered 
to advance upon the hill of Wurben, where his 
corps laid a fmall reftraint on the fortrefs of 
Schweidnitz. 

During all thefe manoeuvres of the Auflxians 
and P ruffians, prince Henry had pafied the 
Oder, and encamped at Hunern, that he 
might approach the Ruffians. Soltikow foon 
after retired through Trachenberg and Herren- 
ftadt into Poland. The prince followed him 
as far as Vinzig ; but as the two Pruffian armies 
could undertake nothing of importance, while 
they fliould remain feparate, it was determined 
that Goltz fliould obferve the Ruffians, with a 
detachment of twelve thoufand men, and fliould 
eilabhfli himfelf in the vicinage of Glogau. 
The reft of the army of the prince repafled the 
Oder, on the 29tb, and joined the king, who 
encamped in the environs of Breflau, between 
I Arnoldf* 

Bljt. Sev. rwi War, Vol 11. 
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Arnoidfmuhle and Grofs Mochber. It wis 
lime to fpeed to the fuccour of Schwcidnitz^ 
the ficge cf which they were about to Com^ 
tnence. 

* The king began hi^ naarch on the 30th, and 
from Wcmerfdorf difcotered the camp of Daun, 
at the Pitfchenberg, and that of Lafcy on the 
hill df Zobten. A he^vy bodjr of Auftrian 
cavalry, that had a rencontre with the van^ 
guardi was repulfed and purfued under th^ 
very canndh of the nlarfhal. Still it Was not 
expedient to file off the army between two 
torps of the enemy. The king with his left 
turned to Rogau^ and took a pofition in face 
of the hill of Zobten, near Ptfchiderwitz : fome 
tents were erefted to make an appearance, while 
Ziethcn filed Off among the bulhes, and filently 
gained the defile of Muhlendorf, which ended 
at the plain of Reichenbach and Schweidnitz. 
Ift the evening, the army in two columns ptir- 
fued this road. The van-guard at Pfaffendorf 
met with two hundred dragoons of St. Ignon ; 
who, going on the feout, fuddenly fell upon 
the Pruffian huffars. The advanced troops of 
the king were thrown into confufion, but the 
regiment of Ziethen gave chafe to the enemj^^ 
iind made forty prifoners. 

Thp 
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The army, having by this march regained its 
communication with Schweidnitz, encamped at 
Koltfchen, a fliort mile from the fortrcfs. At 
break of day marfhal Daun learnt that he was 
turned^ and inceflantly abandoned the hill of 
Zobten^ and the Pitfchenberg, and aflumed the 
camp of Kunzendorf. His right was fupported 
by the hill of Bur^erfdorf, and his left extended 
as far as Hohenfriedberg, The corps of Janus 
occupied the ftrcights of Wartha and Silber- 
berg ; and Nauendorf held the pofts of the 
Spitzberg, and the Streitberg^ near Striegau. 

On the morrow (September ift) the army toofc 
the camp of Falz^ where it remained ; but^ as 
this was not a favourable position to dillodg^ 
the enemy from the hills, on the 3d it en- 
camped at Bunzelwitz, The whole march 
was fpent in combating, firft with the corps of 
Ried, at Schonbrunn, and afterward with that 
of Beck, at Jauemick; and, as Nauendorf 
muft not be fuffered to remain at Striegau, 
Ziethen was fent to attack him, and he was 
driven as far as Hohenfnedberg, under the 
batteries of Laudon. Ziethen having taken 
four hundred prifoners affumed the camp of 
Striegau himfclf, from which he had expelled 
<he enemy* The king wifhed to oblige the 
Auftrians to quit Silefia, that he might be 
I a enabled 
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enabled to fend more heavy detachments againff: 
the Ruffians. The beft means of cffefting this 
was to turn the pofition of the Auftrians ; either 
by ruining their magazines or intercepting 
the convoys that came from Bohemia. The 
plan was not eafy of execution^ for the enemy 
occupied a Vaft fpace, the circuit of which was 
difEcuh to make^ fince marfhal Daun might 
anticipate the Pruffians by a fmall motion from 
His centre : he had but the chord, the king the 
arch of the circle, to defcribe. Be the obftacles 
what they might the neceffity of afting was not 
the lefs ; and this neceffity was fuperior to all 
other confiderations ; fuccefs was therefore com- 
mitted to chance. 

On the night of the nth of September, the 
army was on the march to turn the heights of 
Friedberg. The van-guard gained the pafs of 
Kauder. Laudon, when he faw this cofps> com- 
prehended that it was intended to turn him, aban-^ 
doned his pofition, and retreated toward the vil- 
lage of Reichenau. Marflial Daun, not lefs 
attentive to the motion of the f^ruffians, prefented 
himfelf, at the fame time, on the oppofite (bore 
of the ravine that interfedls Reichenau. By this 
march he faved Laudon, who efcaped the dan- 
ger with which he was menaced by the Pruf- 
fians. The army arrived in its camp at tlie 

6 clofe 
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elofe of day ; the foldier fcarccly had time to 
croft his te^t. The projcft of the kmg was to 
i<nd a detachment againfl Landlhut^ where the 
enemy had a magazine ; but the execution of 
this was bbliged to be deferred till the morrow* 
Z'iethea was ordered on this fervice by break 
of day. He was to follow the road of Harta 
smd Ruhbank ; but an unexpeded accident oc- 
cafioned the expedition to fail. Beck had re- 
ceived orders, on the eve, when the anny de- 
camped, to cover the right of Laudon. On 
his n>arch from Hohenfriedbeig tp Reichenau, 
perfornjed in the dark, he difcovered the camp 
pf the king, which he fuppofed to be that; of 
the Auftri^ns, and placed himfelf on the left 
^^k^ by which he turned his back on the 
PruflSan army. Th? king was informed of this, 
the fame night. The Pruffians remained under 
arms, and by dawn of d^y began di^ atuick* 
Some difpharg^s of artillery threw the troops of 
Peck into diforder ; the cavalry charged thenj 
^t the fam^ moment, and took a battalion of 
pandours of eight hundred men. The corps 
of Pec);, was purfued, and eicaped to Hohen^ . 
friedberg, whence if ww rppvdfed to Ronilock. 
He would have been ftill worfe treated, had not 
the prince of Lowenftein fpeeded to his fuc- 
CO\ir, with frdh troops, who coUefted the fogi- 
J 3 tive? 
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tives and covered the retreat. The cannonade 

and fire of the infantry made Ziedien fuppofc 

there was fome ferious engagement on the left 

of the king, and he would not venture to quit 

the army, at the moment his prefence might 

become neceffary. He therefore deferred his 

departure till noon ; but opportunity was paft:^ 

he could advance no further than Harta^ wherfc 

he encamped, becaufe that Laudon had gar- 

nifhed all the defiles that lead to Landfhut; and 

Lafcy, with twenty thoufand hien, had aflumcd 

the pofition of Ruhbank. Nauendorf, whofe 

corps had remained encamped at Zirlau, near 

iFxtybburg, in the mean time covered the plain, 

ani advanced with his parties as far as Jauer 

and Lignitz. The king fcnt Krockow to 

Wahlftadt, and he furpriled a detachment of 

Nauendorf, of more than three hundred men, 

whom he Brought prifbners to die army. 

Marihal Daun however was not fo tranquil 
^s he appeared ; he prepared the roads from 
Landftiut to Bolkenhayn, caufed troops to file 
off to Ruhbank, and, by ODmhining thefe pre- 
vious meafures, it was tafy to fuppofe his inten-- 
tion was to ftirprife the Army of the king, by a 
circuitous march, and take it in the rear, fi-om 
the road of Bolkenhayn, which was repairing^ 
This riik mig^t be avoided, to remain etpofed 

to 
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to which would h^^ve been temerity ; bcfide that 
die Pruffians a& better on the offenfive thaa 
the defenfiv?. The neighbouring forage too 
was confumed ; fp that, inftead of remaining 
under the incertainty of fuch an event, the Jdng 
projeded to turn the right of marlhal Dau^ with 
hi$ left, in coptradiftion to the motion that he 
had exeputcd w^th his right, againft Laudon. 
The ^nny quitted the camp of R,eichenau and 
Paumgarten, on the pvening of the 1 6thf The 
firft atteqipt was to be nude on thp height of 
Kunzfndorf J but the e^emy, being enabled to 
repair thither in lefs time, prevented the Pruf- 
fiaus; an4 as the village of Cider was to be 
pafied, the prwice of Lowenftein, who encamped 
near jt^ ^v& engaged in a ik|rmi(b> and next 
kept up a h(^ icannpnad^e. The diredioij 
ef the army of die king was three thoufand 
paces frcxn the foot of thefe mountains, that it 
might be lefs expofed p the Auftrian artijlery ; 
but tjie enemy, defcending from his h^i^ts^ 
fomewhat deranged the pieafures that had been 
taken. Zigliien, who led the rear-guard, had 
no fponpr quitted the camp than he was con- 
tinually haraffed during his rovite. As this 
Slackened his march, the van of the arfny was 
ipore thain once obliged to halj, that the dif- 

i 4 ^^^?^ 
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tances might be kept, and that the power 6f 
mutual fuccour might thus be prefervecl. 

When the van-guar<i approached Kunzendqrf, 
huffars and dragoons were fent to occupy that 
height. Thf5 infantry could not follow fufH- 
ciently feft to fliftain the horfe* The van of 
marfhal Daun appeared, at the fame time, coni- 
ing from Furftcnft^in. Too feeble to maintain 
this important poft, it was obliged to be aban- 
doned by the huffars and dragoons. The rear- 
guard, which had greatly retarded the march of 
the kingj occafioned a new halt belide Schon- 
brunn, to give it time to join the rear of the co- 
lumns. The generals of the enemy, hoping tq 
profit by the occafion, attacked the Pruffian in- 
fantry with thirty fquadron^ ; but they were re-? 
ceived by the artillery^ mingled with a heavy 
fire of fmall arms, and aftenyard driven back 
to their lines by the cuirafliers of Henry and 
Seidlitz. 

At length the king gained the village of Bo- 
gendprf, but ftill paced by the Imperialifts, 
His van-rguard proceeded to the heights of Ho- 
hengierfdorf. An abatis wd-s obliged to be 
opened that the enemy had throwji up to de- 
fend the road among the mountains. Daun 
nearly divined the intention of the king, and 
placed himfelf near Hoch Bogendorf, five or 
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fix lines deep, that by the aid of a neighbour- 
ing road he might occupy the eminence of Ho- 
hengierfdorf before the Pruffians? He was can- 
nonaded by Ziethen with fo much fuccefs that 
the confufion became akBpft general in his 
corps; and Wied firil gained the heights of 
Hohengierfdorf, with a battalion pf prince 
Hcmy, and another of young Brunfwick. Here 
he found ten Auftrian fquadrcms, that ba^ diC- 
mounted, and that were prefently repulfed byn 
few difcharges of the vtill/?ry* Hence he ad- 
-nranced to pc^ himielf fp as tp cut off the 
^emy from the ro^d tP this .eipinencCi and 
came up with the van of ten ba^alipos of grena- 
diers^ fent widi the fame intc;ntion by marflial 
Daun. Thefe Wied a^ack^: She a<Sipn was 
warm but fliort: the Aufbjaiw werje beateii, 
and loll fix hundrird grenadier s^ aj^d fpurteoi 
pieces of artillery. The yan-guard, and the 
left of the king's array, followed Wied; and 
took poft.frota this eminence to the Blauer?. 
anzoi* The heights pf Seitendorf, which thf 
dntmy had diligently garnilh^d, were recon- 
noitred. The cannonade tha( h^d begun by 
day-breal^, did npt end till half pail nine in th^ 
evening, and it f<9em§d fo con|i4erable to the 
officers of the garrifon of Breflau^ by whom if 
isras heard, jhg; tljey ipoiagin^i jjie^? l^d bepn ^ 
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battle. It was in reality nothing but a march; 
in former timw battles were fought without (o 
-many difthargei from the artillery as on that 
day.' 

Wahlenburg wjis wi(hed to be giiined^ where 
the enemy had a bakery, but the delay occa^ 
iioned by. continually ^ghting had {been fo great 
:that it was impofSble lor the Piit^ns, at this 
^ime, further to pufh tjieir advantages. On the 
Jinprrow, the T^Scfa^ the army of the king, ^except 
iihe cuiraffiers, occupied the -bei^iF^ of Gierf- 
dorff An attempt was made to penetrase 
through Neu Reuiendorf, and by die Kqfaibcrg 
-to Wahlenburg. Lciudon had, duriifg nigfati 
prevented this, i>y occupying the defiles 
that defended this pafs. He was further 
joined by Lafcy; fo that the atcempt of the 
Pr.uffians ended only in a eannonade. Tbe 
king mean time ma^e himfdf mafter of the 
heigkts of Beerfdwf. The left of his camp w»s 
fupported at Kunaft, whence the line txamed 
Arough Beei^fdorf and DittmaniHorf, where the 
•head quarters were. It pafied Aence by the 
Blaueranzcn ; and the emmence of Hdien* 
gierfdorf, at the extremity of 4he right, was 
occupied by the rderve under Ae conamand of 
Torcade. 

The army of '^un extended over ground 

more 
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more ample. The corps of Laudon and Lafcy 
proceeded to Jauemick and Tanhaufen, through 
Neu Reufeodoif^ as Bu* as Sekendorf. The 
marlhars army here began^ and filled the whole 
ridge that extends to Bog^idcnrf. Lowenflein and 
*Beck covered his left flank^ with a fr<xit toward 
Schweidnitz, and Nauendorf covered his rear 
at Furftenftein. The two armies were fo cooped 
up among the mountains that they could neither 
of them advance^ and their camps were mutu- 
ally impregnable. They were befide fo near 
each other that it only depended on the gene- 
rals to make a reciprocal and efficacious can* 
nonade; but, as this could cfFeft no good pur- 
pofe, tranquillity was prefervcd. The torfe 
patroles might (hake hands, but all tilting was 
forlMdden; it might have been affirmed that 
an lutniiUce was agreed on. So far was this 
carried that the Auffaians and Pruffians reftored 
the patroles who had loft thtmfclves in the dark, 
on fuch roads as led to their pofts. To add to 
fecurity, diough nature had been pleafed to 
mdkt of thefe mountains a fpecic^ of fortrefTes, 
they mutually threw up intrenchments. 

Marfhal Daun began to be imeafy at his fitu- 
ation. It was infupportable to fee how proba- 
ble it was he (hould lofe tlie campaign, on the 
fuccefs of whidi he had placed all his hopes. 

The 
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The forage of the mountains was confumedj 
imall parties only could be ient i^^o the plain; 
jhe brc^en roads r^nd^rod t^e arriy^iof his 
convoys from Bphpmia morp diffi(:uk; hi was 
on the point of abandoning Silefia^ on which 
th^re no loQgjsr remained any attack to be made. 
Amid his chagrin^ he could imagine iu> better 
rcfource, to recover affairs, than a diverfion of 
fo fcrious ^ nature as to force the king to de- 
parts He moved Jicavcn and earth that he 
might difpofe the Ruffian generals, and efpe^ 
daily Sokikow, to make this diverfionj whict, 
according to his plan, was th^ » body of Rufi- 
fians ftiould march to Berlin; and, that hp 
might eppour^e them to the undertaking, he 
prppofcd to add ^ detachment from his army, 
jp^uaded that this would be the only n^e^ns of 
obliging the king to h^n to thcj/uccour of feif 
hereditary ftates, and confequently to'q^^t• Sir 
Icfia before he fhould pbhge iJbe Ayft^'i^s xq 
IPptir^ ijito Bohemia. 

He fent a general officer to the Ruffian camp 
to negotiate this bufinefs; The court of Vienna 
daily difpatched couriers to Petprft?urg to fupr 
port the projeft. ^ndp^vours were made to 
^lure the Ruffles by the profpgft qf pilh^g^ 
and booty; and the monient they had confent* 
fd Lafcy was detached frpm Seifendorf to aid 

ia 
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in the execution. Though the king was in* 
formed of thefe intentions, he did not defift 
fix)m detaching Wied, with fix thoufcnd men, 
into Upper Silefia. Here Wied met with the 
corps of Bethlem. At Neufladt, the dragoons 
of Krockow were fent to reconnoitre, where by 
their ill addrefs they loft a hundred ajnd twenty 
men ; but thefe ^re trifles. 

Generals Czernichef and Tottleben began 
their march, on the 20th of September; they 
had pafled the Oder at Beuthen whence they 
had proceeded to Chriftiahfladt^ while Solti«> 
kow diredted his march from Schlichtingheim, 
in Poland, to Frankfort, where he arrived on 
the 6th of Oftober. The afl&irs of Saxony were 
but ii^ zn ill ftate, after the departure of the 
king. The troops of the circles fooH occupied 
Noffen. Hulfen, tdo feeble to maintain all the 
polls that were neceffary to prevent the prince 
de Deuxp(mt^ &om turning him, could not pre- 
ferve his pofidon at Schlettau, and retreated to 
Strehla. He was immediately followed by the 
enemy. (20th) Luziniky marched upon his 
right flank, while the prince of Stolberg at- 
tacked the right of the ftu^ans, on the Durren- 
berg. M. von Braun, who commanded that 
brigade, vigoroiifly repulfed the enemy. The 
dragoons of Schoilemmec, and the huflTars of 

Kleift, 
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Kleift^ fell on them at the fame time and cx3m«» 
pleted their rout. They took the prince of 
Naffau, a colonel in the Auftfian fervice> twenty 
officers^ and foiir hundred men; upon which 
the prince de Deuxpont^ retreated. 

Bat it fccmed as if the number of foes Hulfen 
had to combat wa^ yet infufEcient : chahce raifed 
him up new enemies. The duke of Wurtcm- 
berg again appeared in the field; he hoped 
better fuccefs, ferving uhder the iaufpiccs of 
Auftria^ than he had found by making war ih 
conjvm&ion with the French. He had ftipu- 
lated that his troops (hould be employed as a 
feparate corps^ and advanced toward Saxony. 
As he now appeared in the vicinity of Grimma^ 
Hulfen found it no longer convenient to con- 
tinue at Strehla^ He retired to Torgau, to 
cover the magazine he had in that town, as well 
as circumftances woidd permit. 

The prince de Deoxpoms followed, and en- 
Camped at Belgem. The duke of Wurtem* 
berg advanced from Bitterfeld toPretfch; Lu- 
zinlky inclined to Dominitfdi, where he threw 
a bridge over the Elbe, and crofled on the fame 
day. The prince de Deuxponts, and generals 
Haddick and Maquire, advanced at the fanae 
time on HuUen, and approached the heights of 
Suptitz, which they, occupied. \Th^e cpij^- 

bined 
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bined motions of the enemy, and the paflage of 
the Elbe by lAiziniky, made it apprehended 
that the fiege of Torgau was projeded; or per- 
haps a march to Berlin> where there were but 
few troops. Mullen wifhed to prevent dedgns 
fo dangerous. (a6th) To this effeft he pafled 
the Elbe at Torgau, and fixed his camp as 
Jeffen, at the 4:5onfluence of the Elfta: and the 
Elbe. After, his departure, the enemy imme* 
diately burnt the bridge of Torgau. The go* 
vernor of the town n^uic no defence; he fur- 
tendered the fame dAy. A garrifon of eight 
hundred men, many fick, diid a confiderable 
magazine, all were loft, and fell into the haxttfe 
of the Imj^erialifts. The prince de Dcuxponts 
afterward advanced on the Elfter j and Hulfen, 
unable to refift the enemy in Gcom and rear, re^ 
tired to CofWig; whence he was c^led to Beiiin^ 
as we (hall prefently relate. The town of Wit* 
tenberg was immediately befieged; the gover- 
nor Satenirion defended the place with fortitude 
and valour. It was bombarded by the enemy, 
tod three parts reduced to afties. Stores at 
length fisiiled, and he did nc^ furrender till the 
14th of Odtober, after having performed eveiy 
thing that could be expcfted from a man of 
honour. 

The overthrow c£ Saxony, and the dangers 
3 ' that 
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that menaced the country of Brandehbourg and 
Berlin, were motives fuificient to indwe th« 
king to march diligently to the aid of thcfe 
countries. It was now the month of 06tober> 
nor was it to be prcfutped that die enemy, fo 
flow in preparation, would begin a fiege at tha( 
advanced fe^on; coniidering that his meafures 
had all been deranged in Silefia. The proba- 
bilities all were that the king might, without 
any rifk, quit Silefia. As therefore his prefence 
was become fo eflendal in other parts, he re- 
called Wied from Upper Silefia, and, on the 
7th of Oftober, decamped from Dittmanfdorf. 
He marched through BunzelwitZj Jauer, Con- ; 
fadfdorf and Primkenau to Sagan, where on the 
1 1 th he was jbined by Goltz. This general had 
detached Warner to Colberg, in the month of 
September, the reafon of which we ftiall pre- 
fendy fee. From Sagan the king marched 
through Guben to Gros Morau, where he ar- 
rived on the 15th. He intended to -tome on 
the rear of the Ruffians, that the whole corps 
might be deftroyed which had adventured as 
far as Berlins but, as it happened, this was un-^ 
neceflary. 

Czernichef and Tottleben had marched by 
the road of Guben and Beefkow, and on the 
3dof Odober had appeared before the gates 

of 
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of Berlin. The prince of Wurtembcrg, who 
made head again^ the Swedes^ gained intelli* 
gence of theif march. His war with the Swedes 
was ilill what it had been; the enemy pafled 
the Peene, was beat by detachments^ and re* 
treated on one fide to advance on another. In 
a word nothing happened in this war that merits 
the attention of pofterity. The prince of Wur- 
temberg was at Pafewalk when he heard of the 
march of the Ruflians. He had fent for Wer- 
ner out of Pomerania^ whofe fuccefs againft the 
Ruffians had been great. The fingularity of 
his expedition engages us to relate the manner 
of it ; fomewhat to enliven the tra^cal gravity 
of this narrative. 

The Ruffians had fent their admiral^ Zachary 
Danielowitz, with twenty-fix (hips of war, to 
which were added a Swedifh fquadron, to lay 
fiegc to Colberg. Their trenches were opened 
on the 26th of Aug\]{l» and their operadons 
continued to the i8th of September. The go- 
vernor and the garrifon ftrove who Ihould enaft 
moft wonders, in the deferice and the fallies 
they made. The news of this fiege occafioned 
the departure of Werner from Silefia, that he 
might hallen to fuccour Colberg with four bat^-^ 
K talioM 
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talions and nine fquadrons. He furprifed the 
enemy at Selnow, feized on the important pafs 
of the Kautzenberg, and threw himfelf into thd 
town. The enemy raifed the liege the fame 
night, embarked on board the fliips, and aban- 
doned fifteen cannon, feven mortars, and the 
war (lores, 

Werner made fix hundred prifoncrs. On the 
morrow he prefented himfelf on the fliores of 
the Baltic; and, by an incredible effed of ter- 
ror, the fleet weighed anchor, fet fail, and drove 
before the wind into the high feas. Fate no 
doubt had ordered that general Werner, with 
fome fquadrons of dragoons, was to put a fleet 
to the rout. After having expelled the Ruffians 
from Pomerania, he repaired to Prenziow, where 
liejoined the prince of Wurtemberg; and, in 
conjundion with Belling, remained in thofc 
parts to oppofe the Swedes; while the prince 
of Wurtemberg advanced by hafty marches to- 
ward Berlin, at which city he arrived on the 4th 
ofOftober. 

t Every one ftobd on the defenfive in that 
capital; invalids, fick, all were up in arms. 
The fortificatiotis only confifled of fome arrows 
p( isafth, raifed before the gates. Thefe im- 
portant pofts were con^ded to thofe army gene- 
rals 
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tals who^ fick or wounded, happeiied to be in 
the city* The prince of Wurtemberg made a 
fally with his cavalry, from the gate of Silefia, 
where he met the enemy, and was for fix hours 
attacked by Tottleben, who furrcmnded him 
with a corps of between feven and eight thou- 
fand Coflacks and dragoons. Thefe the prince 
not only repulfed but purfucd as far as Kope- 
nick. On the moirow the gate was attacked by 
two thoufand Ruffian foot. Seidlitz, though not 
yet cured of the wounds he received at Kunerf- 
dorf, commanded here, and drove off the ene- 
my. Information had beeii fent to Hulfen of 
the prefent danger of the capital; he had haft- 
cned from Cofwig and in the interim arrived; 
Had the Ruffians only been prefent they would 
foon have been forced to retreat; but the city 
was loft by the coming up of Lafcy, This 
general already had feized pn Potfdam and 
Charlottenbourg, and advanced from the fouth 
on the capital. Berlin i^ three miles in circum- 
ference, and it wa$. impoffible that fixteen thou« 
fand men (hould defend an inclofure fo vaft, 
in which thiace was neither, work nor rampart, 
againft twenty thoufand Ruffiana^ wd eighteen, 
thoufand Aiiftria^w; who, having no motive 
for forbearance,, might cflfeft whatever deftruc- 
tion they jpfeifed. The cinemy had already 
K z thrown. 
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thrown ibme bombs into the city; and> Ihould 
the befiegcd hold out to the laft extremity, the 
troops were in danger of being taken, and the 
capital of total ruin. Thefe effential and ferious 
confiderations occafioned the generals to come 
to a refohition to retire; intimatmg to the 
magiftrates that they (hould fend deputies, to 
the chiefs of the enemy, that a kind of capitu- 
lation might be drawn up. On the night of the 
9th, the prince of Wurtemberg and general 
Hulfen departed, and inclined toward Spandau : 
the corps of cbaffcursonly fuffered during, the 
retreat. 

The Ruffians entered Berlin the fame day. 
It was agreed the citizens (hould, by tax, raife 
the fum of two millions, which (hould be paid 
in lieu of pillage. Generals Lafcy and Czemi- 
chef were neverthelefs tempted to burn a part 
of the cityi and fomething fatal might have 
happened had it not been for the remonflrances 
of M. Verelft, the Dutch ambaffador. This 
worthy republican fpoke to them of the rights 
of nations, and depifted their feverity in colours 
fo fearful as to excite (hMie. Thdr ftiry and 
vengeance turned on the royal palaces of Char- 
lottenbourg and Schonhaufcn, which were pil- 
laged by the ColTacks and Saxons. 
: ' Th€ rumoui: of the march ^f the king guncd 

credit. 
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credit. Information was received by Laicy and 
Czcrnichcf that he intended to cut off their re* 
treat. This haftened their departure, and they 
retired on the 1 2th. The Ruflians^repaffed the 
Oder at Frankfort and Schwedt; and, on the 
1 5th, Soltikow marched toward Landfbcrg on 
the Wartha. Lafcy pillaged whatever he could 
find on his route; and in three days regained 
Torgau. The prince of Wurtcmbcrg and Hul- 
fcn, embarraffed how to aft, had turned toward 
Cofwig, and cantoned there for want of know* 
ing where to go^ 

At Grofs Morau the king heard thefe dif- 
ferent accounts. As there wei:e no more Ruf- 
fians to combat, he was at liberty to direft all 
his efforts againft Saxony; therefore, inftead of 
takmg the rcmte to Kopcnick, he took tha? of 
Lubben. Marihal Daun however had followed 
the king into L^ifatia. He then approached v 
Torgau, and, as it was known th^t he had left 
Laudon at Lowenberg, general Goltz had or- 
ders to return into Silefia, to oppofe the attempts 
of the Auftrians with his utmoft abilities. On 
the 22d the army of the king arrived at Jeffen, 
The troops of the prmce de Deuxponts extend- 
ed wholly along the left (hore of the Elbe. He 
and the greateft part of his forces were at Prata, 
oppofite Wittenberg; this fortrefs he evacuated 
K3 ^ 
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as fpon a$ the van of the Pruffians appeared 
near the town. ' ' ^ ■ 

Thefudden changes that bad happened dur- 
ing this campaign required new meafurcs to be 
taken, and other difpofitions to be made. The 
Pruffians had not a (ingle magazine in all Sax- 
ony. The army of the king exifted from day 
to day; he drew fomc little flour from Spandau, 
but this beg^n to fail; add to this the enemy 
occupied all Saxony. Dauri had arrived at 
Torgau; the troops of the circles held the 
courfe of the Elbe, and the duke of Wurtem- 
berg occupied the environs of Deflau. To free 
himfelf from fo many enemies, the king order- 
ed Hulfen and the prince of Wurtemberg to 
march to Magdebourg, there to pafs the Elbe, 
and efcort the boats loaded with floiir which 
were to come to Deflau, where the king rcfolved 
to pafs the Elbe, with the right of his army, and 
afterward join HuHcn. 

In the principality of HalberfliSadt the prince 
of Wurtemberg had a rencontre with a detach- 
ment X)f the duke his brother, which was en- 
tirely deftroyeri. The duke returned with all 
fpeed, through Merfeburg and Leipfic, to 
Naumburg. The right of the king pafled the 
Elbe on the a6th, and joined Hulfen and the 
prince near Deflau. On this movement the 

prince 
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prince de Deuxponts abandoned the banks of 
the Elbe, and retired through Duben to Leipiic. 
He had left Ried in the rear, in a foreft between 
Oranienbaum and Kemberg, where this officer 
had taken poft, with little judgment; having 
garniflied the woods with his huffars, and pofted 
his pandours in the plain. 

The van of the Pruffians attacked Ried; his 
fcattered troops were beaten in detail, and his 
corps almoft deftroyed. Of three thoufand fix 
hundred men, he could only aflemble feven- 
teen hundred, at Pretfch, to which place he 
was driven after the aftion. 

When the army of the king had attained 
Kemberg, Ziethen, who with the left had Hop- 
ped the enemy at Wittenberg, pafled the Elbe, 
and joined the main army. Marfhal Daun 
however had come up with Lafcy, at Torgau. 
As certain information was received that his 
van-guard had taken the road to Eulenburg, 
he could be fuppofed to have no other intention 
than that of joining the army of the circles. On 
this the army marched to Duben, .to oppofe a 
junftion fo prejudicial to the interefts of the 
king. Here arriving, 4 battalion of Croats W4S 
found, who were all either taken or put to the 
fword. At this place the king formed a maga- 
zine : it feemed the moft convenient poft be- 
K 4 caufe 
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cjiufe that it is a peninfula and nearly (urround- 
cd by the Muldc. Some redoubts were con- 
ftrufted; and ten battalions under Sydow were 
left for its defence. 

The army of the king from thence marched 
to Eulenburg. The Auftrian troops that had 
encamped in that vicinity retired, through 
Mochrena to Torgau, with fo much precipitate 
hade that they abandoned a part of their tents. 
The army encamped with the right at Thalwitz, 
and the left at Eulenburg. Hulfen was obliged 
to pafs the Mulde with fome battalions. He 
took a pofition between Belzen and Goftevra, 
oppofite the prince de Deuxponts, whofe army 
was at Taucha. Under the prefent circum- 
fiances, the firft thing neceffary was to drive 
the troops of the circles to a diftance, as well 
becaufe they were on the rear of the Pruffians, 
as to prevent their union with the Auftrians. 
This coft but little trouble; Hulfen gave them 
the alarm, and they decamped the fame night, 
paffed the Pleiffe, and then the Elfter, and re- 
treated to Zeitz. Major Quintus, with his free 
battalion, vigoroufly charged their rear-guard ; 
from wljich he took four hundred prifoners. 
After fo happily tenpinating this expedition, 
the Pruflians recovered pofleffion of Leipfic, 
and Hulfen rgoined the army* 

Every 
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Every event (November) hitherto had turned 
to the advantage of the king. The irruption of 
the Ruffians and the taking of Berlin, which 
might appear to induce confcquenccs fo great, 
ended in a manner lefs af&iding than could 
have been expefted. Contributions and money 
only were loft. The enemy was driven from 
the frontiers of Brandenbourg. Wittenberg and 
Leipfic were recovered; and the troops of the 
ch-cies were repulfed to a diftance too confidcr- 
able for it to be feared they Ihould join thft 
I mperialifts with promptitude; but all was not 
yet done, and the projefts that remained were 
the moft difficult part of the whole. 

The Jluffians kept at Landiberg on the 
Wartha, and there might remain peaceful ^(pec- 
tators of what fliould pafs in Saxony. The 
king however was informed that other reafons 
engaged them not to march to too great a dif- 
tance; for their defign was, (hould the Apftrians 
obtain any advantages over the army of the 
king, or (hould marflial Daun mamtain Toi^u, 
to re-enter the eleftorate of Brandenbourg; and, 
conjointly with the Auftrians, to take up their 
quarters on the banks of the Elbe. The con- 
fequence of fuch a projeft wpuld have been 
fatally dcfperate to Pruffia. By this pofition 
they would cut off the army, not only from Si- 

lefia 
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lefia and Pomer:uiia but, from Berlin itfelf, that 
jiurfing rnother- which fupplied clothing, arms, 
baggage, ^nd- every neceflary for the men. 
Add to which the troops would have no qqar- 
xers to tal^e, except beyond the Mulde, be- 
tween the Pleiffe, the Saale, the Elfter, and the 
.Unftrut. This would have been a fpace too 
^arrovv to fupply the army with fubfiftence, 
durbg the winter* And whence fhould maga- 
zines (q\' the fpring, uniforms, and recruits be 
X)btained ? The army thus prefled, and thrown 
.back upon the allies, would have ftarved them 
by ftarving itfelf. 

Without any profound military knowledge, 
every rational man would comprehend that, 
had the king remained quiet during autumn, 
and formed no new attempts, he. would but 
have deUvered himfelf, tied hand and foot, into 
the power of the enemy. Let us ftill further 
add thaJE the provifions that had been depofited 
at Duben fcajcely would fupply the troops for 
the fpa*ce of a montli ; that the froft, which be- 
gaa to be felt, would foon impede the n^viga- 
ticox of the Elbe ; confequently the boats could 
no longer bring provifions from Magdebourg ; 
zxid in fine that the very laft diftrefs muft have 
fucceeded> had not good meafures been taken . 

4 to 
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to remove the enemy, and gain ground on which 
tjhie army might encamp and fubfift. 

After having maturely examined anfi weighed 
all thele reafons, it was determined to comntit 
the fortune of Pruffia to the iffue of a battle, if 
no other means, by manoeuvring, could be 
found, of driving marfhal Daun from his poft 
at Torgau. It will be proper to obferve tha? 
the fears with which he might be infpiredt coyld 
only relate to two objefts ; the firft that of gain- 
ing Drefden before him, in which there wa3 
but a feeble garrifon ; and the fecond of ap-» 
proaching the Elbe, and difturbing hipi con-^ 
cerning fubfiilence, which was brought from 
Drefden by the river. It muft be confeffed 
that this laft manoeuvre could not give him 
much uneafinefs, becaufe that he was entirely 
m3.fter of the right (hore of the Elbe, and 
might bring the provifions he wanted by land, 
when they could no more be tranfported by 
water. The greateft difficulty in executing thi$ 
plan was that two things, nearly contradidory, 
were to be reconciled ; the march of the army 
to the Elbe; and the fecurity of the magjazine^ 
Not to forget all rule, the army of the king, in 
Advancing, ought not to depart too far from the 
line of defence by which it covered its fubfift- 
ence ; and the motion it was to make upon the 

Elbe 
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Elbe threw it entirely to the right, and un- 
covered its rear. It was ftill endeavoured to 
reconcile this enterprize on the enemy with the 
fecurity of the magasdne. The king propofed 
to incline to Schilda, that he might prove the 
countenance of Daun, and attack him at Tor- 
gau, (hould he obftinately perfift in remaining 
there. As it was but one march to Schilda, 
(hould the marftial retire on this motion, there 
was no fear that he (hould attempt Duben ; and, 
if he remained at Torgau, by attacking him on 
the morrow, it feemed apparent that he would 
have fo many occupations he would have no 
time to form projects againft the magazine. 

Every thing confpiring to confirm the king 
in his refolution, he, on the fecond of Novem- 
ber, marched the army to Schilda. During 
the whole route he continued with the van-guard 
of the huflars, that he might obferve to which 
fide the advai^ced pofts of the enemy retired, as 
they were repulfed by the troops of the king. 
This did not long remain a fubjeft of doubt. 
The detachments all withdrew to Torgau, ex- 
cept Brentano, who was attacked at Belgern, 
and taken in fuch a direction that he could only 
efcape toward Strehla. Kleift took eight hun- 
dred prifoners. The army of the king en- 
camped firom Schilda through Probfthain to 

Langcn- ' 
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Langen-Reichenback, and marfhal Daun re- 
inained firm and motionlefs at Torgau. There 
no longer was any doubt but that he had re* 
ceived pofitiye orders firom his court to main* 
tain his po(t at any price. 

The following difpofitions were made for the 
attack on the morrow* The. right of the Im- 
perialifts was fupported behind the ponds of 
Grofwich; their centre covered the hill of Sup- 
titz ; the left terminated beyond Zinna^ extend- 
ing toward the ponds of Torgau; Exclufive of 
this, Ried obfcrved the Pruflian army from 
befide the foreft of Torgau. Lafcy, with a re- 
ferve of twenty thoufand men, covered the 
caufeway, and the ponds that lie at the ex- 
tremity of the place, where the Imperialifts had 
fupported their left. Still the ground on which 
the enemy flood wanted depth ; and the lines 
had not an intervM of above three hundred 
paces. This was a very favourable circum- 
ftance for the Pruffians; becaufe that, by at- 
tacking the centre in front and rear, the foe 
would be placed between two fires, and could 
not avoid being beaten. 

To produce this efFeft, the king divided bis 
army into two bodies. The one deflined to ap- 
proach from the Elbe, after having pafled the 
foreft oi Torgau, was to attack the enemy in 

the 
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the rear, from the hill of Snptitz ; while th* 
other, following the route of Eulcnbui^ to 
Torgau, was to fix a battery on the eminence 
of Git>fwich, and, at the fame time, attack the 
village of Suptitz. Thefe two corps, adting ia 
Concert, muft neccffarily divide the centre of 
the Auftrians ; after which it would be eafy to 
drive the remnant toward the Elbe, where the 
ground was one continued gentle declivity, ex-* 
cfeUently advantageous to the Pruffians, and 
muft have procured them a complete viftory. 

The king began bis march at the dawn of 
day, on the 3d, and was followed by thirty bat* 
talions and fifty fquadrons of his kft. The 
troops crofled the fbreft of Torgau in thrc« 
columns. The route of the firft line of infentty 
led through Mochrena, Wildenhayn, Grofwidi^ 
and Neiden ^ the route of the fecond throu^ 
X^echhutte, Jttgerteich, and Bruckendorf, to 
Elfnich. The cavalry that compofed the thkd 
column paffed the wood of Wildenhayn, t4 
march to Vogelfang. Ziethen at the fame time 
led the rigJit of the army, confifting of thirty 
battalions and feventy fqUadrons, and filed off 
On the road that goes from Eulenburg to Tor- 
gau. The corps hea<ied by the king met with 
general Ried, pofted at the feirts of the foreft of 
Torgau, with two regiments of hu0a!^, as ma^y 

dragoons. 
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dragoons, and three battalions of pandours. 
Some voUies of artillery were fired, and he fell 
back on the right of the Imperialifts. 

Near Wildcnhayn there is a frnrall plain In 

the foreft, where ten battalions of grenadiers 

were feen, well polled, who affedted to difpute 

the paflage of the Pruffians. They made fome 

ilifcharges of artillery on the column of the 

king, which were anfwered by the PrufEans; 

A liiie of infantry was formed to charge, but 

they reclined toward their army. The huflars 

brought word, at the fame time, that the regi-^ 

nient of St. Ignon was in the wood, betweeii 

the two columns of infantry, and that it had 

tvdn difmounted. It was incontinently at* 

tacKcd i; and, as thefe dragoons found no out* 

let for efcape, the whole regiment was deftroycd; 

Thefe g^i^enadiirs and this regiment were mu* 

tually to depart on an expedition againft D6- 

bdn, and the commanding officer, St. Ignon^ 

who was taken, bitterly complained that Ried 

had ndt infbrtned him of the approach of the 

Pnlffians. This trifling af&ir only coft the 

troops a few moments ; they purfued their road, 

and the heads: of the columns arrived, at one 

o'clock, on the ferthier fide of the forefl, in the 

ImallphinofNeiden. 

- ■ * - Here 
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Here were feen fome dragoons of Bathiani/ 
tnd four battalionSj who coming from the vil- 
lage of Elfnich made fome difcharges of artil^ 
Icry, at a venture, and fired with their fmall 
arms. This no doubt was a motion of furprife^ 
occafioned perhaps by having feen fome Pruf- 
fian huflars. They retired upon a height be- 
hind the defile of Neiden. In this place is a 
large marfbj which begins at Grofwich and goes 
to the Elbe, and over which there is no other 
paflage but two narrow caufeways. Had this 
corps taken advantage of its ground there cer- 
tainly would have been no battle. However de- 
tennined the king might be to attack the Im- 
perialifts, fuch an attack would have become im* 
poflible : he muft have renounced his jnrc^efl:, 
and returned full fpeed to regain Euleiiburg* 
But it happened far otherwife ; thefe battalions 
haftened to rejoin the army, to which they were 
invited by a heavy cannonade whid^ they heard 
from the fide of Ziethen. The king fuppofed, 
as was very probable, that the troops of Ziethen 
already were in adion with the enemy. This 
induced him to pafs the defile of Neiden, with 
his hufTars and infantry ; for the cavalry which 
ought to have proceeded was not yet come up. 
The king glided into a little M^rood, and perfon- 
ally reconnoitred the pofition of the enemy. He 

judged 
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Judge4 there was no ground on which it was 
proper to form, in prefence of the Auftrians, 
Ji>ut by p^i^g this fmall wood, which would i^ 
foojLC me^we conceal his troops, axid whence 
a confiderable ravin mighf be gained, to pro- 
ted the foidiers, while they formed, from the 
enemy's artiJUIery. This ravin was not indeed 
^bove eight hundred paces from the Auflxian 
wnjty; but the remainder of the ground, which 
fron^ Suptitz defceuded like a glacis to the Elbe, 
was fuch that, had the army here been fiormecj, 
one half mull have bera cut off, before it could 
^ipproach die pnemy. 

Mar&al Daun fcarcely could credit the re- 
port that the Pruffians were marching to the at- 
tack ; nor was it till aitw reiterated information 
that he omered his fccond line to face about, 
and tbatthe greateft part of the artiUery of the 
firft line was brought to the fecond. What- 
ever precaution the king mig^t uke to cover 
the march of his troops, the enemy, who had 
four hundred pieces of artillery in battery, 
could hot fail to kill many of his men. Eight 
hundred foidiers fell, and thirty cannon were 
cteftroyed, with their horfes, train, and gunners, 
before the columns vrived at the place where 
they were to be put in <»:der of battle. The 
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king formed his infantry in three lines, each of 
ten battalions, and began the attack* Had his 
caValfy been prefent, he would have thrown 
two regimcfnts of dragdofis into a bottom, that 
was on the right of his infantry, to cover its 
flank ; but the prince of Holftein, whofe |)hlegm 
was invincible, did not come up till an hour 
after the aftion had begun. According to the 
regulations that had been agreed on, the at- 
tacks were to be made at the fame time, and 
the rcfult ought to have been that either the 
king or Ziethen fliould penetrate through the 
centre of the enemy at Suptitz* But general 
Ziethen, inftead of attacking, amufed himfelf 
for a confiderable time with a body of pah- 
dours, whom he encountered in the foreft of 
Torgau. He next cannonaded the corps of 
Lafcy, who as we have faid was polled behind 
the ponds of Torgau. In a word, the orders 
were not executed; the king attacked fingly, 
without being feconded by Ziethen, and with- 
out his cavalry being prefent. This ftill did 
not prevent him from purfuing his purpofe. 
The firft line of the king left the ravin, and 
boldly marched to the enemy ; but the prodigi- 
ous fire of the Imperial artillery, and the de- 
fcent of the ground, were too difadvantageous. 
Moft of the Pruffian generals, commanders of 

battalions. 
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battalions, and foldiers,.were killed or wounded* 
The line fell back, and returned in fomc difor- 
der. By this the Auftrian carabiniers profited, 
purfued, and did not retreat till they had re* 
ceived fome difcharges from the fecond linC;, 
This line alfo approached, was difturbed, and,, 
after a more bloody and obftinate combat than 
the preceding, was in like manner repulfcd. 
Bulow who led it to the attack was taken. 

At length the much expefted prince of Hoi- 
ftein and his cavalry arrived. The third line 
of the Pruffians was already in adion ; the re- 
giment of prince Henry, attacking the enemy, 
was in turn charged by the Auftrian cavalry, 
and fupported by the huflars of Hund, Rcit- 
zenftein, and Prittwitz, againft all the efforts 
of the enemy to break its ranks. The dreadful 
fire of the artillery of the Auftrians had too 
haftily confumed the ammunition* They had 
left their refervd of cannon on the other fide of 
the Elbe, and their clofe lines did not admit of 
ammunition waggons to pafs and make proper 
diftribution to the batteries. The king pro- 
fited by the moment when their fire flackened^ 
and ordered the dragoons of Bareuth to attack 
their infantry. They were led on with fo 
much valour and impctuofity, by Bulow, that^ 
in lefs than three minutes, they took prifoner$ 
L2 the 
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the regiments of the Emperor, Neupcrg, Geif- 
ruck, and Imperial-Bareuth. The cuiraiffiers 
of Spacn and Frederic at the fame time made 
an affault on that part of the enemy's infantry 
"which was moft to the right of the PruflSans, 
put it to the rout, and brought back many 
prifoners. The prince of Holftein was placed 
to cover the left flank of the infantry, which 
his right wing joined, and his left inclined 
toward the Elbe. The enemy foon prefent- 
ed himfelf before the prince, with eighty 
fquadrons; the right toward the Elbe, the 
left toward Zinna* ODonnel commanded the 
Imperial cavalry. . Had he rdblutely attacked 
the prince, the battle muft have been loft 
without rcfource 2 but he was refpeftfiil of 
a ditch of a foot and a half wide, which thofe 
who ikirmifhed were forbidden to pafs. The 
enemy believed it to be confiderable, becaufc 
the PrulEans made a pretence of fearing to crofs 
it ; and the Imperialifts remained in the pre- 
fence of the prince inaftive. 

The dragoons of Bareuth had juft cleared the 
height of Suptitz. The king fent thither the 
regiment of Maurice, which had not engaged, 
and a brave and worthy officer, Leftwitz, 
brought up a corps of a thoufand men, which 
he had ft>rmed from the different regimchts that 

had 
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had beea repulf^ in previous attacks. With 
thefe troops the Phiffians feized on the emi** 
nencc of Suptitz, and there fixed themfdves, 
with all the cannon they coidd haftily coUeft, 
Ziethen^ at lengthy having arrived at his place 
of deflination^ attacked On his fide. Itb^aii 
to be dark^ and to prevent Prufikns from com^ 
bating Prufiians, the infantry of Suptitz beat 
the march. They were prefently joined by 
Ziethen ; and fcarcely had the Pruffians begun 
to form with order on the ground before Lafcy 
came up, with his corps, to diflodge the king's 
forces* He came too late : he was twice re* 
pulfed. Offended at his ill reception, at half 
paft nine, he retired toward Torgau. The 
Pruffians and Imperialifts were fo near each 
ether, among the vineyards of Suptitz, tha( 
inany officers and foldiers, on both parts, wan-^ 
derihg in the dark, were made prifoners after 
the battle was over, and all was tranquil. 
The king himfelf, as he was repairing to the 
village of Neiden, as well to expedite orders 
relative to the viftory as to fend imdhgence of 
it through Brandenbourg and Silefia, heard the 
found of a carriage near the army. The word 
was demanded, and the reply was Auftrian^ 
The cfcoft of the king fell on and took two 
L 3 field 
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field pieces and a battalion of pandoursj that 
had loft themfclves in the night* A hundred 
paces further, he came up with a troop^ of 
horfc, that again gave the word, Aujirian car- 
ubinifrs. The king's efcort attacked and difr 
perfed diem in the foreft. Thofe who were 
taken related that they had loft their road 
with Ried in the wood, and that they had 
imagined the Imperialifts remained matters of 
che field. 

The whole foreft that had been croffed by the 
Pruflians, before the battle, and befide which 
the king was then riding, was full of large fires. 
What thefc might mean no one could divine, 
and fome huffars were fent to gain inforn:\atipi;i. 
They returned, and related that foldiers fat round 
the fires, fome in blue uniforms and others ix^ 
white. As intelligence more exad was necef- 
fary, officers were then fent, who learnt a very 
(ingular f^; qf which I doxib|t whether any 
exan^ple ii^ hiftpry jnay be found. The fol- 
^icr3 were of bot|^ armies, and had fought re- 
fuge in the wood, w]iere they hs^d pafled an aft 
pf neutrality, to wait till fortune had decided in, 
fayour of the Pruflians or Imperialifts; and 
(hey had mutually agree^ to follow the vi<3:Qr^* 
pq$ party, 

This 
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This battle coft the Pruflians thirteen thou- 
'fand men, three thoufand of whom were killed, 
and three thoufend fell into the enemy's hands, 
during the firft attacks, while the Auftrians were 
viftorious ; Bulow and Finck were among thcfe* 
•The bread of the king was, grazed by a ball, 
and the margrave Charles received a contufion : 
ftveral generals were wounded. The battle 
•was obftinately difputed by both armies; its 
fiiry coft the Imperialifts twenty thoufand men, 
eight dioufand of whom were taken, with four 
generals. They loft twenty-feven p^ir of 
colours, and fifty cannon. Marihal Daun 
was wounded at the con^njencement of the 
battle* 

When the enemy faw the ftrft line of the 
Prullians give ground, with hopes too frivolous, 
they difpatched couriers to Vienna and War- 
faw, to announce their victory; but the fame 
night they abandoned the field of battle, and 
crofled tl^e Elbe at Torgau. On the morning 
of the following day, the 4th, Torgau ?^pitiil^t« 
cd to general Hulfen. The princq of Wqr- 
temberg was fent over the Elbe to purfu? the 
fi>c, who fled in diforder; he augmented the 
number of prifoncrs ^eady n^ade. The Im- 
perialifts would have been totally defeated h4d 

hi mx 
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not general Beck, who was not k the ehgiigr* 
ment, covered their retreat by pofting his^ 
corps between Arzberg aad Trieftewkii b^ 
hind the Landgraben. It was wholly in the 
pofftT of Datm tQ hav? avoided z- battle. 
Had he placed Lafcy behind the defile of Nei- 
den, iflftead of the poiwift of Torgau, which 
fix battaKoris wowld have betn fofEcicnt ti> 
defend, his catop would have been iiiipregna*- 
ble. So great may the co^fequences be of 
the leaft inadvertency in the diflkult trade of 
war. 

When the Ruffians were informed of the fate 
of the day <rf Torgau> they reth-ed to Thorn, 
where they crofled the Viftula, The anliy of 
the kiitg, on the 5th, advanced to Strehla^ and 
on the 6ch to Meiffen* The Imperialifts had 
Irft Lafcy on drnt fide of the Elbe, that he 
might cover the bottom of Phm^, before dieir 
arrival. Me attempted to dilputc the defile of 
Zehren with the van-guard ; but, wherihefaw 
the cavalry itk motion co turn him by Lorn- 
itiatfcb, he fled to Meiffen, where he eroded the 
'tripfche; btit, in fpite of the celerity of his 
march, his rear-guard was attacked, and loft 
four hundred men. The ptnrfuit was contmued 
that an attempt rtiight be made, fevoured by 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SISTOUT or TR^ SSTtN TEAM WAR. Ij^ 

0ie fears and diforder of the foe, to pafs the 
bottoix\ of Plauen with him^ and feixe mi this 
in^porunt jpoft. But no diligence could ac« 
fcomplilh diis ; the troops were two hours too 
late; for, on arriving at Uckerfdorf, another 
jcoi^ps of the enemy was difcovered, that had 
already taken poft at the Windberg, the right 
0f which extended to the Trompeter Schlofgen. 
^his was the corps of Haddkk, who, with the 
]prince de Deuxponts, quitting Leipfic, had 
marched to Zeitz, and afterward to Roflwein. 
No fooner we^e they infcwtned of the Imperial 
defeat at Torgau than they diligently advanced 
t0 ccNrcr DrcTden, btfore the Pruffians could 
pooie up. 

The progrefs of the king, and the confe* 
qwnces of the battle of Torgau, ended at 
Ucker£iorf. As the wound of mailbal Daun 
prevented him from jcontinuiilg to command, he 
committed this chaise to general O'Dbnel; who 
paired the Elbe at Dtefden, whence he fent the 
moil injured regiments into Sohemia^ into tran- 
quil quarters of recovery* The prince of Wur* 
t*mberg, no longer neceffary in Saxony, J^e- 
turhed to join Werner and Belling in Pbttie- 
rania ; in conjunftion with whom he prefently 
cleared the ftates of the kmg of the remaining 
Swedes by whom they were infcfted; after 
A ^vhich 
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which he turned toward Mecklenbourg, whert 
he took up his winter quarters. 

Since the king and marlhal Daun had quitted 
Silefia, Laudon, leaving Lowenberg, had ad-* 
vanced to Leobfchutz, Propofing to take Cofel, 
he made two fucceffive attacks on the 24th and 
Z$th. of Odober, and was both times repulfcd 
by the excellent difpofitions of the governor, 
Lattorf. The approach of Goltz (Oftober 
• 26th) obliged the Auftrian to raife the fiegc, 
who retired to Oberglogau, and thence to the 
heights of Kunzendorf. He did not reft there, 
when he faw Goltz advance at the head of 
twenty-two battalions and thirty-fix fquadrons, 
but took the road of Wartha, and retired into 
the county of Glatz, where he fent his troops 
into winter quarters, difperfing them over the 
Neighbouring circles of Bohemia. The army 
of the king extended from Neifs, by Schweid'* 
nitz, to Landftiut, Lowenberg, and Gorlitz^ 
The Saxon troops inclined toward Elfterwerda, 
Cofwig, Torgau, Meiffen, Frcyberg, Zwickau, 
ind Naumbourg. 

The king eftabliflied his head quarters ^t 
Leipfic, that he might be near to concert cer* 
tain plans, with prince Ferdinand of Brunfwicki 
againft the French and Saxons, who had ad- 
vanced an tbefe parts as far as Muhlhaufeft and 
* Dudei:^ 
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Dnderftadt. The better to underftand the fuc- 
ceffive expeditions that were undertaken during 
the winter, it will be neceflary to iketch the 
campaign of the allies, which was not fortunate 
this year. Their army was reinforced by feven 
thoufand Englifh, and a nearly equal number 
of light troops, that were raifed during the 
winter. On the 20th of May, prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunfwick took the field, affembled his 
troops at Fritzlar, and fent generals Imhof and 
Luckner forward to occupy the important pofts 
of Kirchheim. and Amonebourg, while he de- 
tached Gilfe on their left, who fixed himf^lf at 
Hersfeid. The hereditary prince (June) was 
fbon obliged to enter the country of Fulda, to 
proteft the quotas of forage that were thence 
obtained for the allied army* 

The French did not affemble till the loth o£ 
June, near Friedbcrg. De Broglio immediately 
fent the count de Luface into the bilhoprick of 
Fulda, to obferve the motions of the hereditary 
prince. Thefe firft ft^ps did not fufficiently 
difcover the French plan of the campaign ; nor 
could any pofitive meafiires of oppofition thence 
be derived. Prince Ferdinand was perfuaded 
the French would make their utmoft efforts this 
year on the fide of the lower Rhine; which fup- 
Wfitioii (l^rangec^ the campaign, that perhaps 

wouI4 
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would haVc worn another afp^, had he been 
before the French on the Elbe. The intention 
of de Broglio was to penetrate into Heffc, and 
thence into Hanover, as far as the defign was 
pradicable. Every operation was to effeft this 
purpofe, which all die efforts of prince Ferdi- 
nand tended to impede, either by feizing on capi- 
tal pofts, by beating detachments, or, if he could 
fiot attack the French becaufe of their ftrcngth 
and advantageous ground, of which they had tho 
good fenfe to profit, by making a diverfion tm* 
der the hereditary prince on Wefel, to enfee-» 
ble the enemy that faced him in Hefle. 

The firft motion of dc Broglio was to Grun* 
b6rg> the fccond to the Ohm# Prince Ferdi- 
ftand turned toward Zieget^ainj and thefice to 
Dieterfbaufen. Thefe mamsuvres gavi imm^^ 
i&ax!t advimtage to the French to feizc on Mar- 
bourg. St. Germain, who was on the lower 
Rhine, bad orders to join mailfhal de Broglio, to 
i'epulfe general Sporken, who was hisoppopcint« 
He advanced to Unna, whence he fuddenly 
turned toward die Kuhr, and dience to die Di- 
fnel. The Hanoverian general was not deceived 
by this artifice, but atrived at the fame dme on 
die Dimel. To facilitate his jundion (July 8th) 
with St. Germam, de Broglio marched to Neu- 
ftadt; and dience to Corbach* f^rincc Ferdi- 
nand, 
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nand, who was ftill a£ Ziegcnbain, fcnt the 
hereditary prince into the country of Walddcfc, 
and prefently followed. The hereditary priQ;ce 
approached Corbach, to . cover the march of 
the allies, who were paffing the d^e of &cfa* 
fenhaufen^ a inile in hts rear. The French 
army^ very fuperior in numbers to his d^otach- 
ment^ attacked him^ and he lofl: fome men and 
artiUery. He retreated to Sachfenhaufen^ where 
hcrqoined the prince his ujicle. 

As the whole Frcndi army was at Cori]^^ 
prince Ferdinand was at leaft defirous to cover 
the bifhoprick of Paderborn, whither he fcnt 
Sporken, who fcarcely had arrived before he 
found himfelf oppofcd by St. Germain^ &Dibf 
crwihal de Bfoglia The heieditary prhi^re pain* 
fully fupportcd the i^epuUe he had met with at 
Corbach, and was not tardy in taking revenge* 
He fecretly left the camp, and carried an entice 
detachment of three thoufand French at Kirdi- 
hayn, with their commander, brigadier Glau- 
\AtZ9 and the prince of Cothen. Nor did de 
fipoglio remain inaAive ; he endeavoured to 
take the corps of Sporken; and though the 
Hanoverian general retired to Volkmarfcn, 
and the army of the allies approached for his 
"ffipport, his rear-guard was very ill treated by 
the French. 

After 
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After this check, prince Ferdinand took po^ 
at Calben, to cover Caflel ; the hereditary prince 
At Oberwellmar; Wangenheim at Munchof> 
and Sporkcn at Weftoflfelen. The French army 
followed the German beyond Freyenhagen; 
whence the count de Luface inclined to the 
Eder, and de Muy to Warbourg. As the latta? 
Corps deprived the allies of their communica- 
tion with the bifhoprick of Paderborn^ and the 
town of Lippftadt, the hereditary prince and 
Spofken were fent into thefc parts. The allied 
army immediately followed. The hereditary 
prince had turned de Muy when prince Ferdi- 
nand came up. The aftion immediately began; 
and the French having loft twenty pieces of ar*- 
•rillery, and four thoufand men, retired to Volk- 
marfen; where perhaps they would not have 
remained in tranquillity, had not an accident 
happened which deranged every meafure of the 
allies. 

No fooner was prince Ferdinand removed 
from Caflel than de Bjoglio (bnt the count dc 
Luface to befiege this city; and fcarcely did he 
appear before that capital furrendered. It was 
taken by the French on the fame day that dc 
Muy was beaten by the allies at Warbourg* 
The French army immediately marched to VolJS'- 
marfen, on the Dimcl. De Muy ^vanced to 
I Stadt* 
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St^idtberg; and the count de Lufacc penetrated 
by Munden into the eleftorate of Hanover. 
Prince Ferdinand remained at.Warbourg, op* 
{>ored Sporken to de Muy, and preferved hit 
communication^ to the beft of his power, be- 
hind the Dimel, while the hereditary prince and 
Luckner (Auguft 7th) pafled the Wefcr, at 
Holzmunden* They advanced on the count 
de Luface, obliged him to abandon Eimbeck, 
Nordheim, and Gottmgen; and made more 
than fix hundred prifoners in this expedition* 
The count de Luface took the route of Witzen-^ 
haufch, and ufed all diligence to regain Mun- 
den. . The hereditary prince, having left Wan* 
genheim at Uilar to obferve the French, returned 
to join the army of his uncle. 

In confequence of the different manoeuvres 
which we have related, the allies only held a 
Hip of Heffe; and as they were entirely cut off 
from Ziegenhain, that.fortrefs was taken by the 
French, who made the garrifon prifoners of wan 
Marfhal de Eroglio having thus cleared his rear, 
finding himfelf in poffeflion of the country of 
Heffe, affembled all his detachments, inclined 
toward Durrenberg, and made a feint of pene*- 
trating the eleftorate of Hanover, in full force. 
This appearance caufed the allies to fall back 
on the Wefer, encamp at Buhn?, and, by de- 
tachments. 
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tacbiMfits^ occupy the p^ ^ BfvertiiQgciti 
Bodoshtgen, and Tei&Iberg* The hereditarjr 
inrincc remained at Wad^ouiig» whoEice be bjr 
Bighft fiuprifed s deciachment of Bys kuadr^^ 
Fjrovdb, at Zieroiberg. A few 42^jr§ aftfsr kf 
ouffdicd along the Eder^ to fu^port the ^tiUfix* 
prife of Bulow^ on M^boqrg^ TI^ ktter ad^ 
vanced toward the town with the Biitifli legion, 
iurprifed the French^ ruined their bakery, and 
would hav'6 carried his advantages (liU further 
but for the misfortune of colonel Ferflen, whoic 
duty it was to fupport him on the fide of Garble, 
and to proteft his retreat, but who was beaten 
by de Staiaville. Buloiv^, not receiving timely 
ii^ormation of this, retreated with difficulty, an4 
did not regain the corps of the hereditary prince 
without fufiering (bme iofs in his rear^guard 
(September 14&). DeBroglio mean time havfog 
returned to CaCel, prince Ferdinand aflumed 
the camp of Getfmar. As the French however 
had not renounced their intention of penetrating 
into the eleftorate of Hanover, the maiihal re<> 
jnforced the coips of the count de LufaiDe with 
fixteen thouiand men. His intentioA was to 
furpcife Wangenheim, at Uflar; where this ge- 
neral was attacked on the 1961; and, by did 
fuperiority of the enemy, compelled to retreat; 
but widiout fuffering an^r confiderable loTs. 

Prince 
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l^rincc Ferdinand, being informed of what had 
happened, fent reinforcements to Wangenheim, 
v^ho returned and occupied his former poft. 

The count de Luface inclined to Lutterberg, 
and recovered Gottingen, while fomc French 
detachments feized on Vach, Hersfeld, Efch- 
wege, and Muhlhaufen; where they cftabliflied 
magazines, the quotas of which the dutchies of 
Gotha and Eifenach Were obliged to furnifh. 
Otker detachments extended thence into Thu- 
ringia, to affift the troops of the empire, and 
thofe of the duke of Wurtemberg, who then ad- 
vanced toward the Elbe, on the fide of Witten-, 
berg and Torgaui 

Prince Ferdinand clearly faw, by the different 
mcafures of the French, that marlhal de Broglio 
intended to maintain himfelf, during winter, in 
Heffc, and in the 6ledorate of Hanover. This 
defign he imagined he could no otherwife 
firuftratc than by a powerful diverfion ; which, 
drawing the enemy's force into other parts, 
would give him leave to form fome attempt 
againft the remainder of the French army^ by 
which he (hould be oppofed. 

Haftening to execute this project, he fent his 
nephew to befiege Wefel; and the hereditary 
prince inmiediately departed at tKe head of fif- 
teen thoufand men for the Lower Rhine. The 
M prince 
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prince reinforced his corps> on his march, \nth 
all the men that could be drawn from the gar- 
rifons of Munfler and Lippfladt; and^ in the 
beginning of Odober, invefted the town of 
Wefel, the garrifon of which then confifted of 
two thoufand fix hundred men. It appeared 
that this expedition, in order to fucceed, muft 
be pr:ompt; and, by hazarding a coup de main, 
fccredy fending troops provided with fcaHng 
ladders, on the fide of the Rhine, and at the 
fame time making a falfe attack toward the gate 
of Berlin, it would have been poifible at once 
to have carried the town and the citadel. Per- 
haps the attempt might appear too hazardousi 
and the hereditary prince might have reafons to 
prefer the ufual manner of forming fieges. He 
pafled the Rhine with a part of his forces, feized 
on the town of Cleves, where he made fix hun- 
dred prifonors, marched thence to Ruremonde, 
which was taken without refiftance, and after* 
ward turned to Burich, where he intrenched 
himfelf between that town and the Rhine, efta- 
blifhing his bridges of communication over this 
river above and below WefeL The trenches 
^ were opened before the town Qn the nth. 
Marihal de Broglio did not remain in indo- 
lence. By the route of tlie hereditary prince 
he divined what the nature of the expedition 

might 
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might be; and inceflantly fent deCaftrics, at? 
the head of twenty thoufand men, to the Lower 
Rhine. This general traverfed Wetteravia, arid 
was To expedtooin th^,on the 14th, he arrived' 
at Nuys. He was joined by ten thoufand men, 
whom he drew feme from the country of 
Cologne, others from the garrifons of the Lx>W 
Countries* After their arrital, advancing to 
Klieinberg, he took a pofition behind the ditch 
of Eugene, a canal which goes from that place 
to Guel(iers, whence be extended his left to^ 
Clofter Campen, 

111 informed of the force of the foe, and not 
imagining his corps fo ftrong, the hereditary 
prince thought proper to meet the French; for, 
had he been vidorious over this detachment, 
Wcfel muft have fallen of itfelf ; and, (hould 
he leave de Caftries time to ftrengthen his army, 
he muft have raffed the fiege without a battle. 
With this intent, the prince approached Rhein- 
berg; and, on. the night of the 15th, marched 
to the enemy, to attack his left, beyond Clofter 
Gampen, The prince was ignorant that the* 
corps of Fifcher was pofted in the van of the 
French. Obliged to diilodge Fifcher, the fir-' 
ing gave the alarm to the corps of de Caftries, 
and the' battle immediately began; which was 
^ftinate, and continued from five to mne 
M z o'clock 
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o'clock in the morning. The allies carried one 
of the enemy's lines, but numbers were fucccfs- 
ful. The French inceffantly brought up» frefli 
troops, that had not been in aftion, and attacked 
the two wings of the ailailants. The allies were 
unable to refift; and the prince, perceiving his 
difadvantage, determined to retreat to Burich, 
with the lofs of twelve hundred men. The 
French did not purfue; but the prince, return- 
ing to his camp, found his bridges had been 
carried away by a fwell of the waters. They 
were not repaired before the ,i8th, when he 
pafled the Rhine, raifed the fiege, and encamp* 
ed at Brunen, which is but a mile from Wefel. 
Here the prince fome time continued to obferve 
the French, who gave no figns of purfuit; after 
which he returned into the country of Munfter; 
whence, having fent a part of, his corps into 
Lower Saxony, he put the remainder into quar- 
ters of cantonment. 

Nothing confiderahle happened during thi$ 
expedition on the fide of prince Ferdinand, ex- 
cept that Wangenheim, reinforced by fbm^ 
troops from the grand army, drove de Stain- 
ville from Duderftadt, and eftablifhed himfelf 
there. Marfhal de Broglio, having intrenehed 
his camp of Caffel, fent his cavalry into the 
biihoprick of Fulda. Prince Ferdinand then. 

croiTed 
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troffcd the Wefer, and reinforced his pofts of 
Uilar, Moringen, and Nordheim. We fliail 
foon fee the various manoeuvres of thefe gene* 
rals, in order to recover and to maintain Heffe,^ 
The conteft continued during the two fucceed- 
ing campaigns; nor did the allies become fupe- 
rior till toward the termination of the peace. 



I . . 1 iipiTip— I II 

CHAP. XIII. 

The Winter of 1760 to 1761. 

ON the 8th of December, the army of the 
king went into winter quarters. It had 
no fear of being difturbed by the Imperialifts, 
who too retentively kept in mind the battle of 
Torgau, and were wholly employed in repair- 
ing their lofles. With the French it was dif- 
ferent: they had obtamed advantages over 
prince Ferdinand, by which they approached 
the ftatcs of the king, and the frontiers of Sax- 
Onyt Marihal de BrogUo occupied Hefle, had 
fent a detachment of Saxons and French to^ 
Gotha, held Gpttingen, and by his pofition 
equally prefled upon the Pruffians jmd allies. 
That they might be encroached upon in return, 
the king required prince Ferdinand to take the 
field as early as f^offible; for the Pruffians had 
M 3 anjnually 
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annually^ to combat with the (kme troops^ atgaiufi^ 
the Ruffians^ Swedes^ Atiftrians and French. 
Prince Ferdinand inclmed toward GStdngen 
with his araiy. The l^avy rains made the 
waters fwcll^ and overflowed the roads. Neither 
provifions nor ammvmition could be tranfported; 
the expedition failed^ and prince Ferdinand re* 
turned to his former pofition. 

Not yet difcouraged by the failure of this 
plan, another was attempted to be put in exe- 
cution. Prince Ferdinand propofed to enter 
Hefle by three routes, to fall at the fame time 
on different quarters of the French, by which ' 
it might be prefumed die enemy would be 
thrown back on the Maine^ and that he might 
recover the towns of Heflfe, and reftore the war 
to a more advantageous ftate in fevour of the 
allies^ Further to encours^ the prince in this 
expedition, the kin^ promifed to affift him with 
^ corps of PruflSans, which he might employ as 
far as the banks of the Werra and Vach, and 
pleasures were concerted for the performance of 
^s enterprife. 

Seven thoufahd Prufllans^ in confequenc^, 
advanced (February 12th, 1 761) to Langen- 
falza, where de Stainville was pofted^ with a 
corps of Saxons and Freijch. The little rivulet 
gf (h? S^lza 4ividcd the French cavalry and diQ 

SaxQo 
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Saxon infantry. De Stainville kept on the 
light fide of the rivulet, with his corps, and 
the count of Sokns on the left, having a marlh 
between them. The Prufiians on their arrival 
cannonaded the French cavalry, which imme* 
diately took to flight. Seeing themfehres aban- 
doned thus by de Stainville, the Saxons thought 
proper to retreat. Lollhoftel, Anhalt, and Pritt- 
witz, feized the moment when they put thcm- 
felvcs in motion, attacked with the Prufiian 
cavalry, br<Ae them, and took fixty officers, 
three hundred men, and five pieces of artillery, 
dividing the honour of fo brave an aftion* 
Sporken came up with his Hanoverians, and 
joined the troops of the king, in the purfuit of 
the foe. Luckner again attacked the Saxons 
at Eifenach, and afterward at Vach, where he 
difperfed their whole infantry. Sporken arid 
Luckner advanced dience to Hersfeld. 

The hereditary prince in the interim feized 
on Fritzlar, and the magazine which the French 
there abandoned. Pxince Ferdinand, who kept 
in the centre of thefe two corps, with the main 
army, pafied the Fulda, and marched imme- . 
diately for Caflel* De Broglio, taken thus un» 
expeftedly, did not wait his coming, but retired 
through the town of Fulda to Hanau and Frank- 
fort. However unfavourable the feafon might 
M4 K. 
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be, ftill the recovery of Caffel from the French 
was of fo much importance that prince Ferdi- 
nand deteniuned to undertake the fiege. This 
operation he committed to the count de la 
Lippe. The place was defended by a garrifon 
of fix thoufand Frenchj and was invcfted by the 
count with fifteen thoufand Hanoverians. Not 
to lofe that opportunity which the diflance of 
the French army prcffnted, prince Ferdinand at 
once undertook to befiege the three towns of 
Caffel, Ziegenhain and Marbourg* The want 
of experience in his generals and engineers, the 
delay of ammunition, and the bad and broken 
roads, which occaQoried the waggons to break 
down, were the caufcs of the failure of all thp 
three* 

While thefe fieges were carried on, the here- 
ditary prince advanced to obferve the motions 
of the French toward Frankifqrt, and on the 
Maine. The prince his uncle was a little too 
much in the rear, with the grand army, tp 
afford him prompt fuccour. De Broglio fell on 
this detachment with his whole army. The 
hereditary prince loft three hundred men, and 
with the remainder joined prince Ferdinand. 
De Broglio continued to advance in Heffe. A 
detachment of the allies, which befieged Ziegen- 
hain, was top dilatory in retreat, which wa«. 

irreguit 
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irregularly made in preCjnce of the enemy, and 
it was totally defeated. 

To avoid ftill heavier misfortunes, prince 
Ferdinand im^ined prudence required he 
ftiould evacuate Heffe; and his retreat was 
made with fo much precaution that he re-enter- 
ed the eledorate of Hanover, without having 
fuffered the leaft lofs, De Broglio did not v^n* 
ture to purfue, but remained fatisfied with re* 
viftualling the city of Caflel, and reinforcing 
the garrifon; as he likewife did the garrifons 
of Gieflen, Marbourg, and Ziegenhain; after 
which he retreated behind the Maine. The 
troops of the king, ferving againft the French 
and Saxons, now becoming ufelefs on the 
Werr^, w(?re employied to oppofe the army of 
the empire. Scarcely was one enemy van- 
qviiftied before another rofe up. Schenkendorf, 
in the month of March, led the Pruilians again^ 
a corps of four thoufand men, of the circles, 
pofted near Schwarzbourg, which he defeated, 
and brought back twelve hvmdred prifoners and 
live cannon. 

After narrating the events of a campaign dur- 
ing which no refpeft was paid to winter or all 
^e rigours of the feafons, it is neceflary to take 
a retrofped of what paffed in the cabinets of 
prince;?, frmct began to feel the duration of 

the 
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the war: (he was enfeebled by the total inter<« 
ruption of her commerce; by her loflbs in tho 
Eaft and Weft Indies; and by the cnormoua 
cxpences which the German war had broughf 
\3p0n her. The Auftrian alliance had loft the 
glare of novelty, and the firft raptwes of fafhion 
were paft. The people^ that monfter with 
many tongues and few eyes, complained of the 
war, the burthen of which they bore, and which 
was made in defence of the houfe of Auftria, 
the hereditary foe of France. A more refpcft-r 
able voice, that of the wife, equally exclaimed 
againft a war which ruined the kingdom to ag* 
grandife a reconciled enemy; and this voice 
began to claim attention. The court had its 
private views. In all kingdoms there arc nu-» 
mcrous citizens who, removed from the tumult 
cf the world, and examining free ^rom p^on 
zxkd prejudice, judge with a fane underftanding ; 
while thofi? who hold d^ helm contemplate ob^ 
jeds with the eyes of delufion, reafon concern-^ 
ing the phantoms imagins^tioH raifes, and often 
are involved, in confequence of fome (alfe mea* 
furc, inafiKxeffionofcrrors, which they want- 
ed the power taforefoe. 

This was nearly the fituatjon of the miniftry 
of Ver(aiUes. At the beginning of the year, they 
fent a written declacatioQ to thpk ^tUies, inform^ 

ing 
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•ing them that France having for four years, in 
cJDnjunftion with die powers in her friendfhip, 
made ineHeAual efforts to overwhelm the kmg 
of PrulEa, they were no linger in a condition 
to fupport thot enormous expencc gt which they 
bad hithmo been ; and that, by contmuing the 
war, the devaftation and ruin of Germany, 
which W4s the theatre of war, would be com- 
pleted. They concluded by advifing* the 
other powers tq renounce all prcfent intention 
of conqueft; and ferioufly to think on the re^ 
cftabjilhment of peace. 

The fame declaration was made in ftill 
ftronger terms at Stockholm ; becaufe that, in the 
ftates affembled jn diet at that capital, the court 
party had warmly attacked the French faftion, 
and ta:red it with having kindled and fomented 
war, into which Sweden had been dragged to 
its mint The pacific difpofitions therefore 
which this French declaration there difplayed 
were but meant to calm the agitated minds (^ 
the people, and to overturn the arguments em- 
ployed by the party of oppofition; that the 
creatures of France might be fupported in the 
fenate. 

The two empreffcs, and the king of Po- 
land, received this declaration according to the 
different fenfatioiis which their different interefl$ 
4 ' infpired. 
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infpired. The king of Polahd was in rcalitf 
weary of the war : he began to perceive that, 
as it continued to be carried on in his country, 
he was equally ruined by thofe whom he called 
friends or foes; he nevertbelefs hoped he 
might obtain fome indemnification by the way 
of treaty. 

The emprefs of Ruffia loved peace, and was 
defirous thefe troubles Ihould end ; becaufe flic 
hated bufinefs, labour, and the (bedding of 
fclood, But, eafy of convidio^i from fuch as 
had gained an afcendancy over her mind, an^ 
excited by thofe who furroujic|ecl her pcrfon, 
(he was perfuaded he? dignity would not per^- 
init her to make peace, till the pp^ycr of Fruf^ 
£a fliould firft be abafed. 

The emprefs queen, who fct a^l the e^xgine$ 
in 'motion that were afUng throughout Europe, 
Ko humble the great enemy of her houfeji w^ 
defirous of prolonging an enthuiiafm fo adva^7 
^ageous to herfelf, and not to lay down arms 
till all that (he had meditated againft Prufii^ 
fhould be entirely cjfFeded. That (he might 
pot however give any offence to the court of 
Verfailles, but might in appearance conciliate. 
interefts fo incompatible, (he propofed that a 
general congrefs (hould be held at Aug(boqrgj; 
Uertain that (he thus (hould flatter France,, while, 

im 
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in tiie eyes of the world, (he fliould affeft a 
conduft highly moderate- This in reality could 
in no wife prejudice her intents nor her interrfbj 
for it was in her power to lengthen this negoda* 
tion to whatever period fhe (hould think pro- 
per, and in the mean time to carry on the war 
with vigour, during the approaching campaign, 
on the fuccefs of which all her high hopes were 
founded. 

The propofal for this congrefs was made ac 
Lx>ndon by prince Gallitzin, the Ruffian am- 
baffador to Great Britain. The kings of Pruf- 
lia and England acceded with the lefs repug- 
nance becaufe that they themfelves had pra- 
pofed a congrefs, the preceding year, although 
their eniemies had not deigned to anfwer the 
overtures they made. Under appearances fa 
pacific, France concealed views more profound* 
She oflTered England a fufpenfion of arms, and 
reciprocally to fend envoys that their difputes 
might terminate In friendfhip. Her f ecret pur- 
pofe was to amufe Great Britain by negotiation, 
^nd retard the immenfe naval armaments of the 
nation, that the feafon might be loft, her own, 
fleets reftored, and Spain made a party in the 
war. Or, fhould England be difpofed to peace^ 
France hoped, under the maflc of mediatrix, to 
become the arbitrefs of the con^efs of Augf- 

bourgf 
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bourgy and there to enad a part (imilar to that 
fhe had heretofore played in the coi^refs of the 
peace of Weftphalia. 

. After fom? conferences, the Britifli miniflxy 
agreed that envoys (houH be reciprocally fent 5 
but at the 0une time declmed concluding any 
fufpenfion^ arms, till preliminaries firft (boukl 
be fHpulated. The king^ who jknew his ene* 
mies, named his minifters for the congrefs of 
Aug(bourg. Their inftru6tions were to receive 
every propofition that (hould be m;$d^» but not to 
return any anfwcn The king propofed ferioufly 
to negotiate peace by his minil^ers at jLondon» 
where he found his advantage in treating dired- 
ly with France^ and not with (b many princes 
at once. Under his prefent cirftumftanccs, the 
,king could not oppofe a feparate peace b^een 
the French and Englilh ; he could only endea« 
vour to obtain the bed: poffible conditions ; and 
k was. in confequence premiTed tl^ the French 
0iould be obliged to reftorfe the provinces be* 
longing to Pruffia, which, they had invaded dur* 
ing war^ and that England fliould furnilh the king 
with fubfidiesaod troops^ dm he might ol>lig9 
his remaining enen^ies to conient to a proper 
acconunpdatton. It was ftm^. agreed thatno 
ambaflador fiom &e empf^ror iChould he admit** 

ted tadiiscoKigrcrsi.:bcoi\^ th4t wv had been 

made 
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made on the emprefs queen, and not on^th?- 
chief of the empire ; which .claufe, infignificaac 
as it was in itfelf, was the caufe t!^at this.fa<*- 
mous congrefs w^g-s neyer held- 

England at thi$ tinie (Novef^ber 1760) loft, 
her king^ Geoifge 11. who ended a glorious 
reign by a nMl4:and hafty de^h.. Before his 
departure he had the fatisfadioii, to hear that. 
Montreal had been taken, andth^t the £n^(h. 
had completely conquered Canada^ Amoi^: 
other virtues this prince poffefled heroic forti- 
tude; To that his "allies might place an entire 
confidence in his >^ord. Hfe.gtandfon was his 
fucceflbf, then fcarcely of age, and is the pre- 
fcnt George III. 

The negotiation ftill carried on at Conftami^. 
nople on the part of Pruffia, which has fo often 
been mentioned -in this work, began then to^ 
^flume a kind of confiftency. On the ad of 
April, the PruSian minifter ligned a treaty df 
frjendfhip with the grand vizir, ^nd was ad^ 
mitted to a pubiiq audience. TJie contrading 
parties mutuall^referved the freedom of a dofcc 
union, and oif^ convening it into a <iefenfiv«i 
alliance. Hpw inefFeftual foever this trcaqf; 
might really be, it ipfpired th^ CQqrt,of Vienna 
and even that of Ruffia, with apprehcnfions* 
The enga^ment that the two powers had con* 

traded 
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traftcd' was fuppofed to be df a more intimated 
kind than fuch as it was |)ublicly announced. 
But^ as the Ottoman forcte were not put in mo^ 
don, the emprefs queen imagined no diveriioii 
would happen^ during this campaign. 

The troops remained tranquil in their quar- 
ters till the end of March. In the month of 
April thofe of Saxony aflembled in canton- 
ments^ and the king transferred his quarters 
from Leipfic to Meiflcn. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Campaign of lySi^ 

THE pacific fentiments, which the two Im- 
perial courts difplayed with fo much 
oftentation, did not prevent them from haften- 
ing, with extreme ardour, eirery preparation 
for the coming campaign. The greateft ef- 
forts were intended, and every means were to 
be employed to reduce the king of Pruffia to 
the laft extremity. Marfhal Daun took the 
command of the Imperial army in Saxofty ; that 
of Silefia was confided to general Laudon, who 
on the 6th of April came and encamped at 
Seitendorf, in the prefence of Goltz, who had 
pofted his troops at Kunzendorf. The advan- 
tages 
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t^ges die king hdd gained, during the hft cam* 
paigii againft the Auftrians, had not been fuf- 
ficiently important totally to incline the balande 
in his favoun The cmptefs queen had recruit- 
ed her troopi during winter, and the Ruffiah 
army, which Was at htt difpofal, continually 
gave )ier the advantage of numbers^ and t 
facility of makiiig fubftantial diverfiohs, when* 
ever (he (hould think proper. Exclufive of 
this aid, (he further had that of the troops of 
the empirci and the Swedi(h army. Alexander^ 
with not fo many foldiers and alIi«S| iubjugated 
the empire of Perils 

The different plan< of the tampsugn formed 
by the belligerent powers were a$ follow. 

France determined to a6^ wi;h two armies 
againft prince Ferdinand; that of the Lowef 
Rhine, under the command of (he prince de 
Soubife, was to feize on Munfter; and that of 
the Maine, headed by the fiiarihal de Brogho, 
was to penetrate by Gottingen into the ele<^orat^ 
of Hanover. Laudon was deftined, by the 
court of Vienna, t6 undertake ti war of fieges in 
Silefia, in which he was to be fupported by the 
Ruffians. The latter were to lead their print!- 
pal forces on the Wartha, where they had 
chofen'Pofen as their central pofition. From 
N this 
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this pofl: Butturlin was to ad in Silefia, accord- 
ing as it ftiould be agreed be ween himfelf and 
the Auftrian generals, while Kofmanzow, with tL 
heavy detachment, was to befiege Colberg, and 
to be fupported by the Ruffian and Swedilh 
fleets. Marftial Daun referved himfelf for de- 
cifive occafions. His' army was as the maga- 
zine whence every reinforcement was to be 
fent, into the parts where their prefence (hould 
be neceflary. O^Dpnel confequently was de« 
;tached with'fixteen thoufand men for Zittau, 
where he was equally ready ta march inta 
.Saxooy or Silefia. 

It was impoffible for the king and his allies 
to take meafures that (hould fufficiehtly and ef- 
feftually oppofc the intentions and efforts of 
fuch a hoft of enemies. The principal arrange- 
ments however were thefe. To the hereditary 
prince the charge of covering the country of 
Munfter againft the attacks of the prince de 
Soubife was committed, by prince Ferdinand^ 
who affumed Paderborn as his central point, 
where he was empowered to fupport the here- 
ditary prince, or to come on the back of de 
Broglio, (hould the marihal hazard the pafffage 
of the Wefer, and adventure into the electorate 
of Hanover. 

The 
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The army of Saxony was confided .by the 
4ihgto th« prince .his bixathcr, to whoto it wsa 
recomme;ndcd to obferve .maxibal Daun ; and^ 
Ihould the marihal take th^ road to Sildia^ to 
follow with a part of the Pruffian force; leaving 
general HulTen at Meiflen, with a detacbm^nt^ 
that he might miintaiii himfelf in Saxony, as 
far as circumftances would permit. Tb hinrfelf 
the king referred the defisttce of Silefia. Gckz 
was chofen to cover Glogau, with a Corps o£ 
twelve * thoufand men. The prinqe of Wtir- 
temberg, who had wintered in Mecklei^purgi 
was deJRined with the troops under his conq* 
xnand to cover the town of Colberg; and.tke 
intrenched camp lie was to occupy roui>d.that: 
place was laboured at widi diligence* It wa$ 
^Drefeen that^ fhould the Ruffians fail in this 
fiege, they might carry their attacks other 
towani the eledoral March or toward Silefiau 
Should the former happen^, it was agreed xhit, 
the prince of Wurtemberg and general Gok^ 
(hould form a jundion at Frankfort^ to cov«r 
^erUn ; where, of the two grand Pruffian ar*» 
mies, that which had the lead to perform 
(hayld fend them Scours ; and, if the latter 
took place, Goltz had inftrudions to cover 
Glogau or Breilau, according^as the one or the 
Other of thefe towns ihould moft deed fupport. 
N 2 ' Thf 
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The troops having previoufiy aflembled in 
their various places of deftination, the king bd- 
gan his march^ on the 4th of May^ pafled the 
Elbe at Hirfchftein, on the fame day, and on 
the loth arrived at Lowenberg, without meet- 
ing with any impediment on his route. Lau- 
don> on the approach of the Pruffians, aban* 
doned his camp of Seitendorf, retired into 
Bohemia^ and intrenched himfelf at Haupt* 
mannfdorf^ near Braunau. He further gar«» 
ni(hed the pods of Silberberg and Wartha with 
troops fufficient for the defence f of thefe two 
pafles, which lead into the county of Glatz* 
The king chofe his pofition near Kunzendorf : 
his right occupied the Zeilkenberg and Furften* 
ftein; his left extended on the eminence of Bemf- 
dorf* Bulow was befide polled at Nimptfch, 
with a corps of cavalry, to prcfcrvc a free com* 
munication with Neifs. Goltz meantime de«* 
parted with a detachment of ten thoufand men 
for Glogau, whence he detached Thadden, with 
four battalions, to join the prince of Wurtcm- 
berg, who aheady occupied his intrenched camp 
near Colberg. 

While thefe preparatives were executing in 
Silefia, Pomerania, and Saxony, the Auftrians 
and Ruffians h^ld their deliberations* It, was 
with difficulty that they could agree ; and their 

plan 
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-plan of operations was feveral times changed. 
At length they concluded that Romanzow 
fliould befiege Colberg; and that Butturiin 
ihould immediately march for Breilau. Gene- 
ral Goltz^ in the interim^ fell fick ; and in a 
few days was carried off by an inflammatory 
fever. Ziethen, his fucceflbr^ was fent on an 
expedition into Poland^ that had twice been at- 
tempted in vainj and which a third time &iled« 
This was to stuck fome of the Ruffian columns 
on their march^ when they were too fcattere(f 
to find any prompt fuccour. The one marched 
. for Schneidemuhlci the other for Schwerin^ and 
the third for Pofen. General Zeithen advanced 
to Frauftadt^ where he beat a corps of Coflacks^ 
but durft adventure no further; the three Ruf* 
fian divifions havings two days before^ formed 
their junftion at Pofen. 

Butturiin then put himfelf in motion^ tra* 
verfed the palatinate of Pofnania by (hort 
marches, and flowly continued his road, ftill 
approaching Silefia on the fide of Militfch^ 
which indicated his defigns pn Breilau. Ziethen 
kept pace with him, direfting his march to- 
ward Trachenbcrg. No fooner were the Ruf- 
fians m motion than O'DoneU quitting Lufatia^ 
proceeded to join the army of Laudon. 

The pofition the kmg had taken among the 
N 3 moufir* 
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teount^s of Silcfia was but ]^rccariou*. Kfe 
covered the flat country againft the cnemy*s in* 
curfions, as well as circumftances would per- 
mit ; but fince Butturlin had marched toward 
Militfch, he foon muft have a confiderable 
(tntxy in his rear, haviog already the Auftriairs 
in front. The hills therefore muft be forfakeiij 
and thfe ^my pbfted in fuch a manner as, by 
•hot being attached to one particular defence, 
it might haftily ttdrh on any fide, to iSruftrate 
'the attempts of the enemy* The camp of Pal- 
*«?eh was the beft for the execution of this, pro- 
Jeft, and was accbrdihgly occupied by the inny* 
The king propoiM to kfeep, as long as pofli* 
.ble,'a middle line between theAuftrians and 
Rvlffians^ that he might oppofe their union. 
He Was alfo determined to givfe the Auftriaits 
battle, (hould any favourable opportunity offer; 
but JO keep fctiipuloiifly on the defenfive with 
the Ruffians; becaiife that (hould he gain a 
Vtftory over the Auftrians they would. of thcm^ 
fclves retire ; \^hereas, fhould finiilar advantages 
attend on attacking the RiiffiAns, that would 
nQt prevent jgeneral Laudoh from continuing 
his operations. The Auftrians are the hatural 
and Irreconcileablc enemies of the Pruffians, 
while circumftances only rendered the Ruffians 
fb?s, who might by fome change, or fome 

revolution^ 
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revolution, become friends^ nay even allies,, 
I^ot to conceal the truths 1^ us add, die 
Pruffian army was not in fufficient force to give 
batde daily, and the king was obliged to huf- 
band his efforts, and his troops, for critical and 
deciiive moments. . Th^ king had been bi^ a 
few days in his camp of Pulzen (July the a i ft) 
when Laudon left the mountains, oppolite the 
Pruffians, by the defile of Steinkunzendorf. 
This weak manoeuvre difcovered his whole in- 
tentions; and he feemed openly to proclaim 
lie meant to attack the fortrefs of Neifs. On 
the morrow the army of the king departed, and 
occupied the heights of Siegroth, and, as th^ 
Auftrians were feen to take the road of Fran*- 
Icenftein, it was determined to anticipate them> 
by firft gaining the heights of Munfterberg. 
While making this march, Brehtano was^o 
next day found pofted between Frankenftein 
and Henrichau, whence he had thrown fome 
pandours into Munfterberg. The voluntecrt 
of Courbiere, and the grenadiers pf Nim- 
fchewfty, forced the town ; and Brentapo, after 
being expofed ;o a warm cannonade, retired to 
fome diftance from the poft he had occupied, 

Moting, who was fent forward with his regi- 

tocnt to the heights of Noffen, there took the 

whole encawpment of Laudon, which was only 

N 4 covered 
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covered by three hundred huflars. The kmg, 
while pofting the in&ntry on thefe heights^ dis- 
covered the Auftrian army on the fide of Fran- 
k^nftein, which, by its ciraiitous windings and 
wavering manoeuvres, fofEciently demonftrated 
that its plans were deranged. The real inten- 
tion of Laudon bad been to ailbme this camp, 
that he might cut off the king from Neifs, and 
to afterward poft himfelf on the heights of 
Woitz, Gieifmanfdorf, and Neudorf. By this 
he would have formed the inveftiture of the 
place on this fide the river, while the Ruffians, 
paffing the Oder at Oppeln, wouH arrive and 
unround it on the fide of Upper 8ilefia, 
Tom Billau as far as the Carclau. The army 
of the king made but a fliort ftay at NofiTen, 
and advanced the fame day to Carlow|tz« On 
the morrow, it extended along a continuation 
of hills which go from Ottm^chau, by^Gief^ 
manfdorf, as far as Schildc. Laudon (23d) de*' 
feated in his attempt encamped at Ober Pomf- 
dorf ; and, either from native reftleflheft or a 
habit of commanding detachments, he fix times 
in eight days changed his pofition, for which 
po poffible good reafon could be given. 

The Ruffians however advanced to Warten- 
berg, whence th<^ foon after forther extended 
|o Namflau, Zietheit, who obferved them, 

imr 
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knmediately approached Breflau; and afterward 
proceeded to cover Brieg. Soon after his de* 
parturefrom Breflau^ thePolifh fuburbofthat 
city was infblced by the kuflians^ which obliged 
die king to detach Kaobloch with ten battalions 
and as many fquadrcms. 

The Aufbian army ftill continued in perpe^ 

ctiat agitation. After having pafTed and repaffed 

the Neifle^ it encamped at the village of Baum* 

garten, near the Wartha. The king feizedthe 

moment, pafled die Neiile, and took his pofi« 

tion at Opperfdorf ; whence he departed with a 

detachment for Neuftadt. Bethlem here en* 

camped with fix thoufand Aufbrians ; and it was 

llifpefted Laudon intended to fend him on the 

fide of Oppeln, that he mi^t fuccour marfhal 

Butturiin, who» as it was believed^ propofed 

to pafs the Oder, that he might join the Au« 

ftrian army. The van-guard of the king, con« 

fifting of huflars, attacked a regiment of tKo 

enemy, which it repulfed, and purfued tmder 

the cannon of Hennerfdorf ; where the Au« 

Ifaians had conflrufted redoubts. 

Ziethen had paiTed the Oder at Brieg, and 
the Neifle at Schurgaft He afterward arrived 
from Steinau, and turned the right flank of 
Bethlem; who, haflily retiring to Jsegemdorf, 
was purfued by Loflbw^ and driven from J«* 

gcrndorf. 
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gerndorf> thro\igh Troppau, beyond the Mom 
in Moravia^ The enemy loft, at the affaok 
of Neuftadt, arid during his retreat, between 
four and five hundred men. ^ After having thu* 
fent Bethlem to a diftance, Ziethen cftablUhed 
himfelf at Schnellwalde, and the king returned 
to his army; the left of which almoft joined the 
detachment under Ziethen, and the right ex* 
tended to the heights, fronting Opperfdorf. 
This expedition having rendered the jundion 
of the enemies in Upper Silefia more difficult, 
there \^as but little probability that Butturlin 
would perfevere in hb intention erf" paflTmg th^ 
Oder at Oppeln. 

The motions of the army of the kirig threw 
that of the Auftrians into new agitation* Liau* 
don encamped at Weidcnau ; and on the mor* 
row at Johannefbei^, with which he was pre- 
fently difpleafed; he finaUy paffed the Neiffe, 
and remained in the environs of Camenz. 

During thefe diffefent marches and counter* 
rn^rclies, the Ruflians extended themfelves on 
the oppofite (hore of the Oder, where they pil- 
laged and wafted the country. Intelligence ivas 
brought of the cruelties they committted* Their 
manteuvres were fo obfcure that it was impoffi* 
ble to divine whether it was their I'eal intention 
to pafs the Oder in Upper Silefia, or >toward 

Ohiau; 
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OWau; or whether they meditated fomc fiege: 
In a word there was no imagining what attempt 
it was they meditated. 

As certitude could not be obtained (AuguftJ 
the king thought proper to prepare for every 
accident; and to fend a corps between Brcflan 
and Brieg, (hat might be in rcadinefs td fuc* 
cour either of thofe places, and at the fame time 
to obferve the Oder. Knobloch departed with 
this intent for Grotkau, whence he might, in a 
few hours, arrive to the aid of either of thefe 
towns; and even, if it fo Ihould be ncceflary, 
to rejoin the army of the king. * 

The Ruffians had advanced to Hirndsfeld, 
which is but a mile from Breflau; and, as th^ 
motion indicated they no longer meant to pafs 
the Oder in Upper Silcfia, the army of the 
king and the corps of. Zictiica croffed the 
Nelfle; and on the morrow, by a forced merch^ 
arrived at Strehlen, that they ftill might hold 
the centre between the two oppofing armies, 
and impede their jundkion as long as poffible. 
Butturlin had been led to hope dbat, by the ai4 
of four thoufand Auftrian prifoners, then iii 
fireflau, one of the city gates might be fur- 
prifed; and that, (hould the Ruffians at the fame 
time attack the Polifti fuburb which lies beyond 
the Oder, he might feize on this capital by a 

coup 
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coup dc main. Czcrnichcf was charged with 
the execution of the enterprifc, and entered 
the fuburb, which is unfortified^ with fomc 
troops; but Tauenzien the governor had fo 
well taken his meafures that he overawed the 
prifoners^ and repelled the Ruffians. Knob- 
loch 'flew to his fuccour. The two generals 
made a vigorous fally on the enemy, and com- 
pletely diflodged him from the remaining pare 
of the fuburb of which he flill held pofleffion. 

Not yet fatisfied with the precautions he had 
taken, the king further fent Platen with eleven 
battalions and fifteen fquadrons to Rothenfir- 
ben; whence he was to payftridt attention to 
Breflau and the Oder, to fpeed to the fuccour 
of Tauenzien, if neceflary, or fend information* 
of the part of the river at which the Ruffians 
(hould make preparations to pafs. 

The parties of the king, in the interim, 
gained intelligence (the 9th) that the Auflrian 
army had encamped at Huhzendorf 1 and that 
the Ruffians had abandoned the vicinage of 
Breflau; on which the army quitted its pofition 
at Strehlen, and, by a forced march, arrived 
beyond the Schweidnitzer-Wafler, and Cantb, 
where it was joined by the generals Platen and 
Knobloch, On the morrow (the 12th) the 
jking changed the pofition of his army, and en^- 

camped 
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camped at Moys« Confufedrumoiirsranthrou^ 
the camp refpeSing die Ruffians^ who were fakl 
to have pafTed the Oder befide Aiiras, Some 
affirmed that (bme Coflacks only had pafled; 
others fpoke of a detachment from the army; 
and a third party pretended that Butturlin and 
the whole army had crofled. As this was intel- 
ligence of the utmoft importance^ every effort 
was made to learn the truth. Schmettau was 
detached to Neumarck^ whence he expelled a 
body of Coflacks^ and took fome prifoners. 
Mollendorfi in like manner fent to reconnoitre 
at a village named Rock^ alfo drove oif a de- 
tachment of the enemy ; but litde infc»tnaupn 
was obtained from the prifoners that werebrought 
to the camp» for they had three days before paf-^ 
fed the Oder by fwimming, and had wholly oc* 
cupied themfelves with pillage: they did not fo 
much as know what was become of general Buu 
turlin or his army. 

A motion made by Laudon, toward Striegau^ 
occafioned the army of the king to occupy the 
hill of Leipe^ with the rights and Eifdorf with 
the left. But^ as the queftion whether the Ruf- 
fians had or had not pafled the Oder ftill was 
undetermined, it was neceifary^ in order to pro- 
cure pofltive intelligence, to detach a corps fuf- 
fkiently ftrong to advance, and, by infpeding 

the 
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the place, afcertain truth or wifehood. For 
this purpofc the king ient Platen with forty 
fquadrons and ten battalions, who was charged 
to reconnoitre toward Parchwitz. The king 
bimfelf wetit to the regiment of Ziethcn, en- 
camped at tlie extremity of the right, that he 
might be a perfonal fpedator, and judge whe- 
ther k would be neceflary to fupport Platen, 
whedier he ought to retire, or what other mea- 
fure Height be beft to take. Scarcely had be 
arrived before a ^loud of Coilacks, to the num- 
ber ,<Jf three or four thoufand, fell on the regi^ 
ment of Ziethen, with diofe cuftomary cries and 
clamours diey fend forth when they attack. A 
meffenger was haftily difpatchcd to the army, 
with orders for the firft regiments encamped on 
the rtght to advance, and in the mean time all 
neceflary efforts for defence were made. The 
fquadrons were divided into two parts, the 
better to guard their front, and cover thenr 
flanks. A fubaltern officer with ten huflars were 
ftationed in front of each troop, with orders to 
remain clofe and firm, a^d only to defend them- 
felves/by fkirmiftiing, and difcharging -their 
carabines. Every time that the Coflacks made 
any pretence of falling dn thefe fmall detached 
parties^e fquadrons in the rear fuftained them, 
^bre in hand, and taking care not to engage. 
• 6 This 
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Tlus ikirmifti continued an hour and a half; 
but> as foon as the Coflacks perceived the diftant 
fuccour advancmg, they haftily took to flighty 
and retired on the fidc.of Gros Wandris. 

Whoever preferves a good qountenance in 
prefence of the Coflacks runs no great rilk; for 
the r^unent of Ziethen^ very inferior in num* 
bers> iingly maintained itfelf againft them^ with- 
out having a buflar taken or wounded. Scarcdy 
had the fiwcour from the army joined the king 
before forty Auftrian fiju^drons were feen in the 
plains /of Jauer, advancing full trot toward 
Wahlfladt. Platen had jrepidfed (he RuffianjB^ 
bcyoftd .Gros Wandri^,^ the king had ordered 
Ziethen to follow with fix battalions and ten 
fquadrons for his fupport; a|xd at length fc^- 
lowed himfelf. When the troops attained the 
height (^ Wurgen, the head of the Auftrian 
cavahy was feen, coming frotti thfe fide of Wahl- 
ftadt* It was received with a tolerable fire 
fix>m the . artillery^ and incontinently attacked 
by Reitzenflein^ with dae dragoons of Fiuckj, 
and two fquadrons of Czetteritz. After two 
Miteiated charges, it was driven back to the 
defile it had left, and three hundred prifone^s 
were taken. The Auftrians fled in diforder 
to Jauer, and one fingle regiment joined But- 

turlin. 
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turlin^ bceaufe that regiment had been the Btd 
to pafs. 

Chance would have it that the Coflfacks them* 
felves (hould aid on this occafion to vanquifh 
the Auflrians. The dragoons of the latter^ that 
were in the ran^ were in a blue uniform^ 
Thefe the Coflacks fuppofed to be Pruffians^ 
and^ while Reitzenftein attacked in fronts the 
Ruffians took them in flank. Yiftorious over 
the Auflrians, the Pruffian cavalry afterward 
drove the Coflacks to the very camp in which 
JButturlin was intrenched. His army occupied 
the ground that lies between the village of 
Kofchwitz and that of Kunzendorf. It had 
pafled the Oder at Leubus; and had very dili- 
gendy laboured to fortify itfelf in this poll. 
The reafons why the king ought not to attack 
the Ruffians dill continued the fame. Their 
army was polled in a manner not to be forced, 
ejtcept by the facrifice of great numbers, and 
the king had not a man too many. He had 
only been followed by twenty*four battalions 
and fifty-eight fquadrons; the main body had 
remsdned with the margrave Charles, at the 
ounp of Leipe, to prcferve the rear of the king 
at liberty, and to more narrowly watch the 
motions of the Auftrians. The diftance of the 

two 
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two corps however was fo inconfiderable that they 
^ould join in Icfs than two hours. Laudon was 
too diftant from Leipe to attack the margrave 
Imexpeftedly. Let what would happen, the 
latter had time to fend intelligence, and wait for 
fupport; and the tardinefs of the Ruffians would 
permit the king, in cafe of neceffity, to bring up 
the mat^rave Charles. 

His majefty encamped between Klein, Wan- 
tdris, and Wahlftadt; where he carefully in- 
trenched his troops, that they might not fufFer 
lurprife, and an old redoubt was repaired at 
the Wurgenteich, the better to afcertain the 
commiinication of the two Pruffian armies. On 
the morrow a new camp prefented itfelf behind 
Jauen It was not fufficient to know that this 
camp was Auftrian, it was necelTary to be in- 
formed with what view it had turned to that 
fide. To eifeft this, an officer and three huffars, 
who underftood a little Ruffian, affumed the 
difguifcof Coflacks; and, early in the morning, 
glided into the camp of Jauer, under a pre- 
tence of having loft themfelves, while going 
on the fcout, for want of better knowing the 
roads. The Auftrian officer on guard paid them 
every civility, and related that this was a de- 
tachment of fix thoufand men, under Brentano, 
O commanded 
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commanded to cover the Axiftrian artUlelyf 
which Laudon had caufed to advance hither^ 
that it might be the more ready, fliould the 
Pruffians attack the Ruffians, for the Aiiflxians 
immediately to aid the latter, and that thus the 
deftrudtion of the king might be afcertained by 
the two-fanpcrial armies. 

Butturlin decamped on the morrov, and paT* 
fed near Lignitz, taking a position befide the 
village of Klein Eicke. Laudon imagined he 
had furnilhed the king with an opportunity of 
attacking the Ruffians on their march* The 
movement of Butturlin was made within can- 
non Ihot of the army, and over ground that did 
not appear difficult; but it was neceflary not 
to depart from principles. The Ruffians pz£kA 
immolefted; nor was their rear-guard even ha- 
rafled. After the manceuvrc they had made, it 
was impoffible to oppofe the jundion with the 
Auftrians. The latter kept on their guard; 
that they might give no advantage, Laudon 
had never quitted the foot of the hills, and had 
the addreft, on all occafions, to expofe the allies 
of Auftria to marches, and the moft hazardous 
emerprifes. 

The moft advantageous manner in which the 
king could aft, in this fituation, was to gain the 
heights of Kunzendorf by a forced march; be- 

caufe 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ftistdRY blf tHfe Seven Years war, 195 

Ihiufe that, if he could occupy this poft before 
Laiudon, the Auftriari army would be cut off 
l^om lt9 magazine$> and the Ruffians, who 
tould only fubfift on the provifions furniftied by 
the emprefs qufeen, would foon be obliged, for 
Want bf bread, to approach their own (lores left 
in Poland. This projed therefore, if happily 
lixecut^> might entirely change the face of af^ 
lairs, in Sileiia, for the rdl of the campaign. 

The amiy of the king marched firft, and the 
margrave, to gain tinie, immediately detached 
Knobloch, that he might feize on the Pitfchen-- 
berg, at the foot of which the army muft necef-- 
farity pafs. If his he occupied the fame night; 
tod on die morrow (the 2odi) the whole army 
apj^eared in the eiiVirohs of Jauemick imd 
BunzelwitZk But the propofed plan failed : 
Laudon had anti(iipited the king. He had the 
day before fent ibmc twenty battalions of his 
army that werct encamped at Kunzendorf. The 
heights of Kunzendorf form a poft in which the 
troops that poflcfs them cannot be forced. No 
coup de ttiain could be attempted; and the 
more (b becaufe the Auftrian army was difco- 
vered on the full match for this camp, to fill it 
in its whole extent. 

Unable to aft offenfively, the army extended 

itfelf from the hill of Wurben to the village of 

O % Zechcn, 
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Zcchen, where the right ended, a part of whicll 
was covered by the Nonnenbufch. Nothing 
hereafter could throw any impediments in the 
way of the Rullians and Auftrians, fo as to 
affed their junftion. It was forefeen that thefc 
two armies would (hortly affemble in the vici- 
nity of Schweidnitz. Under fuch circumftanccs 
the king muft provide for the fecurity of his 
camp, and for that of the fortrefs of Schweid- 
nit2. He might affume a poiition at Pulzen, 
where nature feemed to have been at the whole 
expence of fortifying a camp. But, though the 
army might there find fafety, there was danger 
that Laudon and Butturlin would bcfiege 
Schweidnitz, in the prefence of the king and 
the whole army, which they could not prevent. 
For this reafon the poft of Bunzelwitz was pre- 
ferred; becaufe that it covered the place, and 
rendered a fiege imprafticable. 

Still it was to be feared that the anny of the 
two empreffes would fend a detachment for 
Breflau, which, obliging the king to quit the 
vicinage of Schweidnitz, would have given the 
enemy an opportunity to befiege the town. But 
to oppole all the ehtcrprifes that troops fo fupe- 
rior might attempt was impoffible: fomething 
muft necelftrily be left to chance. To afcertain, 
iiowever, the pofition of the Pruflian army, the 

king 
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kuig intreached his camp, as well in front as . 
in flank and rean This camp became a kind 
of place of arms, of which the hill of Wurben 
was as the citadel. From this height, as far as 
the village of Bunzelwitz, he was covered by a. 
jnarih. The heads of the villages of Bunzel- 
wltz and Jauernick were fortified, and grand, 
batteries eredted there, the crofs fire of which 
defended that front by which the king was liable 
to be attacked by Laudon : the Auftrians woi^ld 
have been obliged to carry thefe two villages 
before they could have come to an engagement 
with the army. Between thefe villages, a little 
in the rear, the front of the infantry was co- 
vered by grand redoubts, fupplied with a vaft 
train of artillery* Paflfages had been made be- 
tween them to give egrefs to the cavalry, if 
that (hould be fovmd neceflary. Beyond Jauer- 
nick, and behind the Nonnenbufch, four hills 
had been intrench^di which overlooked the 
whole ground, and before which ran a muddy 
and imprafticable ditch, where the fire qf the , 
fmall arms would have prevented the enemy , 
from eftablifliing bridges. More to the right, 
a grand abatis interfered thp Nonnenbufch, 
and was defended by chafleurs and free batta- 
lions. The muddy ditch, of which we have 
fpok^n, took a cj/rcuit behind the wood, and 
Q3 to 
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to the foot of the hills on which the army was 
extended. At the extremity of the right the 
flank commenced, which, forming a parallel 
line with the rivulet of Strie^aii, ended at a 
wood covered by the defile that comes from 
Peterwitz. In this wood, which was on the 
back of the army, a maikcd battfery had been 
crefted, which communicated, behind an abatis, 
with another battery, fituated at the extremity 
of the fame wOod, on the fide of Neudorf; and 
here an intrenchment began, which joined the 
rear of the army, at the works that had been 
made on the height of Wurben. The intrench- 
ments were every where fixteen feet thick, and 
the ditches twelve feet deep, and fixteen wide. 
The front was furrounded by ftrong palifades, 
and the falient parts of the works were mined. 
Before the mines pitfigiUs were dug, and before 
the pitfalls were chevaux de frife, which, con* 
tiguous and funk in the earth, furrounded the 
whole exterior. The army of the king was 
compofed of fixty-fix battalions and a hundrecj 
and forty-three fquadrons; four hundred and 
fixty pieces of artillery were difperfed among 
the different works, and a hundred and eighty- 
two loaded mines were ready to be fprung on 
the firft fignal given. 
Time was not left to complete all theft labour^ 

before 
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before marihal ButCurlin appeared at the head 
of his Ruffians. (The 25th) He came and en- 
camped at the foot of the heights of Hohenfried- 
berg, and two days after changed his pofition. 
The main body of thefe troops occupied the 
ground which leads from Oels to Striegau. 
Czernichef extended from Streitberg toward 
Nicklafdorf ; Brentano todk poft on the left of 
the Ruffians, at Preilfdorf ; and Berg with his 
Coflacks encamped at Laflen, whence he pafled 
the rivulet of Striegau, and came on the back 
of the Pruffian army. Beck, recently arrived 
from Lufatia, was pofted between Oels and the 
Nonncnbufch, to afcertain the communication 
of the two Imperial armies. The pofition of 
the enemy, thus taken, formed a fpecies of lint 
of circumvallation, which furroundcd two thirds 
of the Pruffian camp, 

Laudon then imagined he might quit the 
hills with impianity; and, defcending into the 
plain, he e3^tended his Auftrians from Camerau, 
through Arnfdorf, to Cirlau. Between Came^ 
rau and Arnfdorf, he threw up an intrench* 
ment, from which he propofed to come to the 
attack of the Pruffians, and which might equally 
ferve him for offence or, fhpuld he be obliged 
to retreat, for defence. This work was often 
interrupted by the Pruffian ajtHIcryj however, 
O 4 ^ demoA* 
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dcmonftrations fo ferious fcemed to announce 
with certitude the rcfolution of the enemy to 
attack the army of the king, be the rilk what 
it might. Laudon, the fame day, m^c an 
attempt on the head of the village of Jauernick, 
where the refiftance he found greatly furpafled 
his expedations. He fummoncd major Favrat, 
who commanded there, to furrcnder; and that 
officer replied in a tone fuch as might be 
expeded from a man of honour, and fuch as 
conftrained the general to defift from any obfti-^ 
nate purfuit of his purpofe. 

In the prefent expe<5tation of an approaching 
battle, every negeflkry difpofition was made for 
vigorous defeqce. By day little was to be 
feared, becaufe of the infinite ftrength of the 
camp ; but much by night,^ becaufe of the great 
proximity of the armies. There was little ap- 
pearance of misfortune to the PruflGjans; unlefs 
Laudon, under the favour of darknefs, fhould 
furprife a part of ^he camp, when the troops, 
overcome by ilecp^ fhould want time to march 
to its defence. To prevent any fuch cataftrqphe, 
the tents were ftruck every evening; and the 
army, filling the intrenchment% paffed.the 
nights under arms. 

laudon was fo much in the neighbourhood 
of Schweidnitz, by his pofts of Camcrau, Schpn- 

brunn^ 
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brunn, and Bockendorf, that an intermediate 
detachment was obliged to be made between 
Schweidnitz and the army, to fuccour that place^ 
Ihould it be attacked, and to cover the convoys 
of the army, which drew its bread, forage and 
fubfiftcnce folely from that fortrefs. With this 
view, Gablenz proceeded, with a detachment of 
fome battalions, beyond Tunkendorf, where 
his right was proteded by the batteries of the 
camp, and his left by the artillery of Schweid- 
nitz ; and where he ftiil further fecured his po- 
fition by good intrenchments, with which he 
covered his front. 

. On the fame day the general officers received 
the difpofition of the defence of the camp, and 
the manner in which each was to aft in the quar- 
ter he commanded. However extenfive the 
ground on which the Pruffian army encampfed 
might be, means were found to reduce it to 
three points of attack. The firft of thefe lay be- 
tween the villages of Bunzelwitz and Jauernick. 
This the kin^ propofed to defend in perfon 
againft Laudon who had conftrufted his ap- 
proach, or his intrenchment, on that fide. It 
was impoffible for the Auftrians to leave thefe 
villages fortified in their rear, and to pierce to 
the centre, becaufe theymuft have fuftained a 
heavy fire of artillery on both their flanks. It 

was 
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was therefore to be prefumed their firft attempt 
would be to wrry one of thefe two pofts. The 
king refolved to fuffer them to labour at effcift-^ 
ing this, and not to fend his cavalry upon them 
till they ftiould have fuftained fome confiderable 
lofs. The troops of thefe villages might like- 
wife be fupported by freih bodies of infantry, 
^s long as it fhould be thought proper fo to do j 
pot to mention that fixty cannon, frpm lateral 
works, defended the approach. 

The fecond point of attack was between the 
village of Zefchen and the wood, on the Pruf- 
fian right flank: here Ziethen commapdedt 
The Ruffians, who encamped in his prefence, 
would probably be charged with this attempt. 
To arrive at the Pruffians they muft be obliged 
to pafs the rivulet of Striegau, und^r the fire of 
the fmall arms and the cannon of the intrench- 
ments, and m\^ have loft their beft infantry a^ 
the pafs; without enumerating the multi&rioua 
obftacles that ftill remained to be overcome, be- 
fore they c^ld approach the intrenchments; fo 
that fome charges of cavalry, made a propos by 
general Ziethen, woyld hi^ve been fufE^ient to 
difperfe them. 

The third point of attack was on the fide of 
Peterwitz, and of the defile which covered that 
part of the Pruffian camp, This was defended 

by 
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by Ramin ; and, according to all appearance^ 
the attacl; muft have been made by Czemichef 
^nd Bren(anO| beomff that then: detachments 
were the pMEtfU It w«i determined to fuffer 
the enemy peaceabl^f to iidftfice as far as the 
defile of Peterwitz, where fat muft be taken in 
flank by the mafkod battcfJT of tht wood, which 
inight have playo4 wholt Tollies of cafe {ho% 
upon hm; ^tr which Plateii huA orders to fall 
on his rear with forty (quadraQS; and a road 
through die wood had lor that purpofe beexl 
made^ by which Platen was to advance. 

The greatef^ flrength of thia camp confided 
in depriving the enemy of three fpcciesof arm^, 
which were all prefervcd to the Pruffians. The 
a^lants could not employ artillery^ becaufc 
that, all the environs of the intrenchment being 
infinitely lower than the ground on which it was 
thrown up, their cannon would have done no 
cxecudon. Their cavalry was equally ufelefs, 
for, if it did but make any little advance, it 
mufl have been overwhelmed by the fire of the 
batteries. And how were they effedually to 
employ their fmaJl arms? Were they to fire 
muikets againfl great guns? Could they tear up 
the ehevaux de frife, and batter down the pali- 
fades with mufket balls? It was certain there- 
fore that ev«y advantage of ground, pofitioti, 

aftd 
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and art, had been taken, in order to give onfl 
army a fuperiority over the other; After thefc 
difpofitions had been made (September) the 
Pruffians tranquilly waited thci attempts of the 
enemy. . > / ^ 

Soon after the arrival pf marfhal Butturlin, 
a Ruffian officer, who hadJoft himfelf by night, 
and imagined he had approached the guards of 
his camp, foiiijd himf^f iji the midft of that of 
the Pruffians* -This man, not being artful, in- 
genuoufly related that -the generals had refolvcd 
to attack the intrenchments of the king, on the 
firft of September, True it is that Butturlin 
^nd Laudon had agreed on this attack, which 
would have taken place but for the following 
circumftances. Butturlin, who fat long at tabic 
after dinner, where wine W45 not fpared, had ixt 
a moment of gaiety, glafs in hand, confented 
to the propofal niade by Laudon, The difpo- 
fition of the thr^e attacks had been reduced to 
writing, and fent to the principal officers of the 
armies who had the command, and Laudon re- 
turned to his camp, well fatisfied with the Ruf- 
fians. 3uttyrlin llept upon it; and awaking^ 
confulted his prudence, and countermanded the 
orders th^t had been given; becaufe that he 
feared, with fome reafon, th? Auftrians would 
facrifice his army, and would PQt fyftain him; 

and 
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and that, (hould the enterprife be unfuccefsful, 
the blame and the (hame would remain with the 
Ruffians. In lieu of the grand projeds that 
had been imaging at nooi^, he contented him- 
felf with throwing a few bombs toward the 
Pruffian camp, which did not reach it by fome 
hundreds of paces* 

Laudon was informed of this fudden change, 
and became furious. Couriers were difpatehed 
to Vienna, and the generals teftificd their cold- 
nefs. Things however remained as they were, 
except that Laudon made the corps of Draf- 
kowitz approach Wartha, and place itfelf on 
the heights of Ludwigfdorf. The remainder of 
the time, till the loth of September, was em- 
ployed by the armies in looking at each other, 
at which time Butturlin decamped, and took 
the road to Jauer, becaufe that the Auftrians 
had not magazines fufficiently copious, nor 
herds numerous enough, to fupply him with 
bread and viands. Laudon, who imagined he 
Ihould expofe himfelf, (hould he remain on the 
plain after the departure of the Ruffians, re- 
treated to the mountains, and refumed his for- 
mer pofition of Kunzendorf. 

The kmg, on the fame day, detached Platen 
for Brellau, with the corps that he had conti- 
nually commanded, under pretence of efcorting 

a con- 
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a convoy to the army* His real dcftination Wal 
to pafs the Oder; aiid, by forced marches, tm 
ruin the grand magazine the Ruffians poflefled^ 
in a fmall town^ in the palatinate of Pofnania^ 
namfed Koublift; then to join the prince of* 
Wurtemberg) who might ftand in need of his 
aid ; and finally^ when the campaign in Pome-» 
rania Ihould terminate^ to join prince Henry in 
Saxony. 

Platen dcftroyed the magazine of Koublin, 
took five fhoufand waggons, five battalions, 
forty-two officers, and feven cannon. He 
thence advanced to Pofen, where he ruined all 
that appertained to the Ruffians ; after which 
he purfued his march toward Pomerania and 
Colberg. This expedition haftencd the retreat 
of Butturlin^ and made him renounce all ideas 
Which he might have entertained of penetrating 
Into the eleftoral March* He haftened to crofs 
the Oder (the 17th) and regain Poland. The 
corps of Czemichef did liot accompany him* 
This amounted to nearly twenty thoufand men> 
and was to remain with Laudon ; the emprefs 
df Ruffia being defirous of affording the em^* 
prefs queen this lingular mark of fiiendlhip. 

Had fubfiftence permitted the army of the 
king to maintain the camp of Bunzelwitz, the 
Campaign wo\ild have paflfed away in Silefia, 

and 
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fnd the formidable preparations of the enemy 
would have produced no remarkable event. Bur 
the magazine of Schweidnitz, which had fup« 
plied the army with provifions during a great part 
of the campaign, began to be exhaufted : the 
provifions that there remained would not fufficc 
for more than a month. The king durft not 
further enfeeble the army, by new detachments^ 
after the departure of Platen : his grand dc- 
pofits were at Breflau, and lefs than ten thou* 
fand men might not fafely efcort convoys from 
that city to the camp. Thefe reafons, mature* 
ly weighed, made him refolve to approach 
Neifs with the army, where provifions and 
forage were found in abundance^ and whence 
the enemy might be infpired with apprehen- 
fions, as well for the county of Glatz as for 
Moravia; which might draw Laudon to that 
fide, and thus remove the Ruffians and Au- 
ftrians from Schweidnitz. In confequence of 
this arrangement, the army took the camp of 
Pulzen, where it remained fome days. The 
king left five complete battalions in Schweid* 
nitz, with the convalefcent men of the army, and 
a hundred dragoons. The governor, Zaftrow^ 
was enjoined to uCe every precaution and vigi- 
lance, that might fruftrate thofe attempts which 
the enemy fhould form in the abfence of the 
Prufiian army. 
^7 On 
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On the zoihy the king aflumed the camp of 
Siegroth^ and, on the 29th, that of Noflcn^ 
near Munfterberg; where he Hopped that he 
might judge, by the manoeuvring of the enemy, 
what part would be taken. Laudon immedi- 
ately fent detachments to reinforce the polls 
of Silberberg and Wartha; but his army, 
ftrengthened by Czernichef, was (b numerous 
that the want of twenty or thirty thoufand men 
would not impede his afting in what manner he 
fhould think proper. 

At Noflen, on the firft of Oftober, the king 
received intelligence that the Auftrians had 
taken Schweidnitz, by a coup de main. How- 
ever incredible this news might appear it was 
not the lefs true. The attack had been con- 
certed and executed in the following manner. 

There were about five hundred prifoners in 
the place, among whom one of the moft con- 
fiderable was a major Roca, a partifan officer, 
and an Italian by birth. This major conceived 
the projeft of furrendering the place in which 
he was imprifoned to the Auftrians. With this 
view, he had the addrefs to infinuate himfelf fo 
highly into the favour of the governor that the 
latter granted him more freedom than it was 
proper to grant a prifoner, efpecially when the 
town in which he is detained is furrounded by 

enemies. , 
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•hemies. Roca walked round the works; knew 
tho iituation of all the guards, and all the detach- 
ments ; bbftrvied the various negligences that 
were conimitted in the fervice of the garrifon ; 
iived openly with every body, and often was in 
tompany with the Auftrian foldiers, his fellow 
prifoners: he further intrigued in the town, 
fparcd nd bribes, and gave exa6l information 
Co Lauddh of all he had feen, heard, and had 
himfelf invented, to (ccure him the town of 
Schweidnitz. 

Laudon formed his projeft of furprife accord- 
ing to the intelligence fent by this major; and^ on 
the night of the laft of September, he executed 
this pfojeft iti the manner we are going to re- 
late. Twenty battalions were diftributed for 
four attacks ; one to be made on the gate of 
Breflau, another on the gate of Striegau, a third 
on the fort of Bockendorf, and the fourth on 
the fort of Eau* Zaflxow had been at a ball; 
yet, as he had feme fufpicions, he ordered the 
garrifon to arms in the evening, and ftationed 
it in the works : but he committed the errors 
of not giving the officers inftruftions how they 
were to aft ; of not fending his cavalry on the 
fcout, to a certain diftance ; of not throwing 
fire balls to give light in the country; and 
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in fine, of being too negligent in all parts of his 
duty. 

The Auftrians advanced, and arrived at the 
very palifades before they were difcovered. In 
the whole defence there were not above twelve 
voUies * from the artillery, and the fire of the 
fmall arms was fo feeble, that the enemy might 
ad as he pleafed. The guard of the gate of 
Striegau was furprifed: from that they pene- 
trated into the works. Amid the confufipn, the 
Auftrian prifoners role, feized on the inner gate 
of the town, and opened it to the firft troops of 
• the enemy that approached. In lefs than an 
hour the Auftrians were wholly matters of the 
place. De Beville, who commanded at the 
redoubt of the Eau, was the only officer who 
ftood firm, till all refource was loft, and every 
means of defence fled. A powder magazine, 
having been blown up by accident, in the fort 
of Bockendorf, occafioned the Auflxiaro tp 
fufFer fome lofs ; which excepted, the place wafc 
taken without cgA. 

A misfortune fo unforefeen deranged every 
meafure of the king ; his pl*oje6ts muft be aban- 
doned, his plans changed, and for the reft of 
the campaign he had but to endeavour to pre- 

# Douze coups de canon. It fhould mean, there were only 
twelve Ihot fired, yet the circumftance appears ftrange. T. 
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ferve what fortrefles and ground he could, againfl 
fo great a fuperiority of opponents. The army 
marched to Strehlen, where it fixed its abode, 
that it might equally cover Neifs, Brieg, and 
Breflau, The king h^d taken the precaution 
of entrenching a camp near Breflau, His firft 
intention had been to employ this for thofe 
detachments that might occafionally approach 
the capital, where they might maintain theni- 
felves againfl: the enemy, till the arrival of the 
royal army. Under the king's prefent circupi- 
fiances, this camp might be employed for the 
army itfelf ; and to obtain it the PruflSans had 
one march lefs than the enemy. 

From this time the king found himfelf re- 
ftrained rigoroufly to the defenfive; but it wad 
neceflary Laudon ftiould not fufped his defign, 
for the fecret known would have given him the 
advantage over the Pruffians. The better to 
difguife his intentions, the king iflued orders 
to the army to prepare for battle ; to reload the 
muikets and ftiarpen their fword-blades, and 
that fufficient ammunition ftiould be diftributed 
to the artillery. Grand preparations and grand 
projefts were fpoken of, and the known Auf* 
trian fpies, that were in th'e army, immediately 
departed to carry the intelligence to Laudon. 
It perhaps may appear incredible to pofl:erity 
P a that 
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that this army of Aufbrians and Ruffians^ en** 
camped on the hills of Kunzendorf, three days 
march from the Pruflians^ pafled eight nights 
under arms^ in momentary expeftation of an 
attack. 

Czernichef llrongly preflbd the Auftrian 
general to march for Breilau. Reafons of war 
and politics required he Ibould ad thus; for 
Laudon, by leading his grand army into the 
plain^ would have outwinged the Pruifians om 
every fide, muft have overwheln^ied thcm^ 
and have acquired the glory of terminating the 
war* His excufc to Czernichef was, that he 
could not advance fo far into the country, be- 
caufe his fubfiftence wotild fail; as alfo would hi^ 
draught-horfes, Laudon concealed the true 
reafon that impeded adivity : he dreaded ex- 
poling himfclf on the plain, becaufc that the 
Aufbrians had there fo often been beaten ; be- 
fide, as he had no fupport, no proteftors, at 
the court of Vienna, he would run no rifks. 
He was fatisfied with the fame he had acquired 
by the capture of Schweidnitz, and continued 
on the mountains perfedly inadive. 

Toward the clofe of Odober, affairs were fo 
greatly on the decline, in Pomerania, that the 
king could not avoid fending new fuccours* 
Schenkendorf departed (November) with fix 

battalions 
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battalions and ten fquadrcms. The ufe mad^ 
of this detachment will prefently be feen* 

The king maintained his pofition of ,.5trehlen ' 
till the tenth of- December, when the troops 
entered Into winter quarters, L-audon had 
already fent back the detachment of O'Ponncl 
into Saxony^ and cantoned hi^ troops aipong 
the mountaii^s. The Ruffians had entered the 
county of Glatz. The Prufiians, on their part, 
had thrown the regiment of Bernburg into Neifs, 
Wied wintered in the vicinage of Grotkau, 
with ten battalions and as n>^i>y fcjqadrons. 
The environs of Breflau werp occupied by 
twenty battalions and forty fquadronsj and 
Zeunert marched to Glogau; that the place, 
during winter at leaft, might be free from infult. 
Schmettau departed with fome cavalry for 
Guben, in order to afcertain the communica- 
tion between Berlin and the army in Saxony. 

After having uninterruptedly narrated what 
pafled this year in Silefia, we Ihall now take 
a retrofpcft of fuch events as happened in 
Pomerania. The prince pf Wurtcmberg had 
entered the camp of Cojberg, on the 4th of 
June, where he was joined, on the 7th of 
the fame month, by Thadden. The frwf- 
fians, by their pofition, furrounded Colberg 
i|) djiCl^ a manner tha^ t|ie twp wings of the 
P 3 entrench* 
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entrenchment extended to the Baltic. The 
riverof Perfante covered the right of the camp; 
^nd the centre, which was the mofteafy of 
approach, was defended by good entrench^ 
ments. Werner had been detached to Cpflin, 
from which he retired at the approach of Ro- 
manzQW, who advanced at the head of twelv? 
thoufand Ruffians, and who chofe his firft pofi* 
tiqn at the Gollenberg. 

All remained quiet till the 20th of Auguft^ 
when the Ruffian and Swedifti combined fleets 
appeared before Colberg, approached the port, 
and warmly cannonaded the batteries of the 
Pruffians, by whom the port and the fliore were 
defended, Romanzow (Septeniber 4th) took 
this opportunity to approach the prince of Wur- 
temberg, and encamped at the diftance of a quar- 
ter of a league from thePruflJans, The prince had 
hitherto nothing to fear; but, inftead of ftoring 
his magazines as abundantly as had been re- 
pommended to him, he fpared even the ejivi? 
rons of his camp, where hp knew the Ruffians 
were to arrive ; and, in general, the little atten-? 
tion that had been paid to fubfiftence was the 
paufe of all the misfortunes that happened in 
Pomerania. The firft confequence of this was 
fhat be detached Werner to hufband his provir 
figns; apd perhaps likewife becaufe they could 

not 
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not agree. Werner marched to Treptow, and 
had the imprudence to canton his men. They 
were furprifed by the Ruffians; he was made 
prifoner, and nearly five hundred, horfe of his 
corps had the fame ill fortune. 

Encouraged by fuccefs, the Ruffians, on the 
night of the 17 th of September, endeavoured 
to carry a free battalion, which was pofted in 
the front of the left of the Pruffians, in a re- 
doubt fo diftant from the camp that it was 
^ even beyond cannon-fhot. The enemy paffi^d 
a marfli which had been fuppofed impraftica- 
ble, becaufe it had not been examined, at* 
tacked the redoubt through the ftrait, and 
took the two hundred men placed there for 
its defence. Still more inflated by thefe finall 
advantages, Romanzow imagined it depend- 
ed only on himfelf to carry the Pruffian in- 
trenchments, whenever he fhould think pro- 
per to make the attempt. He approached the 
green redoubt, which was erefted toward the. 
centre of the prince of Wurtemberg, opened his 
trenches, eftablifhed batteries, as at a regular 
fiege, made a formal attack, on the 19th, and 
carried the redoubt. Scarcely had he fixed 
himfelf there before colonel Kleift, at the head 
of the grenadiers, diflodged him with the lofs 
of eleven hundred men. This redoubt was 
P 4 placed. 
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placed^ contrary to rule, three thoufand pace! 
tliflant from the intrenchment, from which it 
was feparated by a ravin ; but, though it flood 
thus apart and defenc^lefs, thp I^uffiqins difturh* 
ed it no more, difcour^^ by xhc ipfs they had 
ah-eady fuffercd. 

Platen (Oftober) after haying taken the ma- 
gazine of Koublin, then traverfed the new 
March, whence he inclined immediately toward 
Corlin, and took a detachment of three hun- 
dred Ruf&ans; but this made no impreffion on 
Romanzow, who remained quiet in his camp. 
The prince of Wurtemberg required Platen to 
come on the rear of the enemy, while he fhould 
attack him in front ; but, by a fatality conmioo 
to all armies, the opinions of the two generals 
corrcfponded in no inftance. Platen piarched 
toward Spic, and encamped on the right of the 
prince, on the Kauzenberg. Their approach 
did but increafe their mifunderflandihg. 

Phten however had been clofely followed by 
generals Fermor and Berg; the lattery with ten 
thoufand ColTacks and dragoon3, pofled himfelf 
at Greiffenberg. Qn the other part, th? ap- 
proach of winter would not permit the com* 
bined fleets of the Swedes and Ruffians any 
longer to keep the fea. Each retired toward its 
<^wn ports, and two frigates only were left in th? 
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road of Colbcrg, tp block up th« harbour, 
Thcfe were fufficientto keep offthetranfportSj 
the entrance of which into the harbouF was be- 
come an urgent neceffity. Unable to procure 
fubfiftence by fea, the prince of Wurtemberg 
wiftied to convey it by land, from Stettin; 
and to this efFeft he detached Platen, in order 
to efcort the convoys. The general direded 
his route through Treptow a^d Stuchow to GoU- 
now: in this camp he had a defile before him, 
which he paffed with a regiment of huflars and 
two battalions. Thefe were immediately at- 
tacked by Fermor, who was there with his 
whole divifion, and they were beaten and made 
prifoners. After this misfortune. Platen retired 
to Damm; and the enemy deftroyed the con- 
voy he was fent to proteft. 

Not knowing what had paffed at GoUnow, 
the prince of Wurtemberg again detached Kno« 
bloch to Treptow, with three battalions and five 
hundred horfe, to efcort the convoy which he 
fuppofed was to arrive there, but which was 
already taken. Scarcely had Knobloch arrived 
at his place of deftination before he was fur- 
rounded by nine thoufand Ruffians, and taken 
for want of ammunition and fubfiftence, after he 
psid bravely defended himfelf for three days. 

Profit- 
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Profiting by the ^uks and misfortunes . of the 
Pruffians, the foe next blockaded the prince .of 
Wurtemberg infuch a manner that Platen, who 
could not join him, retired on the fide of Star- 
gard> ^id was followed by general Berg. 

Informed of the deplorable ftate of affairs in 
Pomcrania, the king, as we have before faid, 
fent thither Schenkcndorf and Anhalt. It was 
no longer poflible to revidlual the magazines of 
Colberg. The laft convoy the Ruffians had 
taken contained all the horfes the provinces 
were able to fupply. The Ruffians, befidc, 
were fo fuperior in numbers, and had detached 
fo many troops, between Colberg and S;tettin, 
that it was morally impoffible a convoy fhould 
pafs. It was therefore neceflary to regard 
the place as loft, and to fave the troops of 
the prince of Wurtemberg ; becaufe, under the 
prefent gloomy afpedt of affairs, nothing better 
could be effedted. 

No diligence of Schenkendorf could bring 
him up with Platen fooner than the loth of 
November, on which day the generals joined 
between Pyritz and Arenfwalde, whence they 
marched to Greiffenberg, where they found 
themfelves in the prefence of Jacoblef, who had 
been detached from the grand army. While 
Platen held hini in awe, the prince of Wurtem- 
I berg 
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berg quitted his camp, on the night of the 
1 4th J and, marching along the (hore oif the 
Baltic, arrived at Treptow, without meeting 
an enemy on his route. The prince joined the 
porps by which he had been feleafcd; and, 
after their union, they attempted once more to 
diflodge the Ruffians from the neighbourhood 
of Colberg, by coming upon their rear. Hav- 
ing obferved they could not efFeft their purpofc 
by this manoeuvre, they advanced, on the 12th 
of December, toward Spie; atucked the rc- 
, doubt of Drenow, carried it, and took the troops 
by which it was defended. They would have 
obtained further advantages, had not the whole 
Ruffian army prefented itfelf in the very camp 
the Pruffians had occupied. As they knew the 
iqipoffibiUty of carrying the intrenchm^Bnts of 
the enemy, they fell back to Grciffi^nberg; 
whence, havitig heard that famine had obliged 
the garrifon of Colberg to furrendcr, they re* 
tired to Stettin. The prince of Wurtemberg 
drew a line behind the Oder, to cover Stettin; 
Thadden departed for Lufatia, Platen for Sax* 
ony, and the prince took the road of Meck« 
lenBourg^ 

We have been engaged by objefts fo import- 
:ant that we have made no mention of the Swe- 
,diih army, or of Belling, who made head againfl 

it 
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it with fifteen hundred huflkrs and two battt* 
lions. Ehrenfchwerd with the Swedes had 
pafled the Pecnc, on the 19th of July. Bel- 
ling> ^o was at Malchin^ being informed 
that a corps of Swedes encamped at Bartow, 
attacked it, and took a hundred tpen, and three 
cannon. (Au^ft 5th) He new fell on Hcflcn- 
ftein, who was at Rfipenack, where he cap- 
tured fix hundred men, and fix cannon. The 
fame commander was another time beaten, and 
loft three hundred n^en. 

Thefe petty advantages did not prevent the 
Swedifli army from advancing into the Ucke- 
rane iriareh. A corps of fix thoufand Swedes, 
cpmbg firom Trcptow, on the Tollenfee, ap- 
proached to attack Bel|ingi but he put himfelf 
in ambufcade, fel) unexpededly on the foe, and 
took near fix hundred men. The prince of 
Bevern, who faw the advance of the Swedes, 
in defpite of the vigorous refiftance of Belling, 
fent him a reinforcement of three battalions; 
and at the fame time he was joined by Stutter<» 
hcim, and fome troops fi'oni the army of prince 
Henry. With this additional ftrength. Belling 
attacked a corps of Swedes, pofted at Rebelow, 
and made fome prifoners. Ehrenfchwerd, that 
he might take his reyenge, marched o^i the 

morrow 
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Kiorrow to Gollnpw. Belling^ who was there^ 
having received intelligence of the enemy's, 
intentj once more^ by the aid of an ambufcade, 
attacked^ threw him into difotder^ arid retreated 
to Rebelow; whence he inclined to Kuhblanck, 
and the Swedes to Friedland. Belling marched 
to meet them^ engaged the cavalry of Spreng- 
port, which conftituted the van-guard of the. 
corps, and was vidorious. (September 9th) He 
dien turned toward Lockenitz, where this inde« 
fatigable general fell on the Swedes, intrenched 
at Friedland. His want of infantry and artil- 
lery would not permit him to attack the in- 
trenchment ; and he remained fajtisfied with car^ 
lying off the grand, guard of forty dragoons. 
We feem to be writing the hiftory of Amadis 
de Gaul, fpeaking of the progrefs of Belling, 
who was for ever fighting, and never to be found 
in the fame place. His infantry was at Pafe- 
walk, and he had polled himfelf at Ferdi- 
nandlhof. The Swedes advanced, the Pruffiaix 
drove their van-guard upon the infantry, forced 
them to retire, and oh the morrow engaged in 
a new combat, in which the enemy lofl five 
hiuidred men. (Odtober) 

The prince of Severn, obliged to fend con- 
vpys to Colbcrg, then withdrew the battalion* 
hi had fent tq; Belling* This general himfelf 

3- received 
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received orders to approach Berlin, which was 
threatened by a corps of Axiftrians that was in 
Lufatia. He departed, it is true (November) 
but, as he found that the rumour had no foun- 
dation in truth, he marched back to meet the 
Swedes, where he waited to gather new laurels. 
The campaign in thefe parts was dragged on to 
the fixth of December, when Ehrenfchwerd 
quitted Dcmmin, and approached Stralfund. 
Nothing happened on the banks of the Peene, 
except fome trifling Ikirmifties. 

When the prince of Wurtemberg marched 
toward Mecklenbourg, Belling led the van. At 
Malchin he found a garrifon, which he kept 
blockaded till the prince of Wurtemberg came 
up. The place might have been carried fword 
in hand, but the troops were in a fhattered ftate, 
the regiments half melted away, and over- 
whelmed with fatigue; and it was befide necef- 
fary to prcferve the men for better occafions. 
For thefe reafons the town was only cannon- 
aded; though it would have been taken, had not 
Ehrenfchwerd, informed of the danger of his 
troops, fpeeded to their relief with his whole 
army (January the 3d). He withdrew the gar- 
rifon of Malchin, and again took the route to 
Stralfund. The troops on each part went into 
winter quarters; the Swedes near Stralfund, and 

. the 
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Che Pruffians in the duchy of Mecklenbourg, in 
the environs of Schwerin and Roftock. 

We have faid that general Platen was on the 
full march for Saxony, and it is now proper to 
relate what paffed this year in the army of prince 
Henry. We left his royal highnefs in the camp 
of Meiffcn and Katzenhaeufer; marChal Daun 
at his camps of the Windberg and Dippoldif- 
walda; and the army of the circles between 
Hof and Plauen^ The prince, who was to ob- 
ferve the marftial, and follow him (hould he 
march into Silefia, propofed not to quit the 
banks of the Elbe, that he might pafs the river 
at the fame time with the enemy. Meantime, 
to keep the Auftrians in breath, and to reduce 
them in fome manner to the defenfive, the 
prince harafled or attacked every detachment 
Daun fent from his army, however trifling the 
diftance. Among others, Kleift diflodged four 
regiments of Saxon dragoons, near Freyberg, 
who gave indications of intending to take poft 
there. After having piirfued them toward Dip- 
poldifwalda, he profited by the opportunity, 
and fuddenly fell on the corps of Torrek, at 
Marienberg, whom ^le obliged tb take refuge In 
Bohemia. Seidlitz, on his part, purfuedRied; 
who abandoned his pofition of Kefllelfdorf, and' 
haftily retreated to the camp of the WindbergJ 

The 
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The Auftrianis tr&hquilly endbred tfaefe pettf 
bravadoes^ and titated them ^s trifles^ not trou^ 
bling themfelves to uke any revenge; 

Daun remained inadive till the opening of 
the campaign in Silefia^ confining his efforts td 
cut off all immediate communication between 
the two Pruffidii armies. To this eflfed he de- 
tached Lafcy (July i6th) who pafled theElbe^, 
and took poft at the village of Dobberitz, near 
Groifenhayn. By this the marlhal obliged the 
t'ruffian couriers to take circuits^ that their dif- 
patches might arrive in fafety* This iticonvc^ 
nienccj at that time^ was of little confequence;^ 
but another more coniiderable one might refult; 
which was thatj ihould Daun undertake to march 
into Silefia^ the prince mufl be obliged to pais 
the Elbe lower down, by which he would at 
lead iofe a march, and would have found Lafcy 
in his road, which might have rendered the tra<> 
verfing of Lufatia difficult. He however imay^ 
l^ed the lilarlhal had another meaning, ami 
&at the motion of Lafcy was that a jundUod 
might be formed with the Ruffians, or that 
jTome hew incurfioh might be made into the 
eledoral march. 

It was impoflible his highnefs (hould dppof<; 
ib maAy attempts at once; and he contented 
Ittmfelf with fending Robel, with a troop of 

huflarsj 
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huffars, to Torgau, that he might there obferve 
the motions of Lafcy, and make his report. 
To prevent any expedition of the enemy againft 
the capital, he cantoned a part of bis troops be- 
tween Strehla and Leimbach, by which he 
gained a march, 'ftiould he find it neceflary to 
cover Berlin. Thefe troops, concealed from 
Daun, might aid in fending detachments un- 
fufpefted, of which it would be difficult for the 
enemy to obtain information. An occifion like 
this foon prefented itfelf. Kleefeld, with a corps 
of the circles, had advanced to Penig. The 
prince fent Kleift to oblige him to quit this poft. 
Scarcely was he repulfed before he returned, 
only to be repulfed a fecond time. 

The king was fo occupied between the Au- 
flrians and Ruffians that it was with difficulty he 
could, with all his troops, make any head againfl 
the fupcriority of his foes. The prince, his 
brother, imagined Belling had need of fuccour, 
that he might more fuccefsfully oppofe fuch en- 
terprifes as the Swedes might form in future. From 
his army only could troops be detached into thofc 
parts, for Daun had hitherto remained tranquil. 
The prince therefore fent the younger Stutter- 
hcim, with four battalions, to join Belling. We 
have lately feen the ufe that was made of thefe 
Q^' troops. 

Hift. Sev. Tears W^ar, Vol. II. 
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troops. The reafon that principally determined 
his highnefs to make this detachment was, that 
there might be troops ready for the defence of 
the capital, (hould that be neceflarjr, againft 
any incurfion of fn^l corps^ becaufe chat the 
garrifon of Berlin only then confided of two 
feeble battalions of militia. 

( Auguft 29th) A war of fkirmifiies ftill con* 
tinued in Saxony to be carried on by the Pruf- 
lians. Kleift a fecond time beat a corps of the 
enemy» near Freyberg, and Seidlitz defeated a 
large body of cavalry, near Pretfcbendort In 
the interim, the troops of the circles began to 
move. Scrbelloni, their comnunder, had ad- 
vanced to Rombtfrg; and, as he might thence 
turn the flank of the Pruffians with facility, 
prince Henry fent Seidlitz againfl him, with 
4ve battalions and fifteen fquadrons. This 
general manoeuvred with fo much art and capa- 
city, and infpired Serbelloni with fo many fears 
for the army under liis command, that the latter 
thought it his duty to retire toward Hof in the 
empire. 

The French army at this time made fome 
progrefs. The corps of the count de Lufacc 
had penetrated through Eimbeck, into the elec- 
torate of Hanover, and menaced the town of 
Wolfenbuttel. As the feeblenefs of the garri- 

foji 
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ton made it apprehended that vigorous defence 
Was impoffible, his royal highnefs fent colonel 
Bohlcn thith€f> with fSftteh hundred men. The 
tolonel would have thrown himfelf into the 
J)laee ; but the governor. Stammer, who com- 
inailded thirt for the duke, woxild not permit 
him to enter* Bohleh confequently retired, and 
two days after it was taken* 

WKen the Saxons had thus ciptuf ed Wolfen* 
buttd, Serbelk^ni fent general Luzinfky to join 
diem, with fix thoufand men, whe took poft 
toward the Saale, and feized on Halle. (Odto- 
bcr nth) The prince fent Seidlitz to oppofe 
liim; who, paffing tjifough Deffau and Bern- 
burg, lendeaVoured there to prohibit the foe en- 
tering the dutchy of Magdebourg* But the 
tount de Lu(ac<J had already evacuated Wol* 
ienbuttel, and retreated into Heffe; and Lu- 
feiniky had fallen back to the army of the cir- 
tle^s; fothat Seidlitz, finding himfelf ufelefs in 
tihofe parts, returned to rejoin prince Henry. 

Scarcely were affairs fc-eftabli(hed on the fide 
tf Lower Saxony before the 4?patture of But- 
turlin, out of Silefia, caufed it to be feared he 
would iftarch immediately to Berlin, as the 
Ruiiianis had done during the preceding cam- 
paign. To obfervc the motions of this army, 
the prince detached Podcwils for Furftenwalde, 
QjL with 
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with eight hundred horfe; but the expedition 
of Pkten to Koublin would not fufFer the Ruf- 
fians to purfue this plan, if they ever had it in 
contemplation, and the capital was relieved 
from its fears. 

(Oftobelf 1 6th) The Auftrians at length 
awoke from their flumbers. Marfhal Daua 
confined his operations to the extending his 
troops over that chain of hills in Saxony which 
are on the confines of Bohemia. This was to 
remain fatisfied with a village, when a kingdom 
might be obtained. Haddick departed with a 
confiderable corps frdm Dippoldifwalda, and 
took poft at Freyberg; while the marfhal gave 
the alarm to all the Pruffian pofts on the Trip* 
fche, that his highnefs might be prevented from 
making any powerful attempt on Haddick- The 
late motion of the Aufl;rians brought them im- 
mediately on the right flank of the camp, which 
occupied the Katzenhaeufer. To obviate this 
inconvenience, the prince changed his pofition, 
and prepared an intrenched camp at the Peterf- 
berg, the command of which he conferred on 
Seidlitz. 

(November) The operations of the Auftrians 
ended in Silefia, as we have already faid, by the 
capture of Schweidnit2;. Laudon, feeling him- 
fclf fufficiently in force, by the aid of the Ruf- 
fians 
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lians under Czefnichef, who were at his com- 
mandy fent. Cmnpitelli into Saxony with a 
corps which O^Donnel had brought him from 
Lufatiia* This general paiTed the bridge of 
Drefden, on the firft of November; whence 
he was fent to Freyberg, to reinforce HaddicK 
among the mountains. Daun on this quitted 
his camp (the 5th) of the Windberg, and ad* 
yanccdj, in full force, on the front of the Pruf-^ 
fian army. The day was pafled in a reciprocal 
cannonade, and fome fkirmifties between corps 
of infantry belonging to the two armies. The 
Pruffians rcpulfedi the enemy who wiftied to dif- 
Jodge them from the paffage of the Tripfche, 
which they defended. While the marihal alarmed 
the Pruffians, Haddick advanced on the banks 
of the Muldc, where he eftabliftied hitofelf from 
Noffen and Dobeln to Roffwein, 

Thefe pofts behind the Mulde, which the 
Auftrians occupied, are very difficult of accefs. 
There are continued heights over the whole 
extent of the ground; and the bed of the river, 
by bein^ hpUowed in the rock, prevents any paf- 
fage except over ftone bridges, which are to bo 
found at three places. Prince Henry, not be- 
ing fufficiently in force to diflodge an enemy 
fuperior in numbers from a pofition fo advan* 
tagcous, fatisfted himfelf with intrenching thQ 
Qj pofU 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



23^ 1»OSTHUMOm WOltKS. 

polls Ills army occupied, that l^e might lnahfi<e 
tain himfclf there diiring winten The Pruffi|in9i 
had the art to make themfelves fo much rc- 
fpefted, by the enemy^ that all the detachment^ 
fent by Haddick, beyond the Mulde, were r?r 
piilfedor beatep. 

The king had flattered himfclf thai the canh? 
paign of the Rpffiafts, in Pomeranis^ would 
neither be long npr dangerous, an^ had defc 
tined Platen for Saxony. But affairs, as wc 
have faid, took an ill turn; and the ge- 
neral could not join th^ army of his highneft 
before the nth of January. Scarcely had he 
arrived at Altenburg and Naumburg, there tQ 
take up his quarters^ before the army of the 
circles advanced to put themfelves in poffeffion[ 
of the fame places. Platen ceded the ground 
he could not defend. On retiring, colone) 
Stojentin, of the regiment of young Brunfwickj, 
was attacked by four thoufand nien; and he de- 
fended himfelf fo well that he gained Meufel- 
"^vitz, without fuffering any other lofs than that 
of the fick, whom he could not bring off from 
Altenburg. 

The Prufiians maintained their pofition dur- 
ing the whole winter. They fuffered frequent; 
alaims from the vicinity of the two armies; but^ 
happen what might, it was fo important to prcr 
ferveSg^ony, under the defperate circumftances 

■•■■'■ '■ ..pf 
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of the Praffian afioirs, at thisrcime^ that his royal 
highfid's, to cffeft thai purpofe^ ran every rifk. 
He owed his fuocefs kfs to the ftrength rf his 
army than to his excellent difpofitions^ con* 
A^ncy, ^d fortitpde* 

To finilh the pifture of the year, we ftill have 
to relate the operations that happened between 
the arn]iy of the allies and tha^ of France. We 
left prince Ferdinand at Pader4x>m; the here- 
ditary prince at Munfter; prince de Soubife on 
]the Lbx^rer Rhine; mar(hal de Broglio at Caffe); 
and the count de LAiAipe in the vicinity of Eife- 
nach. The prince de SoUbife opened the cam- 
paign^ by incUning toward Dortmund^ while d^ 
Broglio ^fTembled diiTerei^t corps^ that menaced 
the DimeL Prince Ferdinand left Sporken oa 
the Diibel, with orders to retire to Lippftadt, 
(hould the enemy com^ upon him in full force^ 
and the army of thp allies advanced toward? 
;he prince de Soubife, 

This army of the L-owcr Rhine had marched 
for Unna. The hereditary prince approached 
Hamm; and prince Ferdinands receiving newt 
jhat de Soubife had fent a corps forward, undef 
^he command of the prince de Cond(, called in 
the hereditary prince, attacked this van-guard^ 
and obl^ed it to fall back to the main army. 
The prince found the French (July the 2d) too 
^el^ intrenched to hazard an atuck, and 
Q^^ marchpd 
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marched for Dortmund to turn their camp. 
On the evening, arriving at the bridge of Kurle, 
he was there attacked by the French, whom he 
rcpulfed with lofs. The new pofition of the 
allies would have given inquietude to the prince 
de Soubife, for his fubfiftence, had not de Bro- 
glio come to his fuccour, from the Dimel. On 
the approach of the French, Sporken retired, 
with fome lofs ; but inftead of marching to Lapp-* 
ftadt, according to orders, he fell back on 
Hamm. The prince de Soubife then joined 
de Broglio with all fpeed; and the two armies 
met at Paderbom. Prince Ferdinand purfiied 
de Soubife, and there were fome fkirmilhes 
with the rear-guard, but nothing happened der 
cifively. De Broglio left the count de Luface 
at Paderborn, to cover the magazines he had 
formed there, and the two Fr^ncl^ armies en-? 
camped at Soft. 

While thefe armies and that of the allies were 
in motion, a partifan, appertaining to the latter, 
named Freytag, carried off three convoys of 
flour, deftined for the enemy, between Caffel 
and Warburg. This lofs fo far diftreffed the 
French that they were obliged to employ ten 
days in bringing up fubfiftence, and in re-efta- 
blifhing order in the adminiftration of their pro- 
yifions. 

Prince 
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Prince Ferdinand profited by, this inaftivity 
to fix his camp fecurely between the Afpe and 
the Lippe; and at the fame time provided for 
the fecurity of Lippftadt, by fending Wangen- 
heim thither, at the head of fix battalions, where 
he was foon Jjifter joined by Sporken. On the 
15th of July the two French marihals advanced 
upon prince Ferdinand. Their army, forming 
a femicircle, embraced the whole circumference 
of his camp ; for they had their two wings on 
the Lippe. De Broglio immediately forced the 
poft of Nellen, defended by Englifli grenadiers; 
and, inflated with his fucceis, he attacked a 
fmall wood, before the village of Villinghaufen, 
which was occupied by the Britifh legion, who 
fupported their poft with too much bravery to 
fuffer tbemfelves to be diflodged. Toward fix 
in the evening, the battle appeared as if it would 
become general; and would fo have become 
had it not been prevented by the darknefs of 
die night. 

The fire recommenced on the morrow, as 
fopn as light appeared, De Soubife attacked 
the port where the hereditary prince command* 
ed, and endeavoqred to force a village i but was 
impeded by the vigorous defence of a redoubt. 
De Broglio, on his fide, made his efforts againft 
prince Ferdinand, Thefe efforts were feeble, 

an4 
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and the prince, perceiving during the eonteft 
feme iiuftuation in the French infantry which 
denoted incertitiidc and difcpxiragement, profit^* 
ing by this like a great general, and having 
been joined by Wangenheim, left his poft with 
fixteen battalions, wj^o audacioufly charged the 
troops of de BrogliO| broke ^^m, and com- 
pelled them to take %q ^ight. This unexpcfted 
blow obliged the twp marihals to defift. The 
French lofl: fix thpufand men : the lofs of the 
allies did not exceed two thoufand, becaufc that 
they were well pofted, and viftprious. 

After the battle, dc Squbife feparated froni' 
de Broglio, and approached the Rhurj, while 
the latter inclined toward Paderbom. fhe he? 
Urditary prince followed de Souhife, niarching 
for the Harftrang, diat he might prevent the 
latter paifing the Rhurj* and prince Ferdinand 
accompanied de Broglio. This French anny 
extended, behind the Wefer, from Paderborn 
to Hameln, and began to fof tify itfelf at Hpx- 
ter, where it formed a magazine of provifions 
and ammunition, and gave it to be fufpeftcd 
that there was a dcfign to befiege Hameln. 
Prince Ferdinand therefore detached Luckner 
thither; and, as he could not prevent the ^iege 
but by giving de Broglio inquietude elfey^here, 
he fent Wangenheim and Wuthenpw tc( pei^e- 
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^pate iiitq tl^ country i^ Waldct;^; wtere they 
defeated ^ detadmtefit of th^ foe^ near St:adt- 
Jjerg. Pc ]3rQ||Uo w^s obliged by this expe- 
dition to wpak» his ipentrf ; for which prince 
Ferdinand on|y waitfd^ ^at j|e might march 
through palliK'upk and D^niold to Reilkirchen. 

Surprifed tjy « manfcuvre fo i«nexpe<9:ed, the 
French puf themfelves in rnqtiQn, and arrived 
' at thf foof of the heights of Reiikircheii, fo 
celebrated by the defeat of Varus. Here they 
foiuid the Germans too fecure to b? aflaulted 
with impunity, and retired for Neheim and Stein- 
heim. Lackn^ then piarched into the difl:ri<% 
of Spiling, where he attacked and beat a corpse 
under the command of de Bdilmce, between 
Gottingen 9s\d Hpxtef'^ 

Prince Fefxlimmd, defirous of coming to ac^ 
tipn, and no^ finding himfelf fufficiently ftroi^ 
in his present pofition, called in the hereditary 
prince. This prince came upon the rear of the 
French arfnyj^ and obliged marihal de Broglio 
to fend de StainviUe to oppofe his attempts. 
The French, to difmgs^ themfelves from the. 
^lUes, by whom they were (lirrounded, attacked 
the fmall town of Horn, before the right of 
prince Ferdinand; butfome Englilh brigades, 
advancing to maintain this poft, made them 
S^bandoi^ their projedk# Difcouraged by ill fuc- 

cefs. 
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ccfs, and difgufted by the obftacles he h^ every 
where to encounter, de BrogHo renounced the 
fiege of Hameln, and only thought of tran{^ 
porting his provifions from Hoxter, where he 
pafled the Wefer, over three bridges. The 
allies followed, but could obtain no advantage. 

The junftion of the hereditary prince with 
the army of the allies, while it favoured the 
affairs of Lower Saxony, was injurious to thofe 
of the Lx)wer Rhihe. Here his prefencc be- 
came neceflary, and hither he was obliged to 
return. On his march, he forced the prince de 
Conde to raifc the fiege of Hamm. The Frcfhch 
retired to Munftfr, where they joined de Sou* 
bife, who blockaded that town. The heredi- 
tary prince, that he might relieve Munfter, 
fudderily invefted the town of Dorften, and 
captured the garrifcHi, who laid down their 
arms. By tbis^ aoquifition, the prince, being 
in the neighbourhood of Wefel, could prevent 
the arrival of convoys to the French army. 
This expedition threw fo many difficulties in 
4lre way of the prince de Soubife that he deter- 
mined to.raife tha blockade of Munfter, and 
retire through Dulmen for Halteren. 

After the departure of the hereditary prince 
for Lower Saxony^ de Broglio, finding himfelf 
pxore at his eafe, advanced on Eimbeck, and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HISTORY OF THE SEVEN YEARS WAR. 237 

th&Leine; which ^occafioned prince Ferdinand 
to divide his sutny. The half of this he left on 
tlw.Wefer; and with the other half he inclined 
to the Dimel, that he might thence fall on the 
corps of de Stainville. The general forefaw the 
intentions of the prince, haftily retired, and 
threw himfelf into the intrenched camp that 
had bocn prepared near Caflel. The attempt 
having failed, through the activity of de Stain- 
ville> prince Ferdinand made arrangements to 
fei?:e on Munden ; by which de Broglio was Co 
much terrified that he haftened thither with the 
half of his army. The allies at his approach 
fdl hack for Geifmar, and de Broglio, finding 
his men ufelefs at Munden, fent fome reinforce- 
ments to de Scainviile {Odober) and returned 
with the remainder of Jiis troops to Eimbeck. 
There was no longer any fear that de Soubife 
would befiege Munfter, becaufe the feafon was 
too much advanced ; and, as the detachment of 
the hereditary prince was become more necef- 
fary in Lower Saxony than in Weftphalia, 
prince Ferdinand fent him orders to join his army 
on the Dimel. On his arrival, the allies ad- 
vanced toward de Stainville, who again retired ; 
and de Broglio a fecond time haftened to his 
liiccour, with a part of his troops ; for he had 
left his main army in the diftrift of Soiling, ex* 

tending 
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tending from Holzmundcn to Latnfofde. ^eit^ 
cdving their |>ian diTconcerted, tiie allien en<^ 
tered the principality of Waldetk, which ttiight 
fupply them mOre Amply with iubfiilcnct than 
Hefle^ De Bfoglio, having ofafervtd thit th^ 
manceuvres of the allies confifted only in diver-^ 
Sionsy that they might impede his plans^ deteii^ 
mined to make a diVerfioti himielf i and feitt 
the count de Luface^ with eight w mnc thbu« 
fand Saxons, into the dutchy of Bruttfwick, td 
befiege Wolfcnbuttel. The town having fur* 
rendered without any great refiftance^ the Count 
de Luface turned toward Brunfwickj which he 
inverted. Luckner, who had been fent by 
prince Ferdinand to fuccour Wolfcnbuttel, ar-^ 
rived too late; but, having been joined by 
prince Frederic of Brunfwick, this youthful 
prince, infpired with a noble ambition, and 
ardent in the caufe of honour, made his firft 
effay by forcing the poft which the enemy held 
at the village of Oelper; then threw himfelf 
into Brunfwick, occafioned the ficge to ht raifed, 
and haftened the evacuation of Wolfenbuttel. 
Thus Alexander, while yet a boy, in the army 
of his father Philip, vanquifhed the Athenians^ 
with the wing of cavalry under his command. 

Detachments however did not impede the 
grand armies from continuing their aftivity* 

Marfhat 
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Marihal dc Broglio had fortified the pod of 
Duderftadt (November) had ordered de Stain- 
ville to incline to Jeflen, had placed fome 
brigades to guard Eimbeck, and had fent de 
Chabot to occupy the defiles of Efcherlhaufen, 
with a detachment of ten thoufand men. Had 
prince Ferdinand permitted the enemy to main- 
tain this pofition, during the winter, his advan* 
tages, at the commencement of the next cam- 
paign, would have been too evident. This de-^ 
tarmined him to pierce through the centre of 
the ground occupied by the French army. For 
this purpofe, the hereditary prince and lord 
Granby (the 5th) paffed the Leine, and took 
poft near a height, in the vicinage of Eimbeck, 
named the Huve. Prince Ferdinand on his 
part paffed the Wefer, on the 4th, at Tundern, 
and advanced upon M. de Chabot, who had 
the good fortune to efcape. The enemy was 
warmly attacked on all fides. De Broglio ima- 
gined all was loft, when he perceived the here- 
ditary prince oppofite the Huve. The day was 
paffed in a mutual cannonade ; but, the French 
being reinforced on the morrow, it was no 
longer proper to hazard an attack. This gave 
occafion to the motion that the whole corp3 of 
the allies made to their right. The French un- 
derftood their march as a retreat, and wiflied to 
.3 harafs 
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harafs the Germans; but they were cvciy 
where repulfed and beaten. 

Prince Ferdinand, by this wheel, gained the 
heights of Wangelftedt; from which he af- 
fumed the pofition of the Huve in the rear. 
This completely difconcerted de Broglio ; who, 
unable any longer to maintain his poiStion, was 
obliged to evacuate Eimbeck, and retire into 
Heffe. With this very able manoeuvre, prince 
Ferdinand concluded a campaign which was to 
him highly glorious, and the armies on both 
fides went into winter quarters. 

By what we have related of the events of the 
campaign, prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, of 
all the allies, was the only one who terminatied 
It without lofs. The Pruflians were generally 
unfortunate in all the countries where they made 
war. Prince Henry had loft all the mountains 
of Saxony ; and was fo preffed, on the ground 
that remained, that it was with difficulty he 
could draw daily fubfiftence for his troops. The 
fuperiority of the enemy had given the latter 
the means of occupying the moft advantageous 
pofts ; and there was caufe to apprehend the 
worft of confequences for the winter and the 
approaching campaign. 

But, bad as might be the fituation of his 

royal highnefs, it by no means equalled that of 

I the 
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tlie army pf the king. The lofs of Schweidnitz 
included that of the hills and the half of Silefia. 
His majefty retained only the fortrefles of Glo- 
gau, Breflau, Brieg, Neifs, and Cofel. He was 
mafter of the courfe of the Oder, and of the prin- 
cipalities fituated on the oppofite fliore, which, 
had been ravaged by the Ruffians, at the com- 
mencement of the campaign, and from which 
fubfiftence no longer could be drawn ; nor was 
any to be obtained from Poland, becaufe that 
fifteen thoufand Ruffians, who had drawn a line 
on the frontiers, interdifted all paflagc. The 
army was obliged to defend its front againft 
the Auftrians, and its rear againft the Ruffians^ 
The communication between Berlin and Brcflau 
was but precarious; and what rendered this 
fituation completely defperate was the lofs of 
Colberg. Nothing might prevent the Ruffians 
from laying fiege to Stettin, in the fpring, or 
even from feizing on Berlin, and the whole 
eleftorate of Brandenbourg. The king had only 
thirty thoufand men in Silefia ; prince Henry 
was but little ftronger ; and the troops that had 
fcrved in Pomerania, againft the Ruffians, were 
fo ruined that fcarcely the (hadow of them re- 
mained, Moft of the provinces were invaded 
or overwhelmed ; no one knew where recruits 

R might; 
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might he obtamed ; whence horfes and llof A 
might be drawn ; where fubfiftcnce coiild t>d 
found; nor how ammunition might be fafely 
brought to the army. 

We (hall fee however that the ftat^ though 
apparently,- yjras^not in reality, ruined ; that in- 
duftry re-eftabliftied the army ; and that a fortu* 
nate accident repaired every Idfs. This will 
ferve as an example to prove how deceitful arc 
appearances ; and that, in great affairs, perfc* 
verance will enable men to furmount every 
threatening perih 



: CHAP. XV. 

fhi Winter of^ 1761 to 176a. 

BY the recital of what happened during the 
preceding campaign, we have expofed the 
miferies under which Prufliaat prefent groaned;^ 
and thofe by which (be was dill further me- 
x^ced. In times the moft critical, and when tins 
fate of arms feemed to be the moft averfe, ftill 
were there fome rays of hope which betokened 
rcfources, though with incertitude. In the month 
«f 0(£tober, after the lofk of Schweidnitz, whe^ 
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the army of the king was at Strehlen, anid the 
Ruffians, in Potiierania, were befieging the towa 
of Colberg and the corps of the prince of Wur- 
temberg, the king received an embaffy from 
the khan of the Tartars. The ambaflador was 
his niaftei*'s barber. This will appear ftrangc 
to minds prejudiced concerning court ceremo- 
nials, and to thofe who only judge of diftant 
nations by comparing them with the manners 
of Europeans. But fuch incidents are not un- 
common among the caftern people, where no- 
bility is unknown, and where thofe are flip- 
pofed to be the moft dignified who approach 
neareft the perfon of the fovereign. 

This barber, or this ambaffador, prefcnted 
his credentials, written in a ridiculous ftyle, 
though very different from that of the ftyle of 
the German chancery. The objeft of his em* 
baffy was to propofe an alliance between Pruffi* 
and Tartary, and to offer an aid of fixteen thou^ 
fand auxiliaries, for which a certjun ftipulatcd » 
fubfidy was to be granted. Such a propofition 
was not to be rejedled, in the prefent fituation 
of affairs. It was not only accepted, but, fiar- 
ther to gain time, the barber was fent back; 
with projects of treaties of alliance and fubfidiei. 
Prefents were heaped upon him, for himfclf anc^ 
his mafter j and he \i^ accompanied on his re- 
R 2 turn 
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tuf n by the young Vdfi Gdltz, in order to prefil 
the execution of thefe engagements, and to lead 
a corps of auxiliaries into Hungary, where 
lliey were wirtied to be employed to make a di- 
vctfion into the ftates of the emprefs queen. 
The fieur Bofcamp, the king's emiflfary at Ba<5t- 
cheferay, was at the fame time charged to 
exert all his afliduity to difpofe the khan to 
make an ihcurlGon into Ruffia ; for, after hoftili- 
ties had once been committed, the Porte would 
find itfelf under the conftraint of fupporting the 
khan. This was the only means of drawing 
the Turks into thofe meafures for which they 
had hitherto teftified fo much repugnance. 
Should the projedt fucceed, Pomerania would 
be freed from the Ruffians, and the eleftoral 
.March preferved from the perils to which it 
was expofed. 

With refped to the irruption of the fixteea 
thoufand Tartars into Hungary, this muft na 
doubt be fupported by a corps of regular troops j 
but, a;s the emprefs queen muft be obliged to 
detach twice the number, fhe would, of ne- 
ceffity, enfeeble the army that, in the fpring,. 
was to oppofe the Pruffians. All the intelli- 
' gence received at this time, from Conftantinopley 
made a prompt conclufion of the defenfive treaty 
*^'e£ alliance, which the king negotiated at the 

Porte, 
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Pofte, to be hopad. But the diftance betvyeen 
hope and actomplilhment was great. The 
vizir was a man advanced in years, no fol- 
dier, and feared to begin a trade he did not un- 
derftand. He pafticularly apprehended expof- 
ing a fortune already well eftabliflied to the ha* 
zards of war. For this reafon, he was intimately 
connedcd with the mufti, that they might in 
concert counteract the violent opinions of thofc 
who wiftied to break with the houfe of Auftria, 
and to reprefent to them that the truce between 
the Porte and the Imperialifts, not having yet 
expired, might not be violated, without tranf- 
grcfling the law of Mahomet. 

Still however, in confequence; of thofe con- 
tradidions to which the human mind is ft 
liable, the Porte fent large detachments of ja- 
niffaries toward Hungary. The Ottoman forces, 
affembled in the environs of Belgrade, amount- 
ed to a hundred and ten thoufand men. The 
bafliaws made thefe troops advance, and form 
a line on the frontiers o£ the provinces of the 
cmprefs queen. This was much for the Porte, 
but little for Pruflia, which flood in need c>f 
more effeftual aid. However, as there were no 
hopes to be obtained in Europe, except from 
this power, the king attempted by aU imagina- 
R 3 bit 
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ble means, as well at Conftantinople as at Bad- 
Cheferay, to produce vigorous refolutions. 

During the winter, a new emiflary arrived 
from the khan at Breflau, who confirm^ all 
the promifes the barber had made the king 
in his matter's name, and affured him^the khan 
would aflcmble a corp? of forty thoufand men, 
in the fpring, which affirmation was verified; 
and that thefe (hould afterward aft according to 
bis majcfty's defires; which was not verified. 
We foon Ihall fee that the revolutions, which 
happened in Ruflia, made fo ftrong an impref- 
fion on thefe eaftern people that they delayed 
the meafures they were on the point of taking, 
and fufpended all their plans. 

The emiflary of the khan, however, was fent 
back with prefents, as well for himfelf as for 
his matter; for among thefe people every thing 
is purchafcd. The Tartar had fet a price on 
his aftions and fervices; fo much was to be paid 
him for a favourable anfwer, fo much for aflem- 
bling his troops, fo much for preparing to aft, 
and fo much for a letter which he was prevailed 
upon to write to the grand feignior. The only 
difference, between the interetted fpirit of the 
Orientalifts and that of other nations, feems to 
me to be that the firft yield to this infamous 
paffion, and dishonour themfelves, without a 

bluOij 
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biu(h; and that the Europeans at lead: ^Scdi 
fome fliame. 

While thefc endeavours were made to raife 
commotions in the Eafti affairs were more and 
more embroiled in England, France had fent 
de Bufly into that kingdom, to negotiate peace; 
but his prefence did not lull the Britifh minifter 
fo entirely as had been hoped by the court of 
Vcrfailles. Perhaps there was lefs ardour dif- 
played in their naval armaments. The Englilh 
peverthelefs took the ifland and fortrefs of BcUe- 
ifle, during thefe negotiations; and feized on 
Pondicherry in the Eaft Indies, where they 
ruined the important eftablilhments pofTeiTed 
by the French Eaft India company. Thus the 
negotiation of de Bufly made little progrefs at 
London. The duke de Choifeul, that he migh^ 
allure the Englilh, gave Mr. Stanley the moft 
flattering hopes, which were immediately ab-^ 
jured by the interpretations made by de Bufly. 
This political fkirmilh continued till toward 
the end of the year 1761, when conferences 
were refumed with greater ardour. France, 
intending to dupe England, faw (he could not 
fucceed. She wilhed to fuftain no lofs, but to 
make a more advantageous peace than flie was 
intitled to by the fortune of war; and, as the 
arts of negotiation were infuffi<j;ient to effed 
R 4 thefc 
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thefe purpofcs, (he call her eyes toward Spain, 
which de Choifeul had the addrefs to engage in 
her interefts. This alliance might awe the Eng- 
lilh; or, Ihould it not, the affiftance of that 
power might pufli the war with greater vigovir 
and fuccefs. 

The methods employed by de Choifeul to 
difpofe the king of Spain to embrace the inter- 
efts of France would not every where have been 
equally efficacious. Thefe were contained in the 
famous projed of the family compaft, which, 
far from uniting the crowns, ought on the con- 
trary for ever to have prevented all treaty be- 
tween Spain and France. We ftiall content 
ourfelves with enumerating the principal points. 
This compaft fays • 

** That the two branches of the houfe of Bour- 
*^ bon were henceforward to be confidered as one 
*^ and the fame; that the fubjefts of the two 
^* crowns were mutually to enjoy the fame advan- 
'^ tages; that they were at all times to have but 
^'one common caufe; confequently that the 
^^ king of Spain was to declare war on England, 
_*^ (hould that power refiife to redrefs certain 
^^ griefs, fuch as the cutting of logvyood, and 
*^ the piracies committed by the Engliih priva- 
<^ teers; that Spain, at the fame time, fhould 
<^ attack the king of .Portugal; and (what is 
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^^ moft extraordinary) that the two branches of 
^' the houfe of Bourbon being confidered but 
^* as the fame, their conquefts and their lofles 
*^ (hould be in common; fo that the ad- 
** vantages of the one ftiould compenfate the 
^* loffes of the other/' 

How might this treaty be explained? Might 
not the French, with equal propriety, at once 
have faid to the Spaniards — *^ Do you make 
** war becaufe that will be to our intereft. We 
'* have fuffered very confiderable lofles in our 
^* war with the Englifh; and. as there is every 
*^ probability that you will. make fome con- 
** quefts, and that you will take Portugal, you 
^^ will reflore that country to its poflTeflbrs, in 
*^ order to oblige the Englifti to make reftora- 
*^ tion of the provinces they have wrefted from 
^^ us, and which we ourfelves are unable to 
** recover?** 

And why attack the king of Portugal, who 
had offended no power, and on whofe kingdom 
neither France nor Spain had any claims? It 
was to ruin the lucrative commerce that Eng- 
land maintained with Portugal, which induced 
France to commit this aft. She was befidc 
perfuaded the Engliih would reftore the greateft 
part of their conquefts, that the king of Portu* 
gal might be reinftated in his kingdom. But 

is 
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is that a reafon for attacking a fovereign who 
gives no legitimate caufe of attack? How vauH 
bow infignificant, is the ftudy of thq law of n4« 
tions ! In fine the treaty, fantaftical as it was, wa* 
• (igned by the two crowns. 

Of this France immediately made ufe; and 
de Bufly had orders to demand, in the name of 
the king of Spain, reftitution of fome fl)ip» 
which the Englifli had taken from that powers 
and particularly ths^t they fcould forbear to cut 
logwood. This propofition was the apple of 
difcord, which totally divided the Briti(h mini- 
ilry. Two men were at that time at the head 
of government, different in charaftcr and op- 
pofite in all things. The one was Pitt, who 
had an elevated mind, capacious and grand in 
his projefts, firm in their execution, and inflex^ 
ible in his opinions, becaufe; he believed them 
advantageous to his country, which he loved. 

The other was Bute, who had been the go* 
vernor of the king. Rather ambitious than able, 
he wiftied to rule under the (hadow of fovereign 
authority. With him it was a principle that a 
llatefman's web of honour ought to be of a 
coarfe texture. He fuppofed that, by procur- 
ing peace for his nation, he ftiould himfelf be^ 
come the nation's idol. He deceived himfelf, 
and was held in detcftation. 

Thcfc^' 
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Thefe two Englilhmcn beheld the propo^ 
of Spain with very different eyes. Pitt, eon* 
vinced (he was defirous of war, and confequently 
that war was inevitable, wifhed to take her un- 
provided. For the preparations of the Spani-^ 
ards were not yet completed; and it was his 
-opinion hoflilities ftiould be begun, fince tl^ 
queftion related to fighting, and not to nego- 
tiating. Bute, fearing an increafe of enemies 
would but render peace more difficult of con- 
clufion, remonftrated that, ftiould his adverfary's 
advice be followed, the government would be 
burthened by exorbitant cxpences, and new dan- 
gers would be incurred, the conclufion of which 
might not be forefeen; adding that he oppofed 
the opinion of Pitt more efpecially becaufe that, 
under prefent circumftaqces, it was more eafy 
for England to negotiate, at Madrid, than to 
find new fiinds, for the continuance of the war, 
at London. 

The opinion of Bute prevailed^ in the coun- 
cil, over that of his antagonif^ This Pitt re- 
fented fo highly that, fiiU of indignation, he 
gave up all his pofts; and bis example was 
foon after followed by the dukes of Ncwcaftlc 
and Devonftiire, who likewife went Out of office. 
3ute profited by their fpoils, affumed the place 
wWch beft pleafed himfelfj and formed a new 
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adminiftration compofed of lords Hailifax, Egrc- 
mont, and Grenville; who were named the 
triumvirate, but of whom Bute was the foul. 

Events foon after proved that Pitt had judged 
of the intentions of Spain like a ftatefman; for 
Bute loft his rime in negotiating, yet was oblig- 
ed to have recourfe to arms, and to affift the king 
of Portugal with Englifti tropps. For the ad- 
vantages which the Britifti fleets gained by fea 
the nation was indebted to Pitt, the expeditions 
of which had been planned during his admini- 
ftration. Scarcely was lord Bute in office before 
the coldnefs that began to take place between 
Pruffia and England confiderably increafed. 
Bute refufed the fubfidies which the Englilb till 
then had paid the king, by which he flattered 
himfelf this prince would be reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of confenting to thofe propofitions of 
peace which the Britifti miniftry ftiould think 
proper to prefcribe. He imagined that money 
accomplifties every thing, and that there was 
no money out of England. 

But what is this world ! What are the pro- 
jefts of man! — The emprefs of Ruflia died. 
Her death deceived all the politicians of Eu- 
rope, and overthrew an infinite number of plans, 
carefully arranged and laborioufly combined. 
This princefs, whofe health had been infirm for 
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fomc years, was fuddenly carried off, by a fpit* 
ting of blood, on the 8th of January i^jdi. 
After her death the crown devolved to the grand 
duke her nephew, who reigned under the name 
of Peter III. The king had cultivated the friend- 
(hip of this prince, at the time that he was only 
duke of Holftein; and, in confequencc of a 
fenfibility, uncommon among men, and flill 
more among fovercigns, he preferved a grateful 
heart. Of this he had given proofs during the 
war. It was he who moft contributed to the 
retreat of marfhal Apraxin, in the year 1757, 
when, after having beaten marihal Lehw^ld, 
he retreated into Poland. During all thefc 
troubles he had even abftained from going to 
the council, in which he had a feat, that he 
blight not participate in the meafures which th* 
cmprefs took againft Pruflia, and which he diC» 
approved. 

The king wrote a letter of congratulation on 
his acceflion to the throne, in which, without 
difguife, he teftified the defire he had to live in 
harmony with him, and the efteem in which he 
fhould ever hold his perfon. Mr. Keith, the 
Englifti ambaffador at the court of Ruffia, de- 
layed not to inform the king of the hopes which 
he might well entertain, concerning the kind 
intentions of this new monarch. Soon after 
2 Goudowitz, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t54 >C8THtTttotrs wo&ics. 

G6udowit2, the favovtritc of the emperor, wa* 
fent into Germany, under pretence of compli- 
menting his brother-in-law, the prince of Zerbft; 
but his fecret inftruftions were to take Brellau 
in his return, where the king had fixed his 
quarters, and to affure him of the fentiments of 
cfteem and friendfhip that were entertained by 
the emperor. The opportunity was too fortu- 
nate to be miffed. The king explained him- 
felf with cordiality to Goudowitz, and eafily 
proved to him there was no real fubjeft of war 
between the two crowns; that the prefent trou- 
bles were only the confequcnces of the arts of 
the court of Vienna, which did but labour for 
its proper interefts ; and that nothing was more 
cafy than to je-eftablifti harmony by a folid 
peace. He added at the fame time, as if by 
accident, that he promifed himfelf, from the 
equity of the emperor, no condition contrary 
to the glory of the fovereign would be exafted; 
for to fuch the king never could fubfcribe. As 
the conjunfture was favourable to fecure what* 
ever might be obtained from the good difpo- 
fition of the emperor, the king faid, as if it had 
cfcaped him, that, far fi-om preferving the leaft 
refentment of the paft, there was nothing he 
more es^erly defired than to form the moft per- 
fed tiiiion with the emperor. 

4 This 
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This ^claration was accompanied by a letter 
to the emperor, conceived in nearly the fame 
terms; that he might add the more force ta 
what ftiould be related by Goudowitz, concern- 
ing the fentiments of the king in his favour. 
Scarcely was Goudowitz departed for Pc^erf- 
burg before he was followed by Goltz, in quz^ 
lity of envoy extraordinary, to compliment the 
emperor on his acceflion to the throne; and cf- 
pecially to prefs the negotiation of peace, and 
l^ften its concluiion, previous to the opening of 
the campaign. 

Still might apprehenfions be entertained. 
For, on what foundation could it be fuppofed 
tjiat the negotiation at Peterfburg would take a 
happy turn ? The courts of Verfailles and Vi- 
cnna^had guarantied the kingdom of Pruffia to 
the deceafed emprefs : of this the Ruffians were 
- in peaceable poifeffion. Would a young mo- 
narch on his afcending the throne relinquifli 
conqueft, guarantied by his allies ? Would he 
not be reftrained by that luftre which' intereft, 
or the glory of acquifition, (beds over a crown 
newly acquired? For whom? Wherefore? What 
* motive (hould he have to make fuch a renun- 
ciation? 

All thefe queflions, difficult to.refolve, 
tX\cd every mind with incertitude, concerning 

the 
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the future. The event was more fortunate 
than might be hoped. So difficult is it to unra- 
vel fecondary caufes, and to underftahd the dif- 
ferent motives that aftuate the will of man ! Peter 
III. happened to poffefs an excellent heart, and 
fentiments more noble and more elevated than 
are ufually found among fovercigns. Complying 
with every wi(h of the king, he even went further 
than might have been expedted^ and recalled 
Czernichef with his corps from the Auftrian army 
of his own proper motion. He exacted no 
ceffion whatever from the king, although he 
was fo authorifed to exaft, without rilk. He 
haftened the negotiation for peace, and in return 
only alked the friendfhip and alliance of the 
king. A proceeding fo uncommon, fo gene- 
rous, fo noble, not only ought to be tranfmit- 
ted to pofterity, but to be written in letters of 
gold, in the cabinets of kings. 

The views of the emperor, at that time, 
were particularly extended to Denmark. He 
felt the wrongs her kings had done his ancef- 
tors; he had befide afts of perfonal injuftice to 
revenge; for, during the life of the emprefs 
Elizabeth, the Danes had feveral times attempt- 
ed to defpoil him of that part of Holftein which 
he ftill poiTeffed, and which he continually op- 
pofed with fortitude. His mind being embfc- 
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icred by fo many offences, he meditated ample 
vengeance; and, while he terminated the war 
with PniiSa, it was but that war might re- 
commence, with increafing vigour, againft Den- 
mark. 

The king did not ad with the emperor as 
between fovereign and fovereign, but with 
that cordiality which friendfhip requires, and 
in which the charms of friendfhip confift. The 
virtues of Peter III. formed an exception to 
political rules, and of thefc virtues he deferved 
a return. The king endeavoured to anticipate 
liis defires, in every thing that could give him 
pleafure; and, as he appeared to wifti to fee the 
count von Schwerin, aide de camp to the king, 
who, having been taken by the Ruffians at the 
batde of Zorndorf, had fortunately merited 
his favour, the count immediately undertook 
this journey ; and did not a little contribute, 
during his abode in Ruffia, to the conclufion of 
the treaties of peace and alliance. 

Lord Bute, who, in contempt for other 
nations, was ignorant of what paffed in Europe, 
and ftill more of the manner of thinking of the 
new emperor of Ruffia, full of the ideas of ge- 
neral peace, which he was determined fliould be 
accompliftied, charged prince Gallitzin, the 
Ruffian ambaffador at London, to inform his 
S court 
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Court that, whatever ceffions the emperor (hould 
exa£b, from iPruffia, England would take care 
he fliould obtain, provided he was not too 
much in hafte, and fliould continue to keep the 
ting of Pruffia in check, by permitting the 
corps of Czernichef to remain with the Auftrians^ 
Offended by fuch propofitions, the emperor 
anfwerdd as if he himfelf had been a Pruffian 
minifter, and fent a copy of the difpatches of 
prince Gallitzin to the king, that he might 
know how fully he was betrayed by England. 
Nor was this the fole perfidy of which the 
Englifli minifter was guilty to the king. Not 
fatisfied with attempting to injure the affairs of 
PailTia at Peterfburg, Bute, at the fame time, 
negotiated at the court of Vienna, and wifhed to 
make peace with the houfe of Auftria, unknown 
to the king. Liberal of the PruJfian provinces, 
facrificing without fcruple the interefts of the 
king, he offered fpoils to the emprefs queep, 
as if fuch had been at his difpofal. 

Chance on this occafion was more ferviceable 
to the. king than the moft fubtle art could have 
been. Count Kaunitz mifunderftood thefe over^ 
tures, fufpefted that it was the intention of the 
Englifh to fow difcord between the courts of Vi^ 
emia and Verfailles,and replied to lord Bute with 
all the furly haughtinefs of an Auftrian miniflen 

He 
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tie difdamfuUy rejcacd propofitions which he 
believed to be deceitful, adding that the em- 
prefs queen was fufEciently puiflant to enforce 
her own pretenfions ; and that (he would aft 
contrary to her perfonal dignity by accepting 
peace on any terms, (hould England be the 
mediatrix. Thus did theprojed become abor- 
tive, to the fhame of him by whom it had been 
conceived. . Notwithftanding fo many fortunate 
events, and fo many intrigues difcovered, the 
king was not exempt from fear. Letters from 
Peterfburg made him tremble for the perfon of 
the emperor. They all announced that the 
feeds of confpiracy were ready to burft forth. 
The perfons fufpe&ed of being parties in the plot 
were the leaft guilty ; its tnie authors worked in 
the dark, and carefully concealed themfelves 
from the public view. Scarcely was the empe- 
ror feated on the throne before he made conti- 
nual innovations on the government. He ap- 
propriated to himfelf the lands of the clergy, 
according to the projed of Peter I. ; but was far 
from being as firm on the throne, or as much 
refpeded by the nation, as this his predeceflbr 
had been. The clergy were the more power- 
ful in that empire becaufe that the people were 
rude^ and grovelling in the mofl profound igno- 
rance. To attack thefe Archimandrites, thefe 
S 2 popes. 
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popes^ was to create to himfclf irreconcileabk 
enemies ; for every prieft is more attached to his 
living than to his opinions. The emperor 
Ihould no doubt have waited a proper time for 
this reform, and even then ought to have 
touchekl with a delicate hand* Exclufive of 
clerical grievances, he was accufed of keeping 
the guards, Ifmailof and Preobraziniky, under 
too fevere difcipline, and of wifhing to make 
war on Denmark, which was very repugnant to 
the Ruffians; fince they openly averred it 
was a w^ iii which the nation was not inte- 
refted. Unmeaning people propagated thefe 
complaints iil public, to render the perfon of the 
emperor odious. Friendlhip, gratitude, and the 
efteeni in which the king held the excellent 
qualities of Peter III. induced the fonlier to 
write to him concerning this perilous fituation 
of affairs. The correfpondcnce was to be ma- 
naged with that extreme delicacy fovereigns re- 
quire, who ufually wifli it fhould be believed their' 
aiithority is undoubted j and, with refped to 
Denmark, it was neceffary the king fhould ex- 
plain himfelf with infinite referve. That he 
might diffuade the emperor from immediately 
entering into war with the Danes, the king ex- 
plained all the reafons which fliould induce him 
to defer that enterprife to the following year. 

tie 
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He particularly infifted on the ncceffity that there 
was for the emperor to be crowned at Mofcow, 
before he ftioulcj leave his ftates, ^nd engage ii^ 
ft foreign war; that, by this ceremony, his 
perfon might be rendered more inviolable in 
the eyes of the nation, agreeable to the example 
of his predeceflbrs. He next mentioned • the 
revolutions that had happened in Ruflia during 
the abfence of Peter I. but he touched lightly 
on that fubjeft; and concluded by conjuriiiig 
the emperor, in the moft affedionate manner, 
not to negledt precautions eflentially neceflary 
for his perfonal fafety ; protefting that the fin- 
cere intereft he took in his preferv^tion was hl% 
fole motive for writing. 

His letter mad^ little impreffion on the em-» 

peror, who replied ^^ My glory requires I 

^* Ihould obtain juftice of the Danes, for all 
*' the outrages they have committed agajnft me, 
^^ and more efpecially againft my anceftors^ It 
*^ never ftiall be faid that the R^uffians make war 
** in my behalf, and that I am not perfonally at 
^* their head. The ceremony of coronation is too 
^* expenfive ; the money will be better eniploye4 
** againft the Danes. With refped to the inter 
^^ reft which you take in my prefcrvation, let mo 
^^ intreat you not to hayc any appreheiifions. 
** The foldiers call me their father ; and fay 
^* they would rather be governed by a man than 
S3 ^* a wp-e 
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*' a woman. I walk unattended in the ftrects 
"*^ of Peterfburg : had any one wi(hed to do me 
^* aA injury, he would long ere this have 
^^ executed his intentions. But I do good to ^ 
^' th^ world, and I confide myfclf folely to the 
^^ prote<Stion of God, under whpfp guidance I 
^* have nothing (o fear.*^ 

This anfwer did not preven? the king from 
continuing his ?ndeavours to inform the em- 
peror of the threatening dangers. Goltz and 
Schwerin received orders to fpeak on this topic, 
in the familiar converfations they had with the 
monarch. It was in vain they repeated that, 
in 4 country \yhere the manners are in a ftate fo 
rude as are thofe of Ruffia, a monarch cannot 
(ake luffiqient precautions for his perfonal fafety. 
He replied, at laft, " You are my friends ; 
f ^ never mention the fubji?6t mpre j it is a hato- 
*^ ful one/' Silence was impofed, and the poor 
f mpcror was obliged to be abandoned to that 
fecuiity which efFcfted his deflxuftion. 

Et, fi fiata DeAm> fi mens non laey^ fuiflet, 
Impulerat ferro Argolicas foedare latebras : 
Trojaque nunc flares, Prlamique arx alta maaer«n 

And had not heaven the fall of Troy dcfign'd. 

Or had not men been fated to be blind, 

^Qongh was &i4> and done, t^ in%ire ^ better mind. 
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Thefc things did not prevent the negotiations 
for peace and alliance from proceeding with ^U 
difpatch. At the beginning of" June, the emperor 
fent count Schwerin to the king, with a treaty 
figned, and an order to count Czernichef, who 
was at Glatz, to march immediately, and join the 
army of the king; and, in conjunftion with 
him, to make war on the Auftrians. The 
Swedes, after this reverie of fyftem, finding 
themfelves deprived of their greateft fupport, 
were obliged to make peace from the dread of 
the evil which might happen, ftiould they longer 
delay. The king received a formal letter froni 
the queen, his lifter, diftated by the fenate at 
Stockholm, to which he replied according to 
her wifties, and, exprefled the pleafure he felt at 
feeing an end to a war between relations fo dear ; 
adding that his friendfhip for the queen, his 
fifter, induced him to forget the irregular and 
j[b:ange proceedings of the Swedifli nation, and 
to difcard all refentment; that, though hepade 
peace, it wag only out of refpeft to her, and on 
condition that all things (hould be reftored ex* 
aftly to the ftate in which they were, before the 
commencement of thefe troubles. The Swedes, 
goaded by fear^ haftily terminated the negoti- 
ation. The plenipotentiaries of the two courts 
aflembled at Hamburg, and the prelin^iqaries 
were G^ne^ before the end of June, 
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The emperor of Ruffia warmly purfued his 
projeft againft Denmark; however, that he 
might preferve all the formalities of jufticc> 
in this rupture, and that it might appear that 
the obftinacy of the Danes had obliged him to 
break with them, he propofed to affemble a 
congrefs at Berlin, where the minifters of the 
two powers might endeavour to accommodate 
their difputes, under the mediation of Pruffia* 
The plenipotentiary of the emperor, Saldern, was 
ordered to demand reftitution of all Holftcin 
from Denmark, as it had anciently appertained- 
to the progenitors of his Imperial majefty. 
Peter IIL was perfuaded the Danes never would 
confent to conditions fo difgracefyl ; and this 
was the pretence he wiflied for that he might de- 
clare wan An army of lixty thoufand Ruffians, 
which was to be joined by fix thoufand Pruffians, 
was deftined for this expedition. The king of 
Denmark, who faw the ftorm ready to defcend, 
had given the command of his forces to an 
officer of reputation, M. de St. Germain, who 
had lately quitted the fervice of France, on fomc 
caufe of difcontent given him by the marftial 
de Broglio. St. Germain found himfelf at the 
head of an undifciplined army, in want of general, 
officers capable of commanding, engineers, 
gunners, magazines, in a word, in want of every 

thing. 
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thing. All thefe wants he homfelf fupplied. 
As the military cheft was ill provided, he ob- 
liged the city of Hamburg to pay a ranfom, 
which fupplied the fums of which he had need. 
The Danifh jniniftry excufed this ftrange pro- 
cedure by the law of neceffity. St. Germain 
afterward approached Lubeck, on which he in- 
tended to feize, whenever war fhould be de- 
clared ; and, that he might remove the feat of 
war from the frontiers of his fovemgn, he ad- 
vanced into Mecklenbourg, with a part of his 
troops, and encamped between marihes and 
ponds, in an advantageous poft, where probably 
he might, for a titne, have difputed the entrance 
of the RuiEans into Holilein. Here we Ihall 
leave hijn, in the mldft of thefe preparations of 
which it Hvould be fuperfluous to nuke any fur- 
ther niention, becaufe that the war which Den- 
mark had fo much caufe to dread never took 
place. A new revolution foon changed the atf- 
pe£b of affairs at Peterfburg. 

Of all the European powers, the court pf 
Vienna wasthrown into the great^ conftern^jion, 
by the events which had lately h^ppenf d in R^jf- 
fia. The i^mprefs queen ha4 ^ever had more ele- 
vated hopes than at the clofe of the laft cam- 
paign. Every thing prefaged the fubjugatiosn of 
Pfuflia, tkicconqueft of Silefia, and die accom- 

plifliment 
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plifhmcnt of all her projeds. Softrong was 
her perfuafion, and her fecurity fo entire, that, 
imagining (he might conclude the war with a 
part of her troops, (he was guilty of ill-timed 
oeconomy, by commanding twenty thoufand 
men to be difbanded. The emprefs of Ruffia 
died: the corps under Czernichef foon after 
quitted the army of Laudon, to retire into 
Poland. The court of Vienna would then, 
but too late, have again affembled the twenty 
thoufand men that had been difbanded, but who 
were difperfed, and whom there was not time to 
replace. To this fucceedcd the news g( peace 
concluded between Ruflia and PrufSia ; presently 
that of a treaty of alliance figned between the 
two crowns ; next the jundion of the Ruffians, 
under Czernichef, with the army of the king ; 
and, to crown this reverfe of fortune, an epide- 
mic malady made great ravages in the army of 
Laudon. It was a kind of leprofy, the progrefs 
of which was fo rapid that it thinned his camp, 
and peopled his hofpitals. 

On making an abftraft of thcfe events, we 
ftiall find twenty thoufand men difmiffed by the 
Auftrians ; twenty thoufand Ruflians fubtrafted ; 
and the fame twenty thoufand Ruffians added to 
the army of the king. The difference of the 
refult will be fixty thoufand men in favour of 

Pniffia, 
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Pruflia. Had the king fucceffively gained three 
grand battles, they would not have procured him 
fuperipr advantages* 

The death of the emprcfs of Ruffia, and the 
new combinations of politics which this pro- 
duced in Europe, made a very diflferent inif- 
preflSon upon the Porte. Revolutions fo prompt, 
and hatred fo bitter between ftatcs, which 
fuddenly changed into the clofeft connedkions 
between their fovereigns, appeared inconceivable 
to oriental politics, and filled the Turks with 
aftoniflunent and diftruft. It muft be confeffed 
they had fome reafon for their furprife. After 
having beeji ip^pprtuned by the preffing folici- 
rations of the Pruffian ambaflador to break with 
Ruffia, this ambaflador fuddenly changes his 
language, tenders the good offices of the king 
his matter to appeafe certain difputes, relative 
|o the limits of the empires, with the court of 
Peterfburg, and perfifted only in inciting them 
to break the truce which they ftiU kept with 
tl^e emprefs queen. This gave occafion to the 
yurks thus to reafon. Pruffia certainly is the 
moft iixconflant and fickle nation on earth : yef* 
jerday they wilhed to embroil us with Ruffia; to- 
day they endeavour to efFedt an accommodation; 
^d, though they now incite us to declare war 
fJgabft the (jucen of Hungary, who can fay that 

in 
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in fix months dme they (hall nbt' be in aliianee 
with her, as they are at prefent with th^ Itufliahs? 
Let us beware how we enter too haftily into the 
jneafures they propo{e,kft our compliance (hould 
gender us the fport of their inconftancy, and the 
£:orn of the Eiuropcan nations. 

Their reflations did not -end here ; and asi 
they had conceived fomc limbrige at the al- 
liance which the Jdng had concluded v/ith 
Ruflia, to difpel thefe firfpicions his majesty, by 
his interpofition, effeftcd a termination of the 
differences whieh fubfifted, between the khan 
of the Tartars and the Ruffiane, relative to the 
fort pf St Ann. He further prevailed on the 
emperor Pecer III, to declare, by his ambaffador 
at Conftahtinople^ that he would in no ttiariher 
ijnterfeiic m any difputes which the Porte might 
have with the houfeaf Au(l?ria ; and that, fhould 
the Turks declare war againft the emprefs <jueen, 
the latter fbouid ncceive no fviccmir on his part, 
This forrhai declaration produced a great effect 
on the Turics, and on the grand Seignior himfelf ; 
who, according to all appearances, would have 
afitecj 4pcifiycly, had not new revolutions, wfcicli 
we fliall rekte in their pmper order, irenewed 
|J)eir uncertainty, and awakened their diffidence, 

The fummary of the evaits W€ have relat?ed 
will prefent to our view Pi-uflia-on th^ brink of 

ruin. 
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mift, at the tnd of the laft campaign ; paft reco- 
very, in the judgment of all politicians, yet one 
woman only dies, and the nation revives ; nay is 
ftiftiined by that power which had beeji the moft 
eager to feek heu deflxuftion* Thus Mrs* Ma* 
(ham, by her intrigues againft the dutchefe of 
Marlborough, faved Fraace in the war of the fuc- 
celfion. What dependance may be placed on 
human affairs, if the verieft trifles can influence, 
can change, the fate of empires? Such are the 
fports of fortune, who, laughing at the vain 
prudence of mortals, of fome excites the hopes, 
and of others pulls down the liigh-raifed ex- 
pcftations. 



CHAP. XVL 

^be Campaign of 1762* 

THE preceding campaign, as we have 
fliewn, had been generally deftrudive to 
the Pruffian arms. Prince Henry h^d loft the 
mountains of Saxony; the prince of Wurtem- 
berg the town of Colberg ; and the king that 
of Schweidnitz. The pofition of the Pruffian 
troops in Silefia was precarious. A bad in- 

trench- 
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trcnchmcnt, at the fubUrb of Breflau^ whkk 
might contain twdve battalions^ conflituted 
their principal defence* They had two poft^ 
of information^ to guard them againft furprife 
from the enemy; the one at Canth^ under the 
command of Dallwich; the other at Rodien^ 
firben, under that of Prittwitz. Wied occupied 
the environs of Grotlau, whence he had de* 
tached Moring to Strehlen. Moring recon-* 
noitred toward Frankenftein, Prittwitz toward 
Reichenbach^ and Dallwich toward ^e hill of 
Zobten^ and of the Pitfchenberg* GIbgau was 
covered by fix battalions, under Zeunejti and 
Thadden occupied Guben (February jth) and 
with the cavalry of Schmettau formed a line as 
far as Lubben, by which he guarded the com- 
munication of Berliui whence the army drew 
its provifions. 

The Auftrian line began at Jagerndorf, 
whence it extended to Neuftadt, Weidenau, 
Johannefberg, Wardia, Silberberg, Bockendorf, 
the hill of Zobten, Striegau, and Hohenfiried- . 
berg. The main body of their infantry was 
cantoned among the mountains, and the quar- 
ters of the Ruffians were in the county of Glatz. 
Some incurfions happened during winter, but 
not of any confequence. Colonel Altone (the 
1 6th) who paffed the winter at Reichenbach, 
3 attempted 
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attempted to furprife the quarters of Prittwitz, 
at Rothen^rben. Of this the latter gained inti- 
mation^ placed himfelf in ambufti on the road 
by which the Auftrian was to pafs, beat him, 
and took a hundred men. 

The revolution of Ruffia, and the favourable 
difpofitions of Peter IIL occafioned the fepara- 
tion of Czemichef and the Imperial army. 
(March the 21ft) This general quitted the 
county of Glatz, paflcd the Oder, at Auras, 
and returned ii^to Poland. The fkmc revolu- 
tion gave place to the negotiations for peace 
with Sweden; and, as the fortunate iflfue of this 
was forefeen, the king was enabled to recal all 
the troops he had employed againfl that power. 
Belling, with twenty fquadrons, and Billerbeck, 
with fix battalions, weie deftincd to reinforce 
the army of Saxony. The princes of Bevern 
and Wurtemberg, and general Werner, re- 
ceived orders to join the army of Silefia, as foon 
as circumflances would permit them to quit 
Fomerania. 

The king propofed to open the campaign by 
a diverfion into Hungary; according to which 
projeft Werner was to join the Tartars, toward 
Buda, and (lipport the incurfions they Ihould 
make in thefe countries, and into Auftria itfelf. 
Thus would the operations of the king in Silefia 

be 
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be facilitated, where he had to recover Schweid* 
nitz; and, the fiege over, he might reinforce 
the army of prince Henry, that every effort 
might be made to retake Dre((len. 

Thefe intentions were aftei-ward changed, be* 
caufe of the treaty of alliance that was concluded 
with Rufiia. From the 15th of March it was 
meant to affemble the various corps that were 
to compofe the army. To this effeft Schen- 
kendorf quitted Saxony (April) and relieved 
Schmettau and Thadden at Gitben. He was 
followed by the corps of Platen, which at that 
time was imder the command of Krockow. All 
ihefe detachments arrived fucceffively at Breflau ; 
that is to fay Schmettau, Thadden, and Zeunert, 
ou the 15th of April; Krockow, with twenty- 
five battalions and thirty-five fquadroifis, on the 
6fh of May; and Loffow, who had covered 
Upper Silefia againft the Coffacks> with his 
huffars and troops of Bofnia, relieved Dallwich 
at Canth: the princfe of Wurtemberg joined 
the army, on the 12th of May, with five bat* 
talions and fix fquadrons. 

It will no doubt appear furprifing that the 
Auftrians fliould, with To much phlegm, fuffer 
the junftion of all thefe Pruffian corps, without 
the lesA let or hindrance. But their confter- 
nation and difcouragement was exccflive; as 
I well 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



)llST6llY OF THE SEVEN YfeAfeS WAR. 273 

>ffeil bccaufc of the departure of the Ruffians, 
on whom they had greatly depended, as of the 
redudion of the army, made by the court pf 
Vienna, fo very mal a-propos, during the winter. 
The leprofy we have mentioned likewife dif- 
abled half their regiments. The officers give 
every thing over as loft. The command of the 
army of Silefia had befide been conferred on 
marfhal Daun; and Laudon, finding hithfelf 
on the point of refigning his ftaff, (hewed no 
cagernefs in labouring for his fucceflbr, nor in 
riiking his fame for a man whom, in his heart, 
he detefted. Thefe different reafons attentively 
confidered, it will be found lefs furprifing that 
the king was fufTered to reunite his forces with 
fo little oppofition on the part of the enemy. 

* While the army affi^mbled in the vicinity of 
Breflau, the emperor of Ruffia fent to inform 
the king that he had given orders to Czernichef 
to quit Thorn, and to march into Silefia to join 
the Pruffian forces. This happy incident, which 
had fo great an influence on the plan of the 
campaign, occafioned it in part to be changed* 
It was determined that a large body (hould 
aflfemble at Cofel, either to join the Tartars in 
Hungary, ftiould they come thither. Or to dif- 
turb the frontiers of Moravia, to which Daun 

T^ might 
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might be obliged to fend large detachmenfs^, 
. This was an eflential point to obtain the pro^ 
pofcd end; for, with eighty thoufand men, the 
marihal might fo exaftly garnifti the hills, and 
the poft of Kunzendorf, that it would have been 
impoffible either to attack or turn him. Seventy 
thoufand men were adtually under his command, 
. diftributed to that efFeft; ten thoufand were in 
garrifon at Schweidnitz, and eight thoufand 
deftinedto garnifli the pafles of Silberberg and 
Wartha. It was therefore rcquifite to deprive 
him of fifteen thoufand more, fior the greater 
certitude, and to be able to turn all the pofts lie 
might affume in the mountains; confequently 
to be able to make a fortunate and glorious 
campaign. 

The army of the king' amounted to fixty-fix 
thoufand. Czernichef brought him twenty 
thoufand Ruffians ; and thus he might detach, 
the latter number into Ujpper Silefia, and ftfll 
remain fuperior to the Impciialifts. Every 
maricBuvre, which the king fliould projeft for 
this campaign, muft tei^ to turn the enemy in 
his pofts; and his iitmoft attention ttiuft be to 
effed this without his knowledge. Such con- 
dud being cflentiahy ncceflsiry, the detachments 
of cavalry were ftrengthened that they might be 
Yuperior to thok of the AuftrianSy and, by frc- 

qucAily 
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quently beating them, might , intimidate and 
.prevent them from adventuring on reconnoitring 
parties, or paffing beyond their grand guards^ 

It was on the 12th of May that marihal Daun 
arrived in Silefia. Scarcely had he taken the 
command of the army before he caufed it to ^ 
encamp. He fupported his right on the hill of 
Zobtcn; his line inclined toward Domanz; 
and he pofted EUerichhaufen at the Pitfchen- 
berg, to which his left extended. The king, 
not thinking proper to encamp with his army 
in the prefence of the enemy, narrowed the 
cantonments of his troops, on the banks of the 
Lohe, and eftablifhed his head quarters at Bet- 
tiern. Twelve battalions, and twenty fquadrons 
occupied the intrenchments of Breflau. Reitz- 
enftein was detached with fifteen hundred horfe 
to Neumarck, to cover the road of Glogau, and 
to obferve the vicinage of Striegau and Jauei;. 
:The corps at Canth, under. Loflbw, was fo 
ftrengthcned that, befidea thoufand of the Cour- 
biere volunteers, it amounted to five thoufand 
four hundred horfe. That under Lentulus and 
Prittwitz, which encamped on the Ohlau, pot 
£ur from Borau, amoimted to four thoufand fivt 
hundred horfe, and a thoufand volimteers. 

This pofition of the Pruffian army may ap- 
pear hazardous, to thofe.who (hall only examine 

T2 it 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



%j6 iPosttttrMoiTs woitK8# 

it fupcrficially ; but fo it was not in effefl:^ For 
thefe heavy detachments of cavalry, advan^ 
cing toward the enemy, formed a kind of cir* 
cumvallation round the Imperial army; the 
pofts of the Pruffians were fo near to this army 
that none of their motions could efcape the 
knoSvledge of the king. Marftial Daun had 
bcfide two marches to make before he could 
arrive at the Lohe ; and the king only required 
fix hours to aflemble his army. What indeed 
might the projeft be that the Auftrians could 
form? What attack might they meditate? There 
was no pofition taken. The king was at liberty 
to form his army on this or on that fide the 
Lohe; and he might fall unexpeftedly on the 
camp of the enemy, at the moment he fliould 
be lead expefted. To this we may add, the 
Auftrians feared the plain. They knew that, 
ftiould they venture to defcend, the return to 
the hills might become difficult, fo that, in 
effeft, the Pruffian army was at.eafe, ^md in 
fafety. 

(The 2oth) During thefe cantonments it was ' 
that Schwerin returned from Petcrfburg, with 
the treaties of peace and alliance concluded 
with Ruffia. Peace was folemnly proclaimed, 
and there was no myftery made of the alliance 
ioxhe Auftrians. The king however retarded 

the 
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the Operations of the grand army, till the arrival 
of Czernichef ; but that did not prevent him 
filing his troops off toward Upper Silefia. 
Werner already was at Cofel, with above ten 
thoufand men. He was informed of the plan 
laid to draw the Imperial forces into Upper 
Silefia, and to infpire the enemy with inquie- 
tude. He apprx^ached Ratibor, whence he 
ordered Hordt to advance to Tefchen, with 
twelve hundred men. The latter took a de- 
tachment of a captain and fixty men, and dif- 
perfed his bviflars as far as the paffage of the 
Jablunka. 

No fooner was Daun Informed of this incur* 
<k)n than, that he might oppofe the enterprifes 
of the Pruffians, he ordered Beck to march, 
who advanced as far as Ratibor. This was ex* 
adly correfpondent to the wifhes of the king. 
Werner immediately withdrew his troops be- 
yond the Oder, (June the 6th) and returned 
to CofeU About this time the prince of Bevem 
arrived at Breflau, and brought with him four 
battalions and a thoufand provincial huffars*; 
The huflars of Moriqg and ten fquadrons of 
dragoons (the 21ft) were added to his infantry, 
and with thefe he departed for Cofel, where be 
affembled his fmall corps. 

The detachments fcnt into Upper Silefia did 
T 3 noi 
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Xi6t prevent the cavalry of the king^ from be» 
ginning to gain an afccndency over that of the 
enemy 1 Prittwitz (the nth) furprifed an Au- 
{hian detathnient, near Panthcnau, at the Jo^ 
banncfbcrg, and took a hundred men. Reitz- 
cnftein (the 14th) who was at Neiimarck, 
beat general Gurcy, who attempted to furprifc 
him, and took three officers and feventy dra- 
goons. Soon aftei the thoufand provincial 
huflars^ brought by the prince of Bevern, that 
were polled before Neifs at Heydcrfdorf, were 
attacked by Drafkowitz; who, being at Patfch- 
kau, and there receiving information of their 
arrival, attempted a furprife. The execution 
did not correfpond with his hopes ; his detach- 
ment was ill treated, arid he was himfelf taken 
prifoner, with a hundred and feventy of his 
men, as well dragoons as huffars. Thefe acci- 
dcrits following each other began to render the 
Imperial Cavalry drcumfpeft, and it foon be- 
came timid. 

The van-guard of Czemichef confifted of 
two thoufand CofRcks, and it joined the army 
of the king forac days fooner than the Ruffians. 
The king divided thefe two pulks between ge-. 
nerals Loflbw tod Reitzenftein. The latter 
advanced from Ncumarck to the foot of the 
Pitfchenberg, where the army of marihal Daun 

was 
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was in a manner blockaded. He durft not fend 
liis cavalry in advance, and his rear was left 
open becaufe ther? was no wifti to difcover the 
defigns that wijre forming. However, after the 
arrival of the Coflacks, fcarcely a day paflfed 
that fome grand guard was not carried, from the 
enemy, in the face of the whole caxnp. At 
length he fent no more men on the fcout ; none 
were fufEcierjtly brave to reconnoitre before the 
chain of horft patroles; and the cavalry, remain- 
ing at th? piquet, no more ventured to Ibew it-' 
felf in the plain. 

We ftial}, for a moment, here leave the affairs 
of Silefia, to relate what pafled in Saxony, be^ 
caufe that prince Henry this year was the firftr 
\vho opened the campaign. We (hall pafs 
thence into Weftphalia, and to the Lowe^r 
Rhine, to render ^n account of the operations 
pf prince Ferdinand pf Brynfwick; after which 
we may without ipterruption purfue the narrative 
pf what happened ii> Silefia. 

The command pf the Imperial army, in 
Saxoqy, had thjs year been conferred on Serbeli- 
loni. He not only occupied the bottom of 
Plau?n, the Windb^rg, and Dipppldifwalda, 
but he further extended over all the hills, which 
go from Freyberg, by Chemnitz, tpWaldheim. 
Havipg carefully entrenched all the paflages of 
T 4 the 
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the Muldc in his front, he confided in thefe pre- 
cautions, and perfuaded himfelf there was no 
poOibility of diflodging him from a pofition fci 
ftrong, and fp well defended. Thefe difficulties 
clid not impede prince Henry, who refolved to 
penetrate his line at the centre ; as well to gain 
ground as to infpire him with fears for Bohemia; 
for Drefden might only be recovered by draw- 
ing the main army of the Auftrian§ into Bohe- 
mia^ 

*rhc prince fufpended the execution of hia 
plan, till the arrivaji of brigadier Billerbeck, 
who was coiping to join him from Pomerania. 
That he might the Ijetter deprive the enemy of 
^1 fufpicipn of his meditated defigns, the prince 
inade various motions with his troops, and fome 
demonftration^ toward the dutchy of Altenburg, 
and on the fide of Penig, to perfiiade the enemy 
he proje^ed fome enterprife in that part of 
Saxony. Billerbeck, in the mean time, joined 
the younger Stutterheim at Lommatfch, This 
was the fignal on which all the troops put them^ 
felves in motion, to make the paflfage of the 
Mulde. On the nth in the evening they 
aflcmbled, each corps marching to the place 
affigned. The force of the whole body, deftined 
fpr this expedition, confided in twenty-one bat-i 
%^\\on> and thirty-five fqi^adrons. They were 

divide^ 
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divided into four detachments. That of Seid- 
litz affembled behind Mockerwitz ; that of 
Canitz behind the village of Zernitz ; and the 
elder Stutterheim, who had encamped at the 
Peterfberg, advanced to Zocherwitz; while the 
hoffars and light troops of Kleift were formed 
between Zwenig and Hafllau, 

(May) Thefe four columns, by a covert 
march, approached the banks of the Mulde by 
night, and lay in ambufti behind a ravin, which 
concealed their approach and their purpofes from 
the enemy. His royal highnefs had felefted 
places for erefting batteries, the cannon had 
b^en brought, and had been malked by bufties, 
and on the firft fignal it was ready to play upon 
the Imperial redoubts. The detachment of the 
enemy which the prince propofed to attack was 
commanded by Zettwitz, an Auftrian general, 
who might receive fuccour from the troops that 
cantoned atFreyberg, Chemnitz, and Waldheim, 
His corps was four thoufand ftrong. He had 
garnifhed the redoubts of the defiles and the 
mountains with infantry and artillery, under the 
piroteftion of which he had difp^rfed his Croats 
and pandours, in feveral detachments, befide 
the Mulde. Thefe troops regularly paffed the 
pight under arms. It had been obferved that 
iJiey returned ICf^fiieir tents every morning at 

day- 
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daf^-breaik^ about foiir o'clock ; in confcqucncc 
of which the prince had determined that the 
attack (hpuld not commence before feven. The 
Pruflian chafleurs, that were pofted at Zefchnitz, 
wbjClher it were the effeft of chance or impa* 
ticnce> bcg^n to ikirmifti before thp appointed 
time J and, though it then was but fix in thq 
mprning, his highnefs determined immediately 
fo b^in the attack. Four columns^i in confer 
q^jiencej paiTed the Mulde, at the fignal given^^ 
Hinder the protedion of forty pi^es of artillery, 
Sf idlitz, who led the cavalry over the ford of 
Technit?, met with Croats in his road, at the 
village of Mafterau, who efcaped into ^ neigh-» 
bauring redoubt. Kleift, who palfed tlie Muldq 
lower down, at the fame time took the enemy 
ii\ rear ; while the columns of in&ntry gained 
the height. Thefe intricate motions aftoniftxed 
the Imperialifts^ and they abandoned their forts, 
.K)eift, mean time, with his hulTars, fell on th^ 
cuiraffiers^ ojF de Ville, and put them to flighty 
Having purfued them, this puffuit brought him 
beyond th? ififentry of thp enemy, that was on 
the full retreats He attacked in front, while 
the Pruflian infantry was at the heels of thp 
Auftrians; fo that, being thrown into confufion, 
no part of his corps efcaped, except thofe who 
had early had the prudence to fly to Waldbcim. 
4 Zettwitz^ 
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Zcttwitz, and two thoufend men. of ids. deiacbi^ 
ment, fell into die hands of the vidor. 

His royal highnefs, on the fame d^y, madced. 
.out th^ camp for his troops, at the village of 
Keflelfdorf ; and ordered Hulfcn and Forcadc 
to advance, who took the pofition of Schlcttau 
and the Katzenhseufer* On the 13 th, the anny . 
of the prince ma:rched for Oedcm. Oa their 
march they perceived, at fome diftance, Impe- ' 
rtalifls who came from Waldheim, that had been 
joined by the fugitives of the preceding day. 
Kleift charged their rear- guard, which was put 
to the rout, and afterward fell on the regiment 
pf Luzani, and took five hundred men. 

Maquire, who commanded at Frcyberg, hear-* 
ing of what had happened at Roflwein, would 
not cxpofe himfelf to a limilar misfortune ; biit 
evacuated the ZinnewaM, Noflen> and Frey-» 
berg, and retired to Dippoldifwalda. Hishigh-^.^ 
nefs immediately took the camp of Frcybei|{ 
(the 14th) and fent his van-guard forward to 
Bobrich ; while Seidlitz cleared all the banks 
of the Wilde- Weiftritz. On the i6th the 
prince took the camp of Pretfchendorf, whence 
he fent a detachment to Reichsftsedt, and efta* 
blifhed pofls from Sabifchdorf to Frauenftein, 
to guard all the pafles through which the enemy 
might form any attack upon his troops. Hul- 

fen 
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fen and Forcade advanced, at the fame time, 
with the prince, and took poft between Hartc 
and Conftapcl. They garniftied the villages of 
Braunfdorf, Harte, and Weifdrup with light 
troops, in order to afcertain the communication 
of the camp of Landfberg with that of Pretfchen* 
dorf* 

While the Pruflians thus were purfuing their 
advantages againft the Imperialifts, the army of 
the circles, under the command of the prince 
oi Stolberg, advanced toward Tfchopa. His 
highnefs, who might not fuffer an enemy (b 
clofe on his rear, faw himfelf obliged to fend 
fome detachments on that fide, and oppofed 
Bandemer to thefe troops, with a thoufand horfc, 
(iipported by four battalions. Bandemer occu- 
pied the banks of the Flohe, and fent Roder 
on difcovery. This officer was aflaulted by the 
whole cavalry of the army of the empire, from 
which he would have efcaped without any con- 
fiderable lofs, had not Bandemer very impru> 
dently thought proper to pafs the defile of the 
Flohe, to come to his aid. This troop, by 
(topping the paflage, increafed the cmbarraflT- 
ment of Roder, who had made difpofitions to 
retire. The Pruffiahs had to combat four rimes 
Aeir number; and numbers, for once, triumphed 

ever 
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civer valour. They loft four cannon, and about 
five hundred men, on their retreat. 

This accident obliged prince Henry to change 
his meafures, and to fend Canitz from Pr^* 
fchendorf, with frefti troops, who potted him- 
fclf at Oedem, where he was not more than two 
miles from the enemy, encamped at Chemnitz. 
The army of his highnefs occupied a grand front; 
and, that he might obviate the inconveni^ces 
refulting from the frequent detachments he was 
obliged to make, he laboured to fortify all the 
places of which he was in pofleffion. Such as 
were fufficiently low were overflowed ; abatis 
were thrown up in the forefts ; and the ground 
where there was neither marfli, rivulet, nor 
wood, but which was capable of defence, was 
entrenched. * 

(June I ft) Serbelloni, weary of the inadivity 
and languor in which he had hitherto remained, 
refolved to execute a project that fliould crown 
him with glory. He began by caufing Stam- 
pach to join him with a corps of feven thoufand 
men, who till then had held the pafs of Zittau. 
With this reinforcement he departed from Dip* 
poldifwalda, to furprife the light troops of prince 
Henry, encamped at Reichsftaedt. But, on his 
approach, Kleift and Eglofftein fell back to- 
ward the camp of Pretfchcndorf. The battalion 

of 
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its retreat. This grand expedition termiiiat€|d 
•by a cannonade, which continued ^l the day; 
-and, on the morrow, his highnefs fent Kicift 
-toid Egk^ein again to occupy the fame poft, 
-However, as the detachment was neither nc- 
.^cflarynoreffential at Reichsftsedt, it .was with- 
drawn fome days afterward. 

Belling, ivHb had hitherto been detained in 

:Mecklenbourg, till the peace had been fign* 

"td with Sweden, could not join the. army in 

Saxony before the i8th of June. Reinforced 

by him, prince Henry was capable of attempt- 

: ing fomething againft the army of the circles* 

* It was neceflary, and even indifpenfable, for 

I the army* of Saxony to difencumber itfelf of an 

enemy lying at its back, and the neighbourhood 

' of which rmight, in certain critical conjun6tures, 

, become: fatal. Seidlitz was charged with the 

I condiid of this enterprife, and inclined toward 

Penig. The prince of Stolberg, . who had 

i twenty^one battalions and thirty-one fquadrons 

. in his army,' fell back for Annaburg. ' His rc- 

- tresat from Chemnitz gave Canitz liberty to join 

- Seidlitz at 'Zwickau. ' The troops of the circtes 
' ^luitted Saxony, and loft many men as they re- 
' treated to Bareuth. In -the interim^ Kleift was 
: adivc on the fide of Maricnberg, whence he 

diflodged 
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diflodgcd colbnel Torreck, vrhbm he droTc 
into Bohemia^ ahd Afterward rejoined the arm^u 
While the prihce of Stolbefg took refuge ia 
the heart of the empire, Serbelloni meditated a 
ftiil more important projed than was the pre* 
ceding. He (M-opofed to beat general Hulfen 
by gliding along the Elbe and aiming his po(i- 
tion. (The 27th) The better to conceal his dc* 
fign, he one m6rriing gave the darm to all the 
advanced pofts of the cartip ofPrctfchcndort 
A colunm of feven thdufand men prcfented it- 
felf on the right of the village of Hennerfdorf, 
making a pretence to attempt the paffage of the 
Steinbriickenmuhle. Another column formed ia 
iace of Frauenftein. During thefe feints, Ried, 
'who commanded a detachment of twelve batta- 
lions at Bencrifch, having been reinforced the 
flight before by fixteen battalions and twenty- 
•five companies of grenadiers, fornied, in the 
morning, in three corps, on the heights of Be-^ 
nerich. The firft column was led to the village 
©f Grumbaich, whehce it diflodged a free bat- 
talion, that threw itfelf into the redoubt of 
'Pfarrholz ; but the ardour of the Auftrians was 
tempered by the fiire of the batteries of the 
Landlberg. The fccond doliimn tof the enemy 
•advanced toward Cubach;^ and the third, which 
•was that of tiic right, diflodged-a Pruffian bat- 
talion 
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talion from the village of Weifdrup. This la(t 
column was ftopped by the fire of the redoubt 
of Conftapel, that was defended by die battalion 
of Carlowitz. After a vigorous refiftance on the 
part of the Pruflians, the enemy was induced to 
retire; and the fuccour fentby hishighnefs fix)m 
Pretfchendorf to the Landsberg did not arrive 
till the adion was over. The foe contented 
himfelf with fome feeble and ill fuftained attacks 
on this occaiion: he inefficacioufly facrificed 
troops that he might have employed to better 
ptirpofe, had he known how to lead them on 
with more audacity. 

While fortune in Saxony was weighing the 
deftiny of the Pruffians and Imperialifts> flic 
declared decifively, in the empire, in favour of 
die^lies and prince Ferdinand* The French 
this year had confined themfelves to the main- 
taining of only one army in Germany, with a 
refervc to cover the Lower Rhine. This referve, 
under tlie command of the prince de Conde> 
confifted of forty-fix battalions and thirty-eight 
fquadrons; and the army, at the head of which 
were the prince de Soubife, and marflial 
d'Eftrees, included a hundred and eleven batta- 
lions, and a hundred and twenty- one fquadrons. 
Thefe marflials propofed , with their forces to 
^netrate into the cleftorate of Hanover, while 

priricc 
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prince Ferdinand had conceived very different 
projeds. It was his intention to drive the French 
TDUt of Heffe. After the example of the French, 
he divided his army ; and detached twenty bat- 
talions and twenty-one fquadrons, under the he- 
reditary prince (June) to oppofe the prince of 
Cond6 ; referving to hinifelf fixty-two battali- 
ons and fixty-one fquadrons, and five thoufand 
light armed troops, for the e;cecution of hi^ 
plan. 

The prince of Conde opened the campaign 
ton the Lower Rhine, which he paflcd on the 
loth of June, affembled his forces at Bockum, 
and made a feint of inclining toward Dortmund. 
All the motions of the French and allies, in this 
part of Germany, were relative to the paffage qf 
the Lippe, which the two parties reciprocally 
difputed. During thefe preludes, prince Fer- 
dinand affembled his army on the height of 
Brackel, whence he inclined toward the Dimel 
(the 1 8th) and took the caftle of Sabbaburg* 
He at the fame time occupied the woods of 
Geifinar and Liebenau, that he might be mafter 
of the paffes of the Dimel. 

The French army, that had affembled at Caffel, 

marched, on the aid, for Grebenftein; whence 

the count de Luface was detached toward Got^* 

tingen. Luckner was immediately fent |j)y 

U . princf 

Hi/f.Scv. TcarffVar, YollU 
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prince Ferdinand on the Leine^ to obfcrve the 
motions of the Saxons. The prince on this rc- 
folved to attack the French, that he might, from 
the commencement of the campaign, reduce 
them to ad on the defenfive. To this effeft 
Luckner was obliged to return from Sabbaburg, 
with a part of his corps, he being to attack the 
enemy. Lord Granby had orders to fall on the 
left, and prince Ferdinand propofed to prefent 
himielf]^ with the main army, in the front of 
the marftials. The allies paffed the Dimel, on 
the 24th, to form thefe different attacks. The 
French underftood this manoeuvre as a general 
forage, and gave no figns of difquietude. The 
corps of de Caftries, which protected the right 
of the prince de Soubifc, was immediately over- 
thrown ; and the allies affaulted the very camp. 
Seeing himfelf attacked in front, in flank, and 
in rear, de Soubife refolved on a retreat. M* 
de Stainville, with the flower of the French 
troops, threw himfelf into the wood of Wil- 
lielmfthal, to favour the retreat, and here a bat-^ 
tie was fought between him and lord Granby, 
which decided the fate of the day. The whole 
corps of de Stainville was furrounded and de- 
feated. The generals Sporken and Luckner 
however gave the prince de Soubife an opportu- 
nity of retiring to Hochkirch, by which the at- 
tempt 
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tempt which prince Ferdinand meditated on 
Caffel was rendered abortive. 

The fame night the enemy paffed the Fulda, 
and placed his camp on the heights that go from 
Munden to Caifel. The allies encamped op- 
pofite the French, and by different detachments 
leized on fome caftles, which were to their ad- 
vantage. De Soubife, having fome fears fc«r 
Ziegenhain, fent de Guerchy and de Rocham- 
beau to march between that place and'Melfungen, 
arid to detach parties on the rear of the allies. 
Prince* Ferdinand oppofed lord Granby to 
them; by whom they were beaten near the caftle 
of Hornburg. In proportion as the allies ex- 
tended their right, the French extended their 
left. The two marlhals however, perceiving their 
pofition enfeebled, recalled the count de Luface 
from Gottingen, to fill up the intervals of their 
encampments, and placed him with his corps 
at Lutterberg. 

The prince, obferving that the Saxons were 
left almoft without fupport in this poft, fent 
Gilfe to attack them there, who at the head of 
fixteen battalions forded the Fulda. The 
Saxons, at the commencement of the aftion, 
defended themfelves ; but, when they faw one 
of their redoubts carried, they gave ground, and 
fled routed. Marihal d*Eftrees came up to their 
V a fuccour^' 
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fuccour, and ^r^Vcnted them from being totaflf 
Atfeated. (July) Gilfe prudently repaffed the 
Fukli, that he might not be entangled by foes, 
the Aumber of whom momentarily increafed. 

^hefe various attempts gave prince Ferdinand 
to fuppofe, that the moft eafy and certain me- 
thod of vanquiflhing the French was to oblige 
them to extend ftill further ; and, full of this 
projed, he detached Luckner on the fide of 
Hirfchfeldi. The partifan took Fulda, Amone* 
burg, and a number of fmall caftles, fituated oa 
the high road from Caflel to Frankfcwt. This 
/expedition, performed with promptitude,, had 
very vexatious efFeds on the French marftials^ 
who were by this means ftraitened in their fub«- 
fiftcnce, which they in a great, part drew from 
the Maine. The prince de Soubife flattered 
himfelf he might re-eftablifli his affairs, by (end- 
ing forty battaKons, on the Eder, to occupy the 
pbft of Schwalm. But Luckner, fupportcd by 
lord Granby, induced this corps to repafs the 
Fulda^ De Soubife, on this, arrived himfelf 
paired the Eder, and pofted himfelf at the 
Heiligenberg. As the French might not be 
attacked in this pofition, prince Ferdinand left 
lord Granby at the Falkenberg, and led his* 
army to the confluence of the Eder and the Fulda* 
In the cmbarraiTment which the French general 

found 
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found thcmfelves, by this manoeuvre, they could 
imagine no better refource than to call in their 
zefervt from the Lower Rhine. The prince of 
Cond^, in confequ^nce of ^ders fent him by the 
marfhals, left le Voyer ^ith a detachment on 
the Lower Lippe ; and having inefFeftually at* 
tempted on his march to take^Hamm, he crofled 
Wetteravia, and marched by Gieffen, on the 
Ohm. His purpofe was to incline to the Upper 
Eder; there again to attempt that plan in the 
cxectition of which de Soubife bad failed. 

The hereditary prince, who thus far had ob- 
(erved the prince of Cond6, departed wth equal 
fpeed ; and having left fome troops to obferve 
le Voyer, he traverfed the principality of Wal- 
deck, and gained the banks of the Ohm, before 
the referve of the French from the Lower Rhine 
could come up. 

While thefc motions were made by the re- 
ferves, prince Ferdinand was defirous of attackr 
ing the French, before they fliould be joined 
by the prince de Cond^. He intended to alarm 
the enemy in front, but to make his grand cfFortsr 
againft de Gqerchy, who was encamped beyond 
the Fulda, near Melfiangen. Prince Frederic 
of Brunfwick was detached, with fix battalions 
and twelve fquadrons, to make the circuit of the 
W?f r^i ^nd to feize on Wanfried and Efchwegc, 
y 3 from 
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from which he might fall on the rear of the foe.. 
Difpofitions were made for the general attack on 
the 8th of Auguft ; but a heavy rain fell, fwe|lc;d 
the waters of the Fulda, and prevented tfee 
troops from fording the river, and from march-t 
ing to their d^ftined pofts, at the time fixed. 
The enterprifc ended \in a cannonade, which 
continued three days. 

The prince of Cond^, in the interim, took 
the caftle of Ulrichftein. After having at- 
tempted the paffage of the Ohm various times, 
and always in vain, he endeavoured to fend a de- 
tachment forward to Hirfchfeld, that he might 
aid the two marfhals who commanded the French 
army. The prince de Soubife, in order to 
fecond the intentions of the prince de Cond6, 
commanded de StainviJle to bombard the caftle 
of Friedewalde. Having been fuccefsful in this, 
the communication between the French army ^d 
the Maine, which had been interrupted, was 
again free. This army was at that time fo 
pofted, ia Heffe, that it formed a grand fen^- 
circle; one end of which, palling by Marboiirg 
and Gicffen, pnded at the Lahn, and the other,, 
' pciuding Hirfchfeld, Melfungen, Caflel, and 
Munden, terminated at the Fulda. - . 

Prince Ferdinand moft ardently was defiro^is 
ofaftrng decifively : he wiftied t;o ftrike a ftrokc 
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by which his fuperiority over the French, for 
the remainder of the campaign, (hould be in- 
difputable. To this efFe6t he reinforced the 
hereditary prince, with fifteen battaUons and 
twenty (quadrons. His projed was to carry the 
corps of de L6vi. The hereditary prince would 
have fucceeded had Luckner come up in time, 
(the 24th) Few however of the French efcaped. 

After this expedition, he drove the prince dc 
Cond6 from the banks of the Ohm, beyond 
Gieffen, to an old' Roman intrenchment, called 
the Polgraben ; but this ended in a cannonade. 
Still the prince de Soubife could not longer 
maintain himfelf in Hefle without being ex- 
pofed to great danger. He therefore evacuated 
Gottingen, threw fourteen battalions into Caf- 
fel, and retired through Hirfchfeld for Fulda. 
Prince Ferdinand nearly kept pace with him ; 
and, in the meantime, detached prince Frederic 
of Brunfwick, in the rear, to blockade Caflel. 
The French fell back to the Maine ; becaufe 
their grand army could no otherwife than by this 
march rejoin the referve under the prince dc 
Conde. The latter, who retreated through 
Butzbach and Friedberg for Frankfort, was 
clofely followed by the hereditary prince. 

The army of the allies having fixed its camp 
$£ Schotten on the Nidda, the hereditary prince 

U 4 re- 
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received orders to occupy Frkzlar. He was on- 
his march (the 30th) for Aflenheim ; when, 
hayiiig been informed, by Liickner^ that th^ 
heights of Nauenheim were occupied by the 
enemy, he fpeeded thither, attacked, and dif- 
lodged the 'French. It was not long before he 
perceived that, inftead of a detachment, he was 
engaged with the van-guard of the army of de 
Soubife. The French advanced in feveral 
columns, and attacked in turn. The prince de- 
fended himfelf bravely, but had the misfortune 
to be dangeroufly woimded, and his troops giv- 
ing way could no more be brought to rally, 
This difafter obliged prince Ferdinand to change 
his plan, and his pofition. He removed his 
camp to Orlof, oppofite Friedbcrg, and there 
remained till the 7th of September. 

Receiving intelligence that the French were 
fecretiy filing off toward Butzbach, he judged 
that in order to execute his grand defign, whid> 
was to recover CaiTel, he muft at all event$ pre- 
vent the enemy from entering, through Upper 
Heffe and the county of W^^ldeck^ the LoweF 
Hefle. For this purpofe he put his army h^ 
motion, that he might gain the heights which 
rife behind the Ohm and the Lahn. The French 
generals baraffed him on his march, that t\tey 
inight give the prince de Conde time to paf^ 
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the Lahn at Marbourg, and to gain the heights 
gf Wettorn* Yet, Jiotwithftanding the rains and 
frequent flckmifla^s of the rear-guard, prince 
Ferdinand firft atuined Wettern; and the 
prince de Conde, perceiving this impediment^ 
avoided any engagement, and repaffed the 

Here the allies eftabliflied themfelves; and 
extended their left, by Kirch^im, toward Hom- 
burg on the Ohm. The prince de Soubife, 
wiflbing to relieve Ziegenhain and Caflel, at- 
tempted tx> open the road that leads to Ziegen- 
hain* To effeft this, he engaged in an aftion 
at the Bruckenmuhle, which became obftinate, 
and in which he loft many men, having been 
ieveral times vigoroufly repulfed* The two 
armies continued in the feme pofition during 
the reft of the campaign. 

While this inadivity continued, prince Fre- 
deric of Brunfwick opened his trenches before 
Caffel. The fiege commenced on the 1 5th of 
OftobcF, and continued to the 7th of November, 
when it forrtndcred by capitulation. Such was 
the glorious conclufion of the campaign of the 
^esj V during which prince Ferdinand had 
pccaion to difplay all his abilities, and to prove 
|hat a good general at the head of an aimy is 
«JOre powerful than a h«ft of combatants. 

We 
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Wc have haflened over and abridged the 
relation of the operations of the allied army j 
and with the more reafon becaufe that, during 
this year, the war of Germany having been at 
a diftance from the confines of Saxony, and the 
foites of the king, the motions of prince Fer- 
dinand had no connexion with thofe of the 
Pruffian arms. At prefent we (hall refume the 
narrative of the campaign of Silefia, and the 
chain of events will neceffarily condud us into 
Saxony, where we (hall terminate the hiftory of 
the afts of this campaign by a recital of thofe 
of his royal highnefs prince Henry. 

(June) The endeavours that had been made 
to intimidate the Imperial cavalry will no doubt 
be recoUefted, and how fuccefsful thofe endea- 
vours had been. It was one of the points firft 
neceflfary for the campaign. Another equally 
eflential was not rieglefted. The prince of 
Bevern had already advanced to Troppau, 
whence he ordered general Werner to advance 
to GrsBtz, who there took a hundred and fifty 
prifoners. This obliged Beck to pafs the Mora, 
and to retire to Freudenthal. 

We fhall break oiF at this divcrfion that wc 
may come to the Ru(nans; who paffed the 
Oder on the 30th of June, and, on the fame 
day, arrived at tiiSa. The kmg had detached 

Wied 
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Wied in advance, with twenty-four battalions, 
beyond the rivulet of Schwcidnitz, under the 
pretence of covering the march of the Ruffians, 
but in reality that he might have a corps on the 
other fide of the rivulet, which was neceflary 
for the execution of the proje<5t the king had 
formed againft bis foes. Thefe troops kept in 
cantonments that were extremely clofe, that the 
Imperialifts might not take umbrage. 

The army of the king began its operations on 
the firft of July, The grand army came and 
encamped at Sagfchutz, while Wied kept pace 
with it by night, and advanced on the other fide 
pf the rivulet, in clofe cantonments. He had 
nothing to fear from the Auftrians, nor could he 
by them be difcovered ; becaufe Reitzenftein 
was in his front,^ with four thoufand horfe, and 
blockaded EUerichhaufen, at the Pitfchenberg. 
Had Diun perfifted i>ut little in guarding his 
camp of Domanz, it muft have been turned by 
Wied, who would have pafled the rivulet of 
Striegau at Peterwitz, and marched along the 
Nonriepbufch, whence he would have gained 
the canip of Kunzendorf, and have come upon 
the back of the marlhal. This would have ob- 
liged him to repafs Bogendorf, and to fall back 
f^mong the mountains ; whether it (hould be to- 
ward Hohcpgierfdbrf, or Lcutmannfdorf. But 

Dau|x, 
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Daim, too prudent to wait for this cxtranity, 
quitted the hill of Zobtcn and thePitfchenbcrg, 
f>n the very fame night, and placed his camp on 
.the hills between Bogendorf, Kunzendorf, and* 
the Zeiikenberg. 

(The 3d) The army of the king clofely fol- 
lowed, and recovered its former pofition of 
Bunzelwiiz. The light troops approached with- 
in piftol-fhot of the Imperial grand guards. 
Reitzenftein occupied the heiglus of Striegau, 
and Wied, whom he covered, Cantoned his 
troops in that town, and in the n^areft villages^ 
The fituation Daun had affumed rendered an 
attack in front impraAicabk; y^t he might be 
turned either on the right or on the left. As 
too much muft have been left to chance flioul4 
it be attempted to turn him between Silber- 
berg and Bogendorf, bccaufe that fladdick 
was at Wartha, and becaufe the mountains on 
this fide are more nigged and difficult; it was 
preferred to manoeuvre on the left, and to take 
him in the rear by HohenfriedJberjg, Reichenau^ 
and the Engelfberg. This projed w^ execute 
cd in the following manner. 2aethen garnifticd 
the camp of Bunzelwitz, with the fecond li|ie; 
and, to hold the enemy in awe, kept all the 
cuiraffiers of the army there, that would have 
Ipcea ufelels in the mountains (the 6^) while 

the 
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tht king begati his march, tirthc cvemtitg, with 
his firft line, and joined BLeitzeiiftcin and Wled, 
who formed his vain-guard. By Weak of dayi 
the van-guard arrived near Reichcnau, where 
it fell on the advanced polls of Bremano; diefc 
were hody puribed to the foot of the Engelfberg, 
where their general encampcxL Brentano had 
pofted bis infantry on thefummit of three rocks 
covered by a ftrong defik. Wicd full of ar-> 
dour attacked him, perhaps too hotly^ The 
rocks were foiind.too difficult of accefs for the 
troops to climb. The Pruffians made .vain 
atteraptSs, were rcpulfed, and loft, in killed, 
tvounded> and taken, twelve hundred men; 
The main body of the troops encamped ^ 
Reichenau; but Wied continued his march 
through the defiles of Landfhut. The end of 
this expedition was to carry the grand magazine 
att Braunau, which Brentano fu^eding quitted 
the EngeUberg, and departed full ipeed on the 
feme night for Fricdland. 

Daun, deprived of this detachment, which 
covered his rear, feared the Pruffians would 
come upon.his back. He therefore forfook h^ 
jx>fition of Kimzendorf, and retired to Ditt- 
mannfdoxf, whence bis left extended to .Beetf- 
dorf. He furrfier placed a^ corps at Tannhaufoi, 
which covered .his flank; and 4*noth€r on Im 

right 
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right at Burkcrfdorf, by the aid of which hd 
maintaihed his communicatioii with the foitrefs 
of Schweidnitz* ^ 

Zicthen immediately followed the 6)e (the 
7th) and ocxupied the heights of Kunzendorf 
and Furftenftein. The corps that the king had 
led among the mountains joined him and wa^ 
pofted from Seitendorf toBogcjidorf, in the camp 
marfhal Daun had occupied in the year 1760. 
Detachments were placed in the defiles of Wal- 
denburg and Gottfberg, and Manteufel took 
poft, with fix thoufand men, on the eminence 
of Hohengierfdorf, at the foot of which, befide 
the valley of Schweidnitz, Knobloch encamped 
with his br^adc. 

Wied, who purfued his march, encountered 
the corps of Brentano at Friedland, and re- 
ceived it with a warm cannonade, afi:er which 
Reitzenftein attacked the eneniy. The Finck 
dragoons had, on this occafion, the honour of 
beating three regiments of Imperial cuiraffiers^ 
from whom they took a hundred and eighty 
prifoners. Brentano efcaped into Bohemia, and 
polled himfelf between Ditterfbach and Haupt- 
mannfdorf, in a camp that the enemy had pre- 
vioufly fortified, to fecure a dcpofit foi;: provi- 
fions* Wied on the morrow was reinfcarced by 
Ibtir battalions and three regimeiits of cavalry j 

but^ 
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but, had the whole army marched againft Brau- 
nau^ it could have undertaken nothing, becaufe 
the defiles of the rocks are impregnable, if they 
are defended with only a few men; and becaufe 
they cannot be turned. Marfhal Daun had 
fent Haddick thither, from Wartha, with ten 
dioufand men. 

The hills, thus occupied by the enemy, be- 
ing fecure from attack, Wied direfted his march 
for Trautenau, whence he let loofe his Cofl^cks 
on Bohemia, and fupported them with fome 
dragoons. Terror was prefently fpread through 
the kingdom. On the fecond day after they 
had entered it, one of their parties appeared at 
the gates of Prague. The panic their prefence 
infpired was fo great that Serbelloni was on 
the point of quitting Saxony, with his army, 
perfonally to oppofe the diforders the Coflacks 
committed. True it is their procedure was 
cruel; they facked, pillaged, and burned every 
place they found on their route. 

This irruption would not have been unfruit- 
ful, might it have been prolonged; but thefe 
troops, incapable of difcipline, were wholly em- 
ployed in coUeding and fecuring booty; whence 
it happened that, retiring in parties, without 
the order of their commander, they efcaped 
with what they had captured, to fell it in Po- 
land: 
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land : fo that in A week Bohemia faw itfclf cie* 
livered, without drawing a fword. They might 
have been employed in a fecond incurfion^ had 
not the face of affairs fuddenly changed. Wied, 
who covered their retreat, fecured at the fame 
time his communication with the grand army. 
His detachments, diftributed 'in gradation, 
guarded the defiles of the mountains, Gablen? 
occupied, in his rear, the pafs of Schazlarj 
the prince of Bernburg, ftill nearer the army, 
that of Liebau; whence he commimicated at 
Conradfwaldc with Salenmon, who therfs held 
an intermediate poft. Thefe various detach* 
ments had the lefs to fear, on the part of the 
enemy, becaufe the attention of the latter was 
wholly abforbed by their apprehenfions for the 
magazine of firaunau; which, for the greater 
fafety, they tranfported to Scharfcneck, m the 
county of Glatz. 

We have feen that the diverfion of the Cof* 
facks into Bohemia was produftive of nothing 
real. Any attempts on the magazine of Brau- 
tiau, now removed by the Imperialifts, were no 
longer to be made, fo that the whole left of the 
enemy ceafed to prcfent a field fruitful in expe- 
ditions. As the principal objeft of the cam- 
paign was to recover Schweidnitz, the king 
propofed to aft on the right of the Auftrians^ 
3 and 
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and to diflodge their detachments from Bufkerf- 
dorf and Leutmannfdorf, that he might totally 
cut off their communication with Schweidnitz. 

This defign, which had every degree of pro- 
bability fufficient to make it imagined infallible, 
the next day became incertain, and almoft chi- 
merical, by one of thofe fudden and unexpeded 
events which overthrow the n^eafures of man* 
A revolution had been effefted, and the face of 
Ruffia was changed. Czernichef firft brought 
the news to the king. He came to inform him 
Peter III. had been dethroned by the cmprefs 
his wtfe, and that he had received orders from 
the fenate for him and his corps to take the oath 
of fidelity to the new fovereign, and inceflantly 
to quit the Pruffian army, and retire into Po- 
land. In the prefent fituation of the king, 
amid the operations of a campaign the plans of 
which were conceived according to the aid the 
Ruffians migiit afford, this intelligence was a 
thunder-bolt. Severe as it was, ftill he muft 
aft J the evil was without remedy; he muft re- 
cur to his proper refources, fince foreign aid 
failed. The information brought from Pruffia, 
or Pomerania, farther affirmed that the Ruffian 
troops were preparing to recommence hoftili- 
ties. An ukafe (or cdift) appcared> in which 

X the 
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the king was treated as the hereditary ahd irre« 
eoncileable foe of Ruffijt. The coiiimiflaries of 
the emprefs igairl feized On the revenues of 
Pruflia royal. In fine, according to all appear- 
ance, his majefty was on the eve of a new rup* 
ture. But appearances are often deceitfii^ 

The proceedings of the emprefs went on falfe 
fuppofitiohs. She apprehended that the king, 
hearing of the imprifonment of Peter III. would 
oblige the corps of Czernichef to declare for the 
emperor, and ftiould he refufe that he would 
difarm the troops. Not to be without reprifal, 
ihe feized on Pruflia as a guarantee for the con- 
duft of the king, and gave orders to her gene- 
rals to hold themfelves in readinefs again to 
commence war, the moment flic fliould fo think 
proper. But the ideas flie had conceived were 
erroneous : the king did not oppofe the depar- 
ture of Czernichef; the only complaifance he 
cxaded was that he fliould defer his march for 
three days, to which the general with a. good 
grace yielded. 

Thefe three days were mofl: precious: by 
thefe it was neceflTary to profit, and to flrike 
fome decifive blow. The Auflrians were awed 
by the prefence of the Ruflians ; and were ig- 
norant of the revolution that had happened. 
Schwcidjiitz ^i^uft be recovered, or it muft be 

determined 
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dietermined to cede all (Quarters except thofe 
befide, the Oder, as during the paft year. Should 
this campaign glide unprofitably away, every 
effort lately taken for the recovery of the half of 
Silefia would be loft, and all appearances of 
peace W6uld totally Vanifli. Such reafons de- 
termined the king to commit fomething to 
chance. He afted with more * daring temerity 
than he would have done under more favoura* 
ble circumftanccs. 

The enterprife which the Pruflians might at- 
tempt i-^lated to the attack of two difficult and 
formidable p6fts. That of Burkerfdorf defended 
the defile which leads through themountains from 
KSnigfberg, and ends on the plain at Oehmf- 
dorf. On each fide of this^ defile, fteep and 
rugged hills arife, which were fortified by cafe- 
jnated redoubts, and palifadoes, and furrounded 
by abatis. Three of thofe neareft Hohengierf- 
dorf communicated by an intrenchment. Ano- 
ther intrenchment then began, which clofed the 
bottom of the ftrait; and, proceeding upward, 
ended On the fummit of a mountain, fituaited 
toward Leutmannfdorf. O^Kelly defended thefc 
works with four thoufand men. The poft of 
Leutmannfdorf, though lefs fortified by art, 
prefented a front difficult of accefs, full of and 
interfered by ravins and hollow ways, and 
X 2 fup- 
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fupplying every obftaclc which rode nature call 
produce for the defence of grcmnd. This poft 
was in like manner guarded by four thouf^d 
Auftrians. 

(The i8di.) That the army might be in at 
condition to attack thefe pofts, it was firft necef- 
fary the troops (hould all change their pofition. 
Gablenz took thQ,camp of Trautlieberfdorf, in 
order to maik the departure c^ Wied for Bo- 
hemia. Knobloch quitted the camp of Seiten- 
dorf, and followed the route of Wied. They 
both defcended the hills into the plain at Frey- 
burg, and made the tour of Schweidnitz, which 
was blockaded by the cavahy of the king. Wied 
marched by night to Faulbruck; where he can- 
toned his troops. He was covered by Rohl, 
whom the king, during the whole campaign, 
bad placed, with a thoufand horfe, in that part, 
to obferve the enemy; fo that the Auftrians had 
no knowledge of the approach of the Pruffians, 
Knobloch, who paffed by night through Bun- 
zelwitz and Creyflau, marched on the morrow 
morning on the Idtof PolnifchWeiftritz; while 
Mollendorf, who came with his brigade, and 
ten battalions from the foot of the hills of Ho- 
hengierfdorf, inclined on the right of the vil- 
lage. By the jundVion of thefe two generals, 
^ king cut off ^e corps of Burkerfdorf, and 

con- 
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confequently the Auftrian army, from its com- 
munication with Schweidnitz, The corps of 
Wied wai dcftined to the attack of Lcutmannf- 
dorf; thofc of KnoWoch and Mollendorf to that 
of Burkerfdorf. 

That no precaution might be omitted which 
this plan required, we (hall remark that Man- 
tcufel had been previouily pofted on the emi* 
nence of Hohengierfdorf, where the heavy bat- 
teries that had been there ereded were em- 
ployed to take the intrenchments, occupied by 
O'Kclly, that were neareft this poft in the reaf. 
The prince of Wurtemberg, for Hill further fe- 
curity, was detached with twenty fquadrons, that 
during the aftion he might obfervc the pofts 
pf the Auflxians of Silberberg and Wartha, and 
that the enemy might not, from thefe, come on 
the back of Wicd, while he ftiould attack the 
pncniy at LcutmMinfdorf. 

Precautions concerning marihal Daun were 
alfo ncqeffary. He muft be employed during 
the attack and impeded from fending fuccour 
to the pofts that were to be carried. With 
this view Gablenz was ordered to make fomc 
demonftrations toward Braunau, that he might 
attrad the attention of the Imperialifts, and 
Hamin had orders to fkirmiih with the 
e^iemy's pofts toward Tannhaufpn. The granc} 

X3 V^f 
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army was to ftrike its tents, and to put itfclf in 
order of battle, and Mantfeufel had it in charge to 
harafs the pandours that were between his camp 
and the right of the Auftrians. Thefe various ob- 
jects, by which Daun ftiould be occupied^ would 
prevent him from penetrating the intents of the 
Pruflians, and would facilitate their execution. 

With rcfpeft to the attacks themfelves, i« 
was necelTary the aflault made by Wied ftiould 
precede that of MoUendorf ; becaufe that this 
general, in turning his pofition of Burkerfdorf, 
muft neceflarily prefent his flank to the Auftri- 
ans, pofted at Leutmannfdorf; and ftiould Wied 
have the misfortune to be repulfed, the corps of 
MoUendorf would then be expofed to tpta^ 
deflxuaion. 

On the night of the 20th, MoUendorf feiz€4 
on the caftle of .Oehmfdorf, where he took fifty 
prifoners. There was need of this caftle, th$ 
nearer to approach the foot of the mountains ; 
where, on that very night, trenches wer^ opened. 
Batteries were here conftrufted for forty howitzers 
and twelve twelve-pfounders. The howitzer^ 
were to be employed to bombard the redoubts, 
and the artillery to fweep the defile, through 
which O^Kelly might receive fuccour from the 
Imperial army. This general imagined himfelf 
in ai} mipregnable. poft, and was in the utmoft 

fccurity* 
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fecunty. He attributed the motions of the 
Pruffians entirely to their intention of befieging 
Schweidnitz, and imagined every ftep they 
was a preparatory approach to that fiege. 

On the 2 1 ft, at break of day, Wied lodged 
himfelf on a fmall hill, oppofite and near to tho 
poft of Leutmannfdorf. Here he erefted a bat- 
tery of thirty pieces of heavy artillery, fuftained 
by a line of fourteen battalions. Under the 
proteftion of this fire, Lottum with his brigade 
glided through a hollow way on the right, which 
led to the back of the enemy. This was feconded 
by a fimilar manoeuvre on the left. The inarch 
of the prince of Bernbui^ was covered by ravins 
and bufhes, and was direded to the right flank 
of the Imperialifts. The enemy, taken in flank 
and rear by the Pruffians, made but a feeble 
refiftance. Wied at the fame time advanced on 
their fi*ont, and the intrcnchment was carried at 
the firft effort. The viftors from thence drovo 
the vanquiftied immediately as for as Henrichau, 
Heidelberg, and Haufdorf. Drentano, whom 
Daun, in defpite of all the appearances that had 
been given him, ftill had fent to fuccour this 
poft; Brentano, I repeat, airived too late, and 
was carried away among the fugitive Auftrians, 
who had juft then been beaten at Lcutmannf-. 
^orf. 

5C4 N% 
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No fooner was Wicd mafter of the heights 
than the PrulHan batteries <rf Oehmfiiorf began 
to play upon the enemy. Fifteen hundred dra- 
goons whom O'Kelly had placed before his in- 
fentry, in a bottom, who expeded nothing lefs 
than an attack, and who had difmounted, find- 
ing themfelvcs fuddenly played upon from bat- 
teries which they had not perceived, over- 
whelmed their own infantry, threw it into dif- 
order, and hurried it with them, pell-mell, 
quite to the Imperial army. 

By the flight of thefe troops, the redoubts of 
this poft remained but feebly garni(bed. M61- 
lendorf immediately on his left threw himfelf 
into the wood which communicates with tho 
woods of Leutmannfdorf ; and, turning O^Kelly 
from the hills, diflodged the enemy, after fcxne 
refiftance. The Paiflian infantry fet fire to the 
palifadoes of a redoubt which the Auftrians con- 
tinued to hold, and which they were thus con- 
ftrained at length to abandon. O'Kelly, not- 
withftanding this attack, maintained himfelf on 
the eminence which is on the right of the roa4 
firom Polnifch Weiftritz to Konigfberg. Tq 
oblige him to- quit this remaining part of hi$ 
pofition, MoUendorf ereded a battery on the 
hill that he had carried, and the forty howitzer^ 
were brought up near the foot of the mountain, 

whence 
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whence the enemy was not yet diflodged. Man* 
teufel, at the fame time, came on the back of 
the intrenchments that were near his poft of 
Hohengierfdorf. Thefe cannonades, in front, 
in flank, and in rear, forced thf enemy at 
length to retire. 

ThePruflians by their vs^rioui attacks tooktwo 
thoufand prifon?rs. The garrifon of Schweid- 
nitz indeed made a faily during the a6tion; bvrt: 
the cavalry by which it was oppofed, and fomo 
yoUies of artillery, induced it to re-enter the 
place in tolerable hafte. 

In confequence of the manceuvre that had 
been executed by Wied, who now was near 
Heidelberg, the Imperial army was in fome 
planner cut off from the county of Glatz, Mar- 
Ihal Daun, convinced of the neceffity of chang- 
ing his pofition, decamped the fame night. He 
fuppcMted his right on the Eule, the higheft 
mountain of the vicinity, whence his front ei^- 
tended by Wuften-Walterfdorf, and Tannhau- 
fen, to Jauernick. The referve of that army^ 
under the command of Laudon, covered the 
left, and took its pofition between Wuften* 
(jierfdorf and Braunau. 

Wied affumed a camp oppofite the right of 
the Imperialifts, and occupied that chain of hills 
that extends from Tafche^dorf to Heidelberg, 

Manteufel 
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concxir to promote this plan. The king had not 
a man too much for the enterprife ; and, as 
fbon as this (hould be accomplifh^, it would 
then be in his power to employ his ^roops cU^-» 
where. 

To be convinced of the necirffity of the re* 
union of the army, we need but enumerate the 
different corps againft which the Pruflians had to 
make head. That is to fay, the army of marflial 
Daun, the corps of Laudon, of Haddick, of Bren- 
tanb, of Beck, and of EUerichhaufen ; befide 
the detachments of Silberberg and Warth^ ; tho 
whole amounting to feventy thoufand men. Al- 
though the army of the king was nearly equal 
in ftrength, ftill we muft dedud the tropp$ 
drafted off for the fiege of Schweidnitz ; and we 
muft efpecially refleft on the extent of ground, 
infinitely more great than that of the enemy,^ 
which the Pruflians occupied. The king might 
alfo well expeft efforts would be made by the 
Imperialifts for the relief of Schweidnitz, ancj 
thefe it was neceflary he fliould be able to op- 
pofe with promptitude. Thus, notwitbftandin^ 
Warner had obtained various advantages over 
Beck in Moravia, he was commanded to retire^ 
and join the prince of Wurtemberg, on the ift 
of Auguft, in the camp of Peterfwalde. The 
prince of Bevern, who followed, arrived at 

Neifs, 
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Neifs, Bl the fame time, where he coVercd the 
convoy of ammunition, that was collefted for 
the liege of Schweidnitz. 

Tauenzien, to whom the diredion of thi$ 
fiege was confided, then departed with a fimilv 
convoy from Breflau, to march to the environs 
of Schweidnitz. He invefted the town, on the 
4th of Auguft ; and the tranches were opened 
the 7th. They began at the brick-kiln, andm^ 
clined toward Wurbcn, to include the poiygoa: 
of Jauernick, toward which the attack was di- 
refted. The governor made a lally on the fame 
day, but which did not anfwer his cxped:adon* 
Reitzenftein with his dragoons fell on the A»« 
flirian ini^try, and repulfed it to the town bar* 
riers. » 

From this time it was the opinion of the king 
that, (hould Daun attempt to fuccour the forcrcls, 
he would no doiibt march by Silberberg, Wartha, 
and Langen-Bielau. This was the naoft ccai- 
venient road ; for, (hould he take the route of 
Landlhut, he would have every kind of incon- 
venience to encounter. He had withdrawn bis 
magazine from Braunau, which would render the 
tranfport of provifions difficult, in Aat part; 
that road is befide the bageft, and on Mihkh 
his attempts might be moft eafil^ prevented;: 
9k^ Hi which, by marching paft Silbetber^, he 

would 
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^otild at the fame time fcover Glatz, might erri* 
ploy the detachments that occupied the defiles, 
and would be, at all times, certain of a retreat^ 
becaufe he woiiid have two well- fortified pofts 
in his rear. 

Convinced by this rfeafoning, the king re- 
moved his head quarters to Peterfwalde, where 
he was joined by the brigade of Mdllendorf 
The canip which the king affumed touched, as 
we may fay, the left of Wied. The brigade of 
Nimfchewfky was placed on a hill of the defiled 
of Steinfeifferfdorf, by*" which it covered the 
brigade of Knobloch, which formed the extre- 
mity of the camp of Tafchendorf. The infantry 
of the king extended behind the ravin of Peterf- 
walde, and his cavalry occupied the ground 
which, in the front of Peifkerfdorf, goes^ toward 
Faulbruck. The prince of Bevern arrived^ on 
the morrow, from Neifs, by a forced march, and 
a camp was affigned him beyond Reichenbach, on 
the heights of Mittelpeile, toward Gnadenfrey. 
The pofition of this fmall a^my made a kind of 
angle; one line of which, defcending from 
Steinfeifferfdorf, was prolonged in the direftion 
of Reichenbach ; where the other, turning by 
the hills of Peila, ended at a confiderablc cf- 
carpment* The town of Reichenbach, fituated 
3 between 
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between thefe two camps, was the precife angu* 
Jar point. 

TJie above pofition had evefy advantage that 
could be wiflied : it covered Wied by the cam^ 
at Peterfwalde, who without that precaution might 
have been turned by the enemy ; and the corps 
of the prince of Bevern prevented the Auftf tan^, 
on leaving the mountains, from inclining to the 
hill xnf Zobten, whence they might fupport 
Schweidnitz, and confequently caufe the fiege to 
be raifed. Thus the enemy, on that fide, was rcr 
duced either to make a circuit through Nimptfch, 
which would give tlie Pruflians fufficient tim« 
to prevent their attempts at PfafFendorf, or 
to attack the poft of Peila, which was good, 
and where the prince of Bevern might honour- 
ably maintain himfelf. Befide, let it be fuppofed 
that the Imperialifts (hould take the route of 
Landlhut, to fuccour Schweidnitz, ftill they could 
not defcend into the plain till they had firft made 
two long marches ; inftead of which the troops 
of the king might remove in fix hours from 
Peterfwalde to Freyburg, where a camp had 
been prepared to cover, (hould it be found ne- 
ceflTary, the fiege of Schweidnitz, on that fide* 
The reafon why the king did not occupy the 
heights of the Hutberg, and of the Kletfchberg, 
was that neither of the fituations cgrrefponded 

to 
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to his two principal objedts ; that is to fay they 
did not cover the flank of Wied, and the fiege. 
The Hutberg and Kletfchberg are before the 
defile of Biela^ where the enemy had a fortified 
poft, and which, extending to the Eule, would 
give him an opportunity of coming on the rear 
of the pofition aflumed with the whole army. 
This might occafion the worft of confequences. 
As thefe hills, befide, were too diftant from the 
pofition of the Pruflians to injure them, it was 
certain that the Auflxians, by occupyii^ them, 
could gain no kind of advantage. 

Scarcely had the prince of Beverh joined the 
corps of the king before Beck, who followed 
and obferved him, appeared cm the Kletfchberg. 
He did not however think proper to remain there 
long, and redred to Silberberg. The huflars of 
Moring fell upon his rear-guard, and took a lieu- 
tenant-colonel, with fome men and baggJ^c- 
We have already faid the Auftrians had an in- 
trenched poft, in the defile erf* the mountains, 
which opens at the village of Langen-Bielau. 
Two thirds of this village were occupied by the 
Pruflians, garniftied by the volunteers of Hordt, 
and ferved as a pofl: of information. Detach- 
ments of huflars had been fent beyond on the 
Hutberg and the Spitzberg : it was however 
forefeen that thevenemy, leaving the mountains, 

would 
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Would chufe this ground for his camp ; and^ as 
it had been determined to fufFer him to remain 
there, only light detachments had been fent, 
that were in readincfs to retire on the firft 
fignaL 

It fo happened that every thing which had 
been predided came to pafs. On the i6th of 
Auguft marflial Daun entered thefe vallies, with 
his different columns* His van-guard ikir- 
mifhed with a detachment of Langen-Bielau, 
which retired in good order to the royal army. 
The marflial^ at the head of forty battalions and 
as many fquadrons, affumed his camp, which he 
extended from the Hutberg toward Heiderfdorf. 
Beck, at the fame time, occupied the Kletfch* 
berg, with twelve battalions and twenty fqua* 
drons. As the Imperialifts had confiderably 
difgarnilhed their pofts on the mountains, to af* 
fcmble this army, there was no riik in doing the 
like; for which reafon the king called in the 
brigades of Ramin and Saldern, ftrengthened by 
which his corps, including that of the prince of 
Bevern, confided of twenty-eight battalions and 
eighty fquadrons. Truth however demands we 
fliould add that thefe brigades did not come up 
till the evening, when the aftion was over. 

The king had previoufly made difpofitions for 
the reciprocal defence of his two camps, and 

Y had 
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had agreed widi the prince of Bevern that they 
(hould mutually fend each other ^d. Theroocb 
had been enlarged^ and communications pre- 
pared. The arrangement was that, whichever 
of the two corps (hould be affauked by the foe, 
that corps (hould be confined to the (imple de* 
fence of its camp, while the other (hould haftcn 
to its fuccour, and a6t offcnfively. The ground 
was moft happily adapted to this manoeuvre; 
forfuppofing the corps of Peterfwalde to be 
attacked,[the prince of Bevern naturally marcphcd 
on the right flank and the rear of the foe ; an^ 
if, on the contrary, the corps of Peila were af- 
fauked, the king made a fimilar motion with hi$ 
troops on the left of the Imperialifts. 

Toward noon it was perceived that the de(tgn 
of the mar(hal was to attack the prince of Se- 
vern, His whole forces inclined to the right, 
oppo(ite the camp of Peila; and, had he in- 
tended to come to aftion with the corps of 
Peterfwalde, he ought to have (lengthened hi$ 
left, and extended his troops to the pafles of the 
mountains. There was no infantry on that (ide* 
All that appeared on the right of the king only 
confifted in fome fquadrons of huflars, which 
could not attrad any attention. 

Certain that on the very day, or the folfowing 
ni^t,t here would be a combat with the enemy, 

the 
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the king kept his infantry under arms, his horfes 
ready faddled and bridled, and his light artillery 
near the cavdry. He went to reconnoitre the 
advanced pofts. Scarcely had he arrived before 
he faw the tents of the prince of Bevern flxuck ; 
and his cannon was heard. Major Oftin, who 
was there ready with a dlitachment of five hun- 
dred huffars, was inftantly fent to join the corps 
of Peik; and the prince of Wurtemberg put 
hiaifelf at the head of five regiments of cavalry, 
with a brigade of light artillery- Mollendorf 
had orders to march there with his brigade. 
The king took with him the regiment of Werner, 
that he might with the greater expedition arrive 
on the field of battle. Zietheh, in the mean 
time, aflbmed the command of the corps of 
Peterfwalde, to prevent any misfortune from 
happening on that fide. When the king had 
paflled Reichenbachj he difcovered the whole 
pofition in which the enemy attacked the prince 
of Bevern. Lafcy had pafled the village of 
Peila, with fix battalions, kept concealed behind 
a hill on which he had erefted a battery of twenty 
pieces of artillery. Other battalions prcfented 
themfelves on the fide of Gnadenfrey; and 
they in like manner had formed a grand battery 
in their front. Their defign was to draw the 
attention of the prince of Bevern that way, 
y a that 
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that he might not perceive the manoeuvre of 
Beck^ who was gliding through the woods to 
fall on his rear. O'Donnel had> at the fame 
time, marched with forty fquadrons^ frdm the 
village of Peila, to cover the left flank of Lafcy, 
The cavalry of Lentulus, which belonged to 
the corps of the prince of Bevern, and the 
huffars of Oftin, had already three times repulfed 
the Imperial cuirafficrs in this village. . The 
prince of Wurtemberg in the interim came up, 
and incontinently formed on the flank of the 
foe. O'Donnel had no good pofition to take. 
If he prefented his front to the prince of Severn, 
the prince of Wurtemberg would fall upon his 
flank ; and if he faced the corps of the latter, 
Lentulus would come upon his right; add to 
which, he had the artillery of the prince of Be* 
vern in his rear. 

While he was under this difficulty, of which 
his cuirafliers were very fenfible, O'Donnel re- 
ceived a volley from fifteen fix-pounders of the 
light artillery, of which a battery had haftily been 
formed. This completely confufed his men. 
The regiment of Werner, fupported by that of 
Czetteritz, at the fame time charged the Impe- 
rial cavalry; and after a hot conteft drove it be- 
yond the village of Peila. The flight of the 
horfe weakened the flank of Lafcy, who then 

had 
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had fears for his infantry, and haftened to make 
his retreat. Beck, who was engaged with the 
prince of Severn, gave ground. The brigade 
of MoUendorf came up, but too late, for the 
enemy was retreating on all fides. 

This affair coft the Auftrians fifteen hundred 
horfe. The Pruflians only loft four hundred 
men, of the regiment of the margrave Henry, 
which fignalized itfelf on that day, having fin- 
gly made head againft the whole corps of 
Beck. 

Marihal Daun, diffatisfied with the failure of 
his attempt, did not think proper to remain any 
longer on the Hutbcrgj having apprehenfions 
perhaps for his pofts of the mountains, which 
he had weakened. On the morrow evening, 
the 1 7th, he retired by Wartha and Glatz , to 
Scharfeneck, where he remained till the clofe 
of the campaign, without affording the Jeaft 
fymptom of life. 

The king purfued the Auftrians; but, as 
this hilly country, abounding in paffes and ri- 
vulets, is little proper for purfuit, he did them 
no injury. His majcfty contented himfelf with 
ordering Werner to advance to Habensdorf^ 
that he might there obferve the pofts of Silber- 
berg and Wartha. 

Thefe various motions had been injurious tq 
Y3 tb# 
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the fiege of Schweidnitz, which was not fo far 
advanced as it ought to have been. The go- 
vernor, Guafco, however began to augur ill 
concerning defence, after the check fo lately 
received by marlhal Daun. He therefore made 
an attempt to obuin an advantageous capitula- 
tion, and the freedom of his garrifon. During 
this negotiation, Laudon had adroitly caufed 
his emiffaries tafall into the hands of the Pruf- 
fians, who were charged with letters for the go- 
vernor, containing all the grand projefts which 
the Imperial army was to execute for his deliver- 
ance. But, however defirous the king was of 
fpeedily recovering the town, two r^afons pre- 
vented him from confenting to the capitulation 
the governor offered. The firft was founded on 
what Laudon had written, the year before, in 
pofitive terms, to the margrave Charles, to 
whom the correfpondence of the army was com- 
mitted, relative to the execution of the cartel, 
when he affirmed that his court held itfelf under 
no obligation of keeping its word, or fiilfiUing 
its engagements, with the king of Pruffia, either 
relative to the exchange of prifoners, or any other 
objedt. This was urged in anfwer to Guafco ; 
who was told that his promifed word, for him- 
felf and garrifon, not to ferve for one year againft 
the troops of his majefty, could not be accepted, 

after 
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after the formal declaration made by the court 
of Vienna, and contained in the letter of Laudon. 
The real reafon, but which was not alleged, was 
that it would have been a capital fault to have 
fuffcred ten thoufand men to leave a town which 
foon muft be taken ; for, by reftoring this gar- 
xifon to the Imperialifts, their army would have 
acquired an additional ten thoufand men ; while 
that of the king miift have been enfeebled, by 
at leaft four thoufand, who muft have been left 
to garrifon the place j fo that the Pruffian army 
would, in the whole, have been rendered four- 
teen thoufand men inferior to that of the Au- 
ftrian. 

Negotiation was interrupted and the fiegc con- 
tinued. Hither the king came in perfon, on 
the 2oth of September, that the operations 
might be carried on with the greater vigour, 
Le Fevre afted as chief engineer to the Pruffians# 
He was oppofed by one of the firft engineers of 
his time, named Griboval, who defended the 
place. Le Fevre attempted to burft the mines 
of the befieged by employing the new invented 
globe g( compreffion. Griboval burft two of 
thefe, and Le Fevre knew not how to proceed. 
The king was obliged to interfere in the direc- 
tion of the fiegc, and the minutiae of labour. 
The third parallel was immediately prolonged j 

y 4 a bat- 
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a battery was there ercfted in breach; ricochet 
batteries wcreraifed at the brick-kiln; and ano- 
ther battery thrown up on the Kuhberg, which 
played on the back of the works. Some breaches 
of the mines of the befieged were blown up. 
The garrifon made two fallies, and diflodged 
the Pruffians from a crowned funnel, from which 
they wilbed to extend new breaches. This con- 
ted prolonged the fiege, for it was here neceffary 
to make fubterranean war. Moft of the artil- 
lery however of the town was either damaged 
or difmounted ; provifions began to be fcarce ; 
and the enemy would, for thit reafon, have liir- 
rendered, had not a bomb fallen before the 
powder magazine of the fort of Jauernick 
(Oftober the 8th) the^depr of which by chance 
was open, which fet f?re to the powder, blew up a 
part of the fort, and killed three hundred of the 
Auftrian grenadiers. This accident, which open- 
ed the town, obliged the governor to beat the 
chamade. 

Schweidnitz capitulated on the 9th. Guafco 
and his garrifon, nine thoufand ftrong, fur- 
rendered prifoners of war, and were fent into 
Pruffia. Knobloch was entrufted with the go- 
vernment of the place ; and Wied departed for 
Saxony, with a heavy detachment, to reinforce 
prince Henry. 

Thus 
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Thus ended the campaign of Silefia, not fo 
fortunately as at the commencement might have 
been prefumed, but better than could have been 
hoped, after the late revolution in Rufila. The 
king gave the command of the troops in Silefia 
to the prince of Severn; and fent Ramin, 
MoUendorf, and Lentulus, with their brigades 
into Lufatia, to occupy the environs of Gorlitz, 
and to give the Auftrians apprehenfions for, 
Zittau, and Bohemia, in order to facilitate the 
operations of prince Henry. The army of Si- 
lefia entered into cantonments, near the in- 
trenched camp that it had held all the campaign, 
and which during winter the king was fatisfied 
with guarding by detachments, that were relieved 
weekly, after which his majefly perfonally re- 
paired to Saxony. 

While Wied is occupied in traverfing Lufatia, 
we fhall recommence the narrative of the cam- 
paign of prince Henry, which we (hall continue 
till the arrival of this fuccour. 

We left the prince employed in denfcnging the 
projefts of Serbelloni; and Seidlitz engaged 
with the troops of the circles, whom he drove 
from Vogtland, as far as the margraviate of Ba- 
reuth. His highnefs wiftied to take fatisfadtion 
(June) for the infults the enemy had attempted 
to give his pofts. But, as he might not venture 

to 
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to dare them in the formidable pofitions in which 
they had fixed thcmfclves, he propofed to take 
his revenge, by making diverfions into Bohemia* 
With this view Kleift marched over the Bafberg, 
and fpread terror through the circle of Saatz. 
The alarm prefently reached Scrbelloni, who 
fent Blonquet, at the head of four thoufand 
men, to the relief of Bohemia. This general 
caufed the road of Einfiedel to be intrenched, 
where he placed fome men, and fixed himfelf 
at Dux, with the main body of his detachment. 
The army of the circles, on the other part, 
had approached OelfhitZi whence it took the 
road for Schncdberg, and marched along the 
frontiers of Saxony, with intent to join Blon- 
quet. Kleift, who Scarcely had returned out of 
Bohemia, was obliged to march back, that be 
might fender this projeft abortive. He affem- 
bled the detachment chat was to ferve under 
him, . near Porfchenftein, forced the intrcnch- 
ment of Einfiedel (July) and took four hundred 
men, and one field-piece. H« thence fell on 
the dragoons of Bathyani, that had come to the 
aid of the troops he had beaten, and put them 
to the rout ; after which he purfued Blonquet j 
who, on his approach, retired from Dux to 
Toplitz* Hpre he left him ; and marched full 
fpecd toward the Bafberg, where he fell on the 

flank 
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flank of the army of the circles, which imme- 
diately retreated for Annabefg, afterward to 
Hof, and finally toward Bareuth. 

Prince Henry, hearing this, refolved to fend 
a more confiderable corps into Bohemia, and 
to profit by the abfence of the troops of the 
cirdes, to cffedt fomcthing of confequence. His 
intention was to chafe die enemy from Toplitz, 
and take Altenberg ; that he might by this meanp 
turn the poft of Dippoldifwalda, which muft 
have nec^flarily then been abandoned by the 
Impcrialifts. Seidlitz, to whom the execution 
of this plan was committed, thought proper 
when he departed only to leave Schulenburg 
with five hundred horfe, in prefence of the 
prince of Stolberg, and the airmy of the empire 
as a corps of obfervation, and entered Bohemia 
with his dctachmeht. After a forced march, he 
arrived, on the 31ft, at Commotau. Kleift 
penetrated to this place, on the ift of Auguft, 
by the village of Gorck. All the pofts of infor- 
mation of the enemy were put to flight. Seidlitz, 
on the fame day, reconnoitred the camp of 
Toplitz, which he made preparations to attack. 
On the morrow he intended to occupy a height 
which the Imperialifts had neglefted to feize. 
By an unexpcdled fingularity, it happened that 
the Pruffians werexlimbing this hill, on one fide, 

and 
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and the Auftrians on the other. The enemy 
having occupied it firft, by this means gained 
the advantage of ground; and Lowenftein^ who 
commanded the Auftrians, having received re- 
inforcements during the aftion, the Pruffians 
were repulfcd with the lofs of four hundred 
men, and two field-picces. Seidlitz had only 
fent four battalions to the attack ; the foe had 
twelve : numbers were of neceffity vi&orious* 
This corps, which could not afterward accom- 
plifti its purpofe, retired into Saxony, and in- 
trenched itfelf at Porfchenftein. Though the 
attempt of prince Henry was not fortunate, his 
fucceffive enterprifes, during the month of Au- 
guft, prevented the jundtion of the army of the 
empire and that of the Auftrians. 

The prince of Stolberg, having only five 
hundred horfe to oppofc, not finding in thefe 
any obftacle to impede his afting, marched his 
army from Bareuth to Caden, where he was 
joined by colonel Torreck. The Pruffian army 
of Saxony had in like manner been joined by 
Belling, who was immediately fent to aft in 
Vogtland j whence this general, profiting by 
the abfence of the prince of Stolberg, made an 
incur^on into Bohemia, with an intent to call 
him back. Coming fuddenly before the gates 
of Egra, he made fome difcharges from his 

artillery 
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aftiUery on the town ; and the feeble garrifon, 
by which it was defended, was on the point of 
furrendering to his huflars. But prince Henry had 
need of his corps in another place; he was 
obliged to march into Lufatia^ to oppofe Lu<- 
ziniky, who was hovering with a detachment 
on the fide of Elfterwerda and Senftenberg, 
and to whom grand defigns were attributed^ 

However litde the progrefs of the Pruffians 
hitherto had been, this progrefs had not failed 
to irritate the court of Vienna; which, fupremely 
diffatisfied with the incurfions they had made 
into Bohemia, threw the whole blame on the 
Imperial generals. The emprefs queen was 
particularly angry that Serbelloni efFeded no^* 
thing, with the numerous forces under his com- 
mand. He was accufed for not having poflefled 
either capacity or vigilance fufficient to cover the 
kingdom of Bohemia. This difcontent occa- 
fioned his recall; and the court fent general 
Haddick, as his fubftitute, who had been brought 
into favour by marftial Daun. 

The prince of Stolberg, who during this 
time ftill continued his march, pafled by T6- 
plitz and Gieftiubel, and joined the Imperial 
army not far from Drefden, nearly about the 
time that Haddick affumed the command. The 
new commander wi(bed to fignalizc his arrival 

by 
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by fomc efFcftivc ftroke; and, on the 27th of 
/ September, ordered i general attack to be made 

on all the detached pofts of the camp of Pret- 
fchendorf. Butler, in cffedl, farced fome in- 
trenched pofts in the wood of the Tharand, that 
were defended by free battalions; while the 
prince of Lowenftein, whofe corps had arrived 
from Bohemia, obliged Kleift to retreat for 
Seyda, On the morrow, prince Henry drove 
Butler from the pofts he had conquered ; and 
Seidlitz forced three thoufand Auftrians to quit 
the bottom of Frauenftein, where they had 
lodged themfelves the day before. 

(September) The advantages gained on this 
fide did not prevent Lowenftein^ from repulfing 
ftill farther the troops under Kleift, nor froni 
eftablifhing himfelf at Seyda. The pofition he 
aflumed here cxpofed the Pruflian ovens of 
Freyberg to be taken ; and prince Henry, at 
the fame time, was encumbered by an enemy on 
his rear. The ground the prince had to defend 
was befide fo extenfive that, let the enemy at- 
tack on which fide he would, in full force, he 
muft have been fuperior. Thefe motives in- 
duced his highnefs to quit the vicinage of 
Pretfchendorf, and to encamp at Freyberg, be- 
• hind the Mulde; which he executed on tiie 3 ift 

of September. Generals Forcade and Hulfen, 

on 
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On the fame day, again took the camp of MeiiTen 
and the Katzenhaeufer. Belling (O6kober) who 
had been recalled from Lu(atia was detached 
with Kleift to the village of Hartmannfdorf ; ^ 
whence he advanced to Grofs-Schirna, to de- 
fend tfie ford againft Lowenftein, who had 
taken poft behind the rivulet and the village of 
Chemnitz. 

The camp of Freyberg, which prince Henry 
had taken, had ftill the defeft of being too ex- 
tenfive ; or, more properly fpeaking, the army 
had that of not being fufficiently numerous. All 
the fords of the Mulde were to be defended, 
and particularly the right flank, which faced 
the village of Brandt, and looked toward the 
Rathflieide, Befide the defence of this vaft 
fpacc, the communication between the corps of 
the Katzenhsufer and Meiflen was. to be afcer- 
tained by occupying the poft of Noflen. Hul- 
fen and Forcade had not more than fourteen 
battalions to maintain the banks of the Tripfche; 
fo that we may affirm a fmgle man might not 
be detached without totally difgarnilhing the 
army. The prince had refolved to intrench 
his camp, but he could neither coUeft fufficient 
workmen, nor tools enough for a labour fo 
great; fo that the works that had been planned 
were fcarcely begun. 

Such 
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Such was the fituation of affairs when^ on th€ 
morning of the I4th^ Ried appeared with fifteei^ 
battalions oppofite Hulfen^ on the heights o£ 
Seligenfledt. The centre ofthe army of Haddick 
inclined^ at the fame time^ for Niederfchone ^ 
the troops of the circles encamped at the village 
of Chemnitz ; Campitelli formed at the village 
of Weiflenbom. On the extremity of the right 
of his royal highnefs^ and exclufive of the corps 
we have juft mentioned, Klefeld marched with 
five thoufand horfe againfl Belling, to diflodge 
him from Hartmannfdorf* Belling mad6 a 
feigned retreat ; but, fuddenly facing about, he 
charged the enemy with fuch fury that he put 
him to flight, and recovered his poft. The 
two armies pafTed the night under arms. 

The enemy, on the narrow, made a ferious 
attack on all the pafles of the Mulde, and was 
repulfed on every fide by the Pruflians. Im- 
mediately after the aflailants had retired, prince 
Henry repaired to his right. It was evening, 
and began to be dark ; but how great was his 
furprife to perceive the confufion which reigned 
there ! Belling had been driven from his poft. 
The prince of Stolberg had profited by the mo- 
qient to occupy the Rathfwald, by which he 
came on the flank and rear of the Pruffians. 
This very confiderable derangement obliged 

his 
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his highnefe to abandon his pofition, which 
tinder fuch circumftances was no longer tenable* 
At midnight he departed, and marched his army 
in three columns to gain the Cellifche-Wald, 
without inciting fufpicion in the enemy, who tef- 
tified no defire to diftiarb his retreat. The troops 
were barracked in the foreft (the i6th) to pre-» 
ferve them from the cold. On the morrow, 
they took a more advantageous pofition, between 
Reichberg and Voigtfberg. Haddick, with the 
-main army, remained on the Landfberg, and the 
tfoops of the cirdes, reinforced by Campitelli, 
intrenched themfelves round Freyberg, where 
they foon were to be joined by Maquire* 

On the other fide, Wied wa^ on the foil 
march* He approached Bautzen, and was to 
occupy the heights of Weiffig, to advance on 
the White Stag, where he would come on the 
back of the poll of Bockfberg, and might bom- 
bard the new city of Drefden. This diverfion 
had been given him in command^ that he might 
obhge Haddick to fend a flxong detachipent 
beyond the Elbe, in order that prince Henry 
might have time to breathe, and to re-eftablifh 
his affairs. But marlhal Daun, having perfeftly 
divined the intention of the king, had fent prince 
Albert of Saxony, with ^ detachment of twelve 

Z battalions 
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I battalions and fifteen fquadrons^ to keep pace 

with Wied, that Haddick might ftill pl-efervc 
his fuperiority ia Saxony. Prince Albert tra- 
verfed Zittau, and gained the heights of Weiffig 
before the Pruffians. Wied, having thus filled 
in his attempt, fell back for Radeberg, whence 
he turned for Grofs-Dobritz, that he might ap- 
proach the Elbe, and join the army of his royal 
highnefs, after having pafTed the river. 

While thefe things happened in Lufatia, the 
prince meditated an attack by which he pro- 
mifed to revenge himfelf on his foe. It was 
neceffary to drive the Imperialifts and the troops 
of the circles from the hills of Saxony, as well 
becaufe they were needful for the fubfiilence of 
his troops, during winter, as becaufe it was im* 
portant not to lofe ground when peace was ex- 
pedked. Was it not alfo Aeceflary to avenge the 
honour of the Pniffian arms ? And might he 
not reafonably fear that, (hould he give the prince 
of Stolberg time to receive fuccour, this prince 
himfelf would undertake fome expedition againft 
Pruflia ? Prudence, honour, interefl, politics, all 
united to induce him to anticipate the enemy ; 
and his highnefs was not tardy in the execution 
of his projeft. 

The prince began his march on the 28di of 
Odober. His right peflcd the villages of Braunf- 

dorf 
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tlorf and Hcnnerfdorf. His left, after leaving 
the defile of Grune, divided into two corps j 
one of which halted at Hennerfdorf, and the 
other at Grofs-Schirna. Thefe troops were 
again in motion on the 29th. The eittremity 
of the left, which was to attraft the attention of 
the enemy, was formed by Forcade, on the 
height of Grofs-Schima. Belling drove the 
Imperialifts from the wood of the Struht, and 
eftahliflied himfelf there with two battalions and 
ten fquadrons* This pofition gave the elder 
Stutterheim the means of creating batteries, 
againft the redoubts that the army of the circles 
tad near Walterfdorf. The right of the Prut 
lians continued its march, and left this battery 
and the wood of the Struht on the left. Kleift, 
with his van-guard, was obliged to rid himfelf 
of two abatis, maintained by Croats, and to dif- 
lodge thefe troops that he might open himfelf a 
road to the column of his highnefs. 

'The prince of Stolberg and Campitelli had 
formed in order of battle round Freyberg. Their 
right was fupportcd at Tutendprf ; their left, 
which extended behmd the defile of Walterf- 
dorf, proceeded to the Spittlewald. They had 
befide conftrufted redoubts on the heights of 
Curbitz, which they had furrounded with abatis. 
The nmrch of prince Henry led diredly on the 
Z % back 
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back of this pofition, which the prince of Stol* 
berg no fooncr perceived than he employed his 
fecond line to fill the void, that remained be- 
tween his left and the height of the Drey-Crcut- 
^en Three thoufand paces from this army, 
between the Brandt and Erbifdorf, another corps 
was perceived, confifting of about fix thoufand 
men, which prefented itfelf on thefe heights, 
commanded by one general Mayer. 

The Pruflians already were at the Spittlewald* 
Their attack was vigorous, and they took % 
whole Imperial battalion of Wied. Duringf- 
hofen and Manftein were polled at this wood, 
between the village of St. Michael and die 
Spitdewald, with four battalions and fix fqua- 
drons, to keep the corps of this general Mayer 
in check. Thefe precautions taken, the Pruf- 
fian grenadiers paffed the part of the wood that 
lies neareft to' the village of St. Michael, and 
formed in order of battle, oppofite the height of 
the Drey-Creutzer. The grenadiers, fupported 
by cuirafliers and dragoons, attacked the foe ; 
and, after a fire that conrinued nearly an hour 
and a half, they were viAorious. Seidlitz with 
his cavalry then fell on the fiigitives, whom he 
continued to capture to the xttj gates of 
preyberg. 

The 
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The troops of the circles now abandoned the 
redoubts on the fide of Walterfdorf. Stutter* 
heim feized the moment to pafs this defile, and 
let loofe his cavalry on the routed; by which the 
confufion and flight of the vanquifhed were 
augmented. Butler, who had not pafTed t;he 
Mulde, having hitherto remained a fpeftator of 
the battle, wifhed to gain honour on the field ; 
and fent, but too late, the regiment of Jofeph- 
Eflerhazy, to fuccour the troops of the circles. 
The whole regimcait was taken. At length the 
prince of Stolberg, Campitelli, Mayer, and But- 
ler himfelf, all fled to Frauenflein, where they 
-fcarcely thought themfelves in fafety. 

The enemy in this battle lofl thirty pieces of 
artillery, fixty-fix officers, and near eight thou- 
fand men ; four thoufand of whom were taken 
by his royal highnefs. The lofs of the Pruffians 
did not amount to a thoufand, becaufe they met 
with no very obftinate refiftance. They were 
only twenty-nine battalions and fixty fquadrons 
fbrong. The enemy they had to combat, ex- 
clufive of the advantage of ground, had he 
known how to defend this advantage, had forty- 
nine battalions and feventy-eight fquadrons. Bvit 
military fuccefs depends more on the capacity of 
the general than on the number of his troops. 
Ix would be fuperfluous here to write the pane- 
Z 3 gync 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



34^ POSTHUMOtTS WORKS. 

gyric of prince Henry of Pruffia; the beft 
eulogium that can be beftowed on him is the 
recital of his adions. The intelligent will hei-c 
eafily remark that happy combination of pru- 
dence- and audacity, fo uncommon and fo much 
to be defired, which affembles and unites moft 
of the perfeftions that nature can accord to form 
a great captain. 

After the vidory, the prince cleared the bank* 
oftheWilde-Weiftritz of the few enemies that ftill 
remained ; which gave fb hot an alarm to Haddick 
that he immediately caufed the troops of prince 
Albert to pafs the Elbe, and fent a confiderabic 
reinforcement to the prince of Stolberg, to en- 
able him to maintain his poiition of Frauenftein. 
On the I ft of November, Wied arrived at the 
camp of Schlettau, to the relief of HuHen, whofe 
corps joined the army of his royal highncfs. 
riaten was made to advance, and paffed the 
Mulde with a corps of nine thoufand men. Bel- 
ling likewife advanced between Saffclbach and 
Burkerfdorf, where he nightly lighted fires, as if 
his had been a grand army ; while Wied fent a 
detachment to Naukirch to alarm the camp of 
Plauen. Tbefe meafures, taken witli fo much 
pcrfpicuity, produced the effeft that might well 
have been expcfted; for the prince of Stolbei^ 
retreated the fame night for Altenberg, toward 
the frontiers of Bohemia. Belling on this occu- 
pied 
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pied the environs of Frauenftein; and Platen 
encamped at Porfchenftein, to cover the corps 
of Kleift, which entered Bohemia by the road of 
EinlSedel. He ruined a confiderable magazine 
the Imperialifts pofleffed at Saatz, made incur- 
fions as far as Leutmeritz, and returned into 
Saxony by the Bafberg. 

About this time the king arrived at MeifleOj 
and ordered Wied to advance toward Keffelf* 
dorf. This general encountered a poft of infor-* 
mation, appertaining to Ried, at the Landfberg, 
which Anhalt and Prittwitz attacked, and there 
took four caimon and five hundred men. This 
is the Anhalt who moft contributed to the fuc- 
cefsof thcadtiori of Langenfalza, and to that of 
Leutmannfdorf. By this brave combat the cam- 
paign was clofed. The weather, which began 
to be very fevere, 6bliged the king to affign 
quarters of cantonment for the troops. 

(November 3d.) Preliminaries of peace 
had juft then been figned between France and 
England. The Englifh, whofe conduft had 
been fo odiou3 iince lord Bute had come into 
the adminiflxation, wholly abandoned the inte- 
r^c& of the king, during the courfe of the nego- 
tiation; they even confented that the French 
jthould remam in poffeffion,of the dutchy of 
Clcves, and of the principality of Guelders. 

Z 4 ' Thr 
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Their condud obliged the king to feek the 
means of reducing the court of Vienna to an 
equitable peace. The princes of the empire 
were weary of the war. They faw the French 
army ready to repafs the Rhine. This appeared 
to be the time to enforce them to neutrality, 
and confequently to leave the cmprefs queen 
fingly to fight her battles. 

It was for this purpofe that Kleift was fent 
into the empire with his corps. He feized on 
Bamberg, and difturbcd Nuremberg. His 
huflkrs appeared at the gates of Ratifbon, and 
the dietj amid its deliberations, was infpired widi 
fears. Several of its deputies, in the moment 
of terror, took to flight. Tlie duke of Wurtem- 
berg was on the point of efcaping into Alfatia. 
The efFefts of the incurfion were fuch that the 
cleftors of Bavaria, Mayence, and the bifliops 
of Bamberg and Wurzburg, demanded peacei 
and promifed immediately to withdraw their 
contingents from the army of the circles. The 
only means of extinguiftiing the conflagration^ 
in Germany, was to deprive it of the tombufli* 
bles by which it might be fed. Kleift, after 
condufting the expedition like an excellent 
general, returned with his troops into Saxony, 
at the beginning of January. A line was drawn 
along the Tripfche and the Mulde, which ex- 
tended 
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tended from Seyda to Meiflen* Other corps 
were difperfed, at Chemnitz, Zwickau, and 
Gera, on, the frontiers of Bohemia; and the 
main army was diftributed from Sorau to the 
confines of Thuringia. 



CHAP. XVII. 



Of Ofe Peace. 

SCARCELY had the troops begun their 
cantonments before M. von Fritfch, coun- 
sellor to the king of Poland, came to Meiflen, 
where the head quarters had been fixed. He 
had cftates in the vicinity, fo that his arrival 
had no extraordinary appearance. He demand- 
ed an audience of the king, and began by fomc 
common-place obfervations on the miferies of 
war, and the bleffings of peace; after which he 
fpoke more plainly, adding that peace perhaps 
was not fo diftant as it might be thought, and 
that he was even charged with certain meflages, 
which he (hould deliver without delay, as foon 
as hc^firft Ibould be certain they would not be ill 
received. 

The 
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The king replied he had been forced into the 
war by his enemies, and that it was his enemies 
who hitherto had oppofed or had eludid peace, 
under various pretences; that it was not he who 
was to be afked whether he wiflied to fee a con* 
clujGon to the troubles of Germany, but thofe 
by whom they had been fomented, and till now 
maintained; thofe whofe animofity and rage 
had increafed in proportion to the refiftance they 
had encountered, in the execution of their per- 
nicious dcfigns. 

Fritfch prefented a letter to the king fix)m 
the eleftoral prince, which indicated that this 
prince, having the tranquillity of Europe at heart, 
had employed every effort for its re-eftablifh- 
menc, and that to this effed he had endeavoured 
to learn the intentions of the emprefs queen, 
which he found were correfpondent; that the con- 
currence of his Pruffian majefty was only necef- 
fary to terminate the difputes of the belligerent 
powers, and that he intreated the king to ex* 
plain himfelf on the fubjed. 

After reading the letter, the king retraced 
the condud of the court of Vienna, during the 
courfe of the war; and faid that, it being thf 
ancient cuftom of this court ever to make peace 
later than its allies, as is abundantly proved by 
hiftorical example, it was not Apparent that the 

prefcnt 
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prefent intentions were fincere; however, that 
the king might have nothing to reproach him- 
felf with, and not rejeft overtures which might 
lead to a conclufion of this fatal war, his ma* 
jefty, induced by that confideration, declared 
that, whatever reafon he might have to demand 
indemnification, for the cruelties and ravages 
that had been committed in the provinces of the 
Pruffian domain, he for the love of peace de- 
fifted; but on condition that his enemies ftiould 
none of them infill on fimilar indemnifications; 
being well determined not to lofe, by a ftroke 
of the pen, what he had hitherto defended, and 
what he ftill (hould be in a ftate to defend, by 
the fword. He added—— 

^^ If the houfe of Auftria really wKhes to nc- 
** gotiate with me, in order to prevent all equi- 
** vocal and ambiguous interpretation, we muft 
'* previoufly agree on the principles we Ihall 
^mutually admit; and I can only perceive 
^* three which can promote a defirable con- 
^^ clufion* That is to fay — That an equitable 
^* peace (hall be made, by which not any one 
** of the contra6ting parties (hall be wronged; 
** that the conditions Ihall be honourable to aU 
^^ thofe who Ihall concur; and that it (hall be 
^^ ftrengthened by meafures of fuch folidity as 
^* to render it durable/' 

. By 
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By the anfwer of the king, Fritfch qomprc* 
hended that it was particularly nece0ary to 
relieve the mind of his majefty, from the dif- 
fidence he entertained relative to the fincerity 
0f the intentions of the court of Vienna. 
That he might convince him of the good dif- 
portions of the emprefs queen, with refpcft to 
peace, he communicated a na,rrative which the 
fieur Saul, the Saxon emiflar y at the court oi 
Vienna, had fent to the eleftoral prince. This 
narrative contained the affurances which count 
Kaunitz had given the fieur Saul, of the defire 
of the emprefs queen to quickly terminate the 
war^ and further affirmed, that pount Kau-? 
nitz had affured the emiffary, the emprefs 
queen had twice offered the king of Prv^a 
peace; the firft time through the channel <^ 
France, and the fecond through tha^ of Eng- 
land; and that the refufal of the king juftifiecj 
the meafures the queen had found herfelf under 
the neceility of taking, for the continuation of 
the war. 

Thefe aflertions were notoriously falfe; for 
never had any overture been made to the king^ 
on the part of the court of Vienna, either through 
the medium of France, and ftill lefs through 
that of England; and thefe falfities appeared to 
be an ill omen. For what hope might be found* 

cd 
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eA oa negotiation thus begun? Trifles however 
often obftrud great intentions. Without ftay* 
ing to inquire what count Kaunitz might have 
(aid to a Saxon emiflary, it was neceflary to ex- 
amine the reafons the emprefs queen might have 
to make peace, that conviftion might be ob* 
tained of their probable force, and of the degree 
of impreflion they might make upon her mind^ 
A hundred thoufand Turks on the frontiers 
of Hungary was an argument capable of iufpir- 
ing pacific fentiments, in the council of that 
ftate which (hould be moft paffionate for war; 
The Ruflians and the Swedes had both with- 
drawn their alliance. The former had even 
made a part of the laft campaign with the Pruf- 
fians; and, though they might not be feared as 
new enemies, they ftill were friends, and confc- 
quently would not make diverfions againft Pruf- 
iia. Might it not be expected that the court 
of Vienna would pay attention to the feparatc 
peace, which the greateft princes of Germany 
had lately concluded, with Pruffia? For, in 
what did the army of the empire confift ? Was 
it not formed of their troops ? On the other fide, 
the preliminaries between France and England 
were figned; the French had engaged incef- 
fantly to withdraw their troops out of Germany. 
Of all the belligerent powers, the emprefs qiaeen 

and 
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and the king of Pruffia only remained on the 
field of battle; in fome manner like two chain-* 
pions^ abandoned by their feconds^ and fight* 
ing for life or death. 

Such were the political reafons. Thofe which 
internal government might fumifh were not left 
forcible. The ill fuccrfs of the laft campaign 
muft have been productive of difcouragement. 
The infinite difficulties encountered in amafling 
the neceflary funds for the war expenditure^ 
mifintelligence among the generals, quarrels 
among the minifters, diffenfions in the Imperial 
family, the ill health of the emperor, and the 
additional confideration that, fince the emprefs 
queen, aided by all her allies, had not been able 
to abafe and deftroy Pruffia, there were ftill left 
reafons to fuppofe (he ever would fucceed in 
fuch an attempt, fingly and deprived of fuccour. 
Thefe might all be fuppofed to be motives. 
There were others, that related to the war, not 
lefs powerful. The city of Drefden was ill pro- 
vifioned, the magazines of Bohemia were in 
part empty, or ruined by the incurfion of Kleift. 
Hence it might naturally be feared, as well at 
Warfaw as at Vienna, that Drefden would be 
recovered by the king, at the commencement 
of the approaching campaign, and that Bohemia 
would become, if not the theatre of war, at ieaft 
7 ' of 
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of incurfion from the Pruffian troops. Such 
were the inducements that might perfuadethc 
king the court of Vienna finccrcly defircd peace 
fliould be re-eftabliftied. After mature reflec- 
tion he gave the fieur Fritfch a fevourable an- 
fwer, and a letter for die eledtoral prince, in 
which he thanked him for his endeavours to 
conciliate the minds of his adverfaries; and af- 
fured him that, for his own part, he would with 
plcafure contribute, as far as his glory would 
permit, to the recovery of peace. 

Some few days after, the king departed from 
Meiffen, and made the tour of his line, on the 
frontiers of Bohemia and the empire; whence 
he repaired to Leipfic, there to eftablilh his 
quarters during the winter. A few days after 
the arrival of the king, Fritfch returned, and 
brought with him the anfwer of Ihe court of 
Vienna, relative to the principles his majefty 
was defirous of fixing, as the bafis of negotia- 
tion. The memorial was loaded with various 
emphatical, enigmatical, and obfcure expref- 
fions, unintelligible to the whole world, count 
Kaunitz excepted* Fortunately, count Flem- 
ming, ambaflador from Saxony at Vienna, had 
commented the text by a long letter, wherein 
he explained the dark ftyle of the Auftrian 
chancery, and gave ftrong aflurances of the up- 
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right intentions of the emprefs, and o£ the co!i* 
fent (he would accord to every reftitution thai 
might be required of her, in confideration of the 
deplorable ftate to which the eledorate of Sax- 
ony was reduced. He gave notice however, 
by way o( precaution, that fome contention and 
formal circumlocutions muft be expected, on the 
part of the Auftrians. The parties were agreed 
concerning fubflantials, and peace might be 
concluded according to the wilhes of the king. 

The monarch, on his part, had many motives 
that concurred to make him prefer modeft and 
moderate conditions of peace, to others more 
advanugeous. It was an unfeafonable moment 
to increafe his demands, in the prefent ftate of 
affairs, when compenfation could only be ob-^ 
tained by viftory, and when the army was in 
a too ruinous and degenerate condition to hope 
for any remarkable exploits. The number of 
good generals had diminilhed : they were want- 
ing even to head detachments. Numerous old 
officers had perilhed in the murderoxis battles 
they had fought, for their country's defence* 
The young were of an age when fuperior fer- 
vices were not to be expeded. Thofe refpeft- 
able veteran warriors, thofe chiefs who had firft 
entered the field, no longer exifted ; and dieir 
fucceffors, with whom the army was fupplied^ 

chiefly 
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tiiiefly confifted <rf defertcrs, or young feeble 
men, under eighteen years of age, incapable of 
fupporting the rude fatigues of a fevere cam- 
paign. Many regiments> ruined on various bc- 
cafions, had been three times recruited during 
the war; fo that the troops, in their prefent 
ftate, could not attrad the confidence of their 
commanders. 

And what fbccour could the king hope for 
Jhduld he continue the war? He faw himfelf 
iingle, deftitute of allies; the fentiments of the 
emprefs of Ruffia, with refpedt to him, were 
equivocal; the Ehglilh a&ed lefs like friends . 
than declared foes; the Turks, confounded at 
the revolutions that hid happened in Ruffia, un* 
certain how to behave, declined the defenfire alli- 
ance tkat had fo long been propofed to them; 
and even the khan of the Tartars had lately 
obliged the Pruffian refident to quit his court. 
Independent of all thefe circumftances, it was 
highly to be feared that the continuation of war 
would occaficn the plague in Saxony, Sijefia, 
and Brandcnbourg ; bccaufe that moft of the 
fields lay fallow^ provifions were fcarce and ex-, 
ceffivcly dear, and the country deftitute of man 
and beaft; fo that throughout thefe provinces " 
nothing was beheld but the fearful traces of war, 

A a and 
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and the haibingers of dill greater future cala- 
mities. 

Under circumftances fo cruel, nothing could 
be expeAed from prolonging the war. Should 
the approaching campaign be begun, the better 
conditions would not therefore have been ob- 
tained. By an indiredt and vicious conduit, 
and after ufelefs defence, the fame terms muft 
have been complied with at laft. 

The Auftrians propofed a congrels (hould be 
held, and the propofition was immediately ac- 
cepted by the king. They named the fieur 
CoUenbach as their plenipotentiary; and the 
king, on his part, appointed his cabinet coun- 
fellor, M. von Hertzberg. It was agreed the 
conferences Ihould be held at Hubertfburg; and, 
by a public aft, this place and its territories 
were declared neuter. The conferences began 
on the 31ft of December, according to the cuf- 
tomary forms. 

Thus, in thefe happy times, did the minds of 
men, heated as they had been, and irritated by 
war, luddcnly grow calm, from the north to the 
fouth of Europe. We have already feen the 
preliminaries figned between France and Eng- 
land. The French had been determined to 
make peace in confequence of their ill fuccefe, in 
the Indies and in Europe; for, in the fpring of 

the 
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the year, the Englifti had conquered Mattinico; 
fltnd, during the fummer, had taken the Havannah, 
from the Spaniards, whofe fleets they had en- 
tirely ruined. Thefe misfortunes, added to the 
Taft expences of France, and the impoffibility 
of finding new refources, had inclined the council 
to a pacificatory fyftem. 

The Englifh, on their part, inftead of glori- 
oufly diftating conditions to their enemies, go- 
verned by lord Bute, facrificed thfe interefts of 
their allies, and confented that the French (hould 
remain in pofleffion, after the peace, of the 
towns of Wefel and Guelders, ahd their terri- 
toriesi Not fatisfied with trampling upon trea- 
ties and contemning good faith, lord Bute ca^- 
balled at the court of Peterfburg, and there 
fowed the feeds of diffidence and fufpicion, 
againft the king; fo that the latter, unable to 
depend on any of the powers of Europe, had 
every thing to apprehend from new difputes 
with Ruffia. 

Amid this general agitation, when hafty refo- 
kitions were often taken, it happened, no doubt 
contrary to the intention of the Britifti miniftry, 
that England rendered an important fervice to 
Pruffia. It was thus. Scarcely were prelimi- " 
naries figned before this miniftry, from a fpirit 
of oeconomy, dift)anded all the light troops that 
A a 2 kad 
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had fcrvcd in the army of prince Ferdlnancl* 
Among the number was the Briti(h legkm, and 
this corps, of three thoufand men, paffed into 
the fervice of Pruffia. It was joined by eight 
hundred Pruffian dragoons of Bauer, and by as 
many volunteers of Brunfwick, whom the king 
had engaged* This detachment, which includ- 
ed between five and fix thoufand men, had or- 
ders to march incontinently for the firontiers of 
the dutchy of Cleves, which infpired the French 
with ftrange apprehenfions* They imagined the 
king projefted a diverfion, either into Flanders 
or Brabant. They ^communicated their fufpi- 
cions to the Auftrians; who immediately lent 
ten thoufand men, to gain the banks of the 
Rhine. The Hanoverian miniftry likewifc 
fuppofed that, with a heart rankled at the con- 
duft of the Englifti, the king would take ven-^ 
gcance on the eleftorate of Hanover. . In Eng- 
land it was believed his majefty would make at- 
tempts on the bilhoprick of Munfter, thereby 
to afcertain the reftitution of the dutchies of 
Cleves and Guelders; and as lord Bute was in a 
^ train to give every mark, on every opportunity, 
of his ill will to the Pruflians, he caufed the 
garrifon of Munfter to be doubled^ with an 
order that no Pruflian (hould be fuiFered to 
enter. 

Thus 
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Thus a fimple and natural event fuddenly 
heated the imaginations of minifters, and made 
half Europe guilty of extravagance. This 
phrenzy, however, was advantageous to the 
king; he had neither thought of thefe diver- 
lions nor of the city of Munfter; his fole de- 
fign was to furprife the garrifon of Wefel, that 
he might again have it in his poffeffion. The 
French, ftrongly impreffed with the idea that a 
new war might be kindled in Flanders, and 
fearing to be entangled in it, propofed, by the 
duke de Nivemois, to the Pruflian ambaflador 
at London, a treaty of neutrality for Flanders, 
in return for which they would reftore the pro- 
vinces they had invaded. This propofition was 
no fooner made than accepted ; but the diftanee 
of the places, and the difficulty of paffing the fea 
in the winter feafon, were the caufes that the 
peace of Hubertfburg was figned before the 
other treaty was brought to maturity. We (hall 
therefore return to the negotiations in Saxony, 
where all the interefts of Pruffia, which ftill re- 
mained to be difcuffed, were efEcacioufly regu- 
lated. 

As foon as the plenipotentiaries were aflem- 
bled at Hubertlburg the fieur von CoUenbach 
didatcd a memorial, the fubftance of which was 
nearly this. 

A a 3 " The 
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^ The fieur von Collenbach, to whpm full 
^^ power? have been imparted, declares that her 
^* majefty the etnprefs queen, to convince the 
*^ whole world hp>y fincerely- fhe defires the rcr 
f^ (Jpratioij of peace, does not hefit^te to make 
f' the firft propofaU^ apd as l?oth parties arc 
*^ agreed that this reftoration pf peace (hall b$ 
^* on juft, honourable, ^d durable principles, 
^* in order that none of the cohtrading part;ies 
^* may fofl^r any real lofs, thefe three gualjtie? 
f^ .t^^/& the following conditions* 

*^ !• That fhe court of Saxony (hall be in? 
** eluded ip tljis pp^ce, on a proper and recj- 
55 procal footing, 

5^ IL That juft regard fhall be paid to the 
5^ ftates of the empire, namely thofe of Fran- 
5^ conia, as well as the duke of Mecklenbqurg 
f^ and the prince of Zerbft. 

*^ IIL That endeavours (hall bp madp fqr t;he 
** re-eftablittiment of peace in the empire, in a 
i^ manner honourable to rfie emperor, 

f f JV. That a general amnefty (hall be puh- 
f « Ifflicd, in which the holy Roman empire ftiaU 
f« be included. 

" V. In confequence of the convention be- 
f^ tween the king and the eledor Pahtine, rcla- 

ff pYP JQ the fucceffion pf Juliers ai\4 ?^r& ^^^^ 

ff trj.^ty 
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^ treaty (hall be in full force after the peace, 
*^ and reflored to its former ftability, 

** VL That, to render the peace durable, 
** the county of Glatz^ which by its fituati©n 
*^ covers Bohemia, Ihall remain with the em- 
•^ prefs queen. 

*^ VII. That, in order to remove all tempta- 
** tions of aggrandifement,and whatevermay ex- 
•* cite new projects of ambition, the emprefs will 
^* difpofe the emperor to detach Tufcany from 
" the primogenial fucceffion of bis houfe, on 
•* condition that the king will enter into the 
^* fame engagements, rcfpefting the fucceffion 
•^ of the margraviates of Bareuth and Anfpach, 
** hitherto in the poffeffion of the younger 
** branches of his family. 

" VIII. That in return for the provinces which 
^^ thf emprefs (hall reftore to the king, the latter 
** ftiail give his vote for the eleftion of the arch- 
*' duke Jofeph, in quality of king of the 
^^ Romans. 

*^ IX. And for the expeftative to the feudal 
** fucceffion of the dutchy of Modena, in favour 
** of the archduke, his fecond brother^ who (hall 
^ efpoufe the heirefs of this dutchy. 

" X. And that, in fine, the treaties of Brellau 
^^ and Drefden (hall be renewed, relative to 
*^ the fupport of the Roman religion, the debts 
Aa4 "of. 
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^^ of Silefia, and t;he mutual guai^antees wldch 
«^ the king may affiicably extend beyond tjio 
** limits of this treaty ; that prifoncrs of war 
^' fluU be mutuajjy reftored ; and that all co^'-^ 
*^ tributions in arrear (hall be renounced/' 

Thefe propofals, many of which were artful^ 
were examined with all the attention that> &om 
their injportance, they merited. The articles 
\^hich9 in meaning and words^ were contrary 
to the fundamenul principles that had been 
agreed on, for the re-eftablilhment rf peace^ 
were curtailed. It was> in particular^ eafy to 
prove that the ceflion of a province, however 
it might be coloured, was a real lofs, the na-, 
ture of which no forced fenfe, no tc^rm, inter-, 
preted after an equivocal manner, could change. 
The following article was fubftituted : 

*' That the entire reftitution of the ftates ap- 
^^ pertiuning to the belligerent powers (hould 
*^ ferve as the bafis of the treaty it was intwided 
*^ to make. Confequently it was promifed.to re>^ 
«f ftofe to the king of Poland his eledorate of 
<^ Saxony, and the provinces thereto appertain- 
*^ ing, as foon as the provinces that had been. 
<« taken from Pruffia (hould be rdlored.*' 

An explanation was afterward demanded, of 
<;ertain vague terms, contained in the Au(bian 
mcJBoriali becaufe that .definitions WQre necef-v 

fary. 
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fary, that the propofitions might be underftood* 
What was fignified by the juft regard which 
was demanded of the king, for the princes of 
the empire ? It was at the fame time obferved 
to the Auftrians that, the differences of the king 
with the princes of the empire having ceafed, 
by the peace he bad concluded with them, it 
was fuperfluous to ftipulate any particular con- 
dition, with refpeft to them; at leaft unlefs, 
by the fame article, and in perfect reciprocity^ 
it (hould pleafe the emprefs queen to contrad 
the fame obligations toward the allies of the 
king, who were named ; that is to fay, the em- 
prefs of Ruflia, the king of England, eledor 
<rf Hanover, the landgrave of Heffc, and the 
duke of Brunfwick. 

In lieu of the third article, an amnefty for 
the pad was propofed ; and the renewal of the 
peace of Weftphalia. 

The 6th article, containing the ceffion of the 
county of' Glatz, was wholly rejefted, as con- 
trary to the fundamental principles which had 
been ftipulated. 

The 7th article was declined by expofing how 
indecent it would be for a foreign power to in- 
terfere concerning the laws and domeftic ar- 
rangements which another power might abrogate 
or introduce into its family; and, to give t po- 

^lite 
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lite turn to the rcfufal, it was added that the 
king pretended to have no influence, in the ar- 
rangements which the emperor (hould think 
proper to make, refpeftingthe fucceffion of his 
family; confequently, the king flattered him* 
felf that neither the emperor nor emprefs would 
think of difpofing of any herit^e which might 
legitimately, and of right, revert to the elder 
branch of the houfe of Brandenbourg. 

With refpeft to the election of the archduke 
Jofeph, as king of the Romans, and the feudal 
fucceflion of the dutchy of Modena, the king, 
who nf ith^r 9Quld impede the one npr the oth^r, 
accorded with ^, ^ood grace, that he might 
make a merit of the aft, and the article was 
not at all difputed. 

This counter projedt was fent to Vienna, by 
the fieur von Colknbach. The anfwer returned 
tolerably foon; and the Auflrians relaxed on 
moft of the articles : they properly infilled but 
on two points; the ceflion of the county of 
Glatz, and the conclufion of a provifional treaty, 
which fliould regulate the fucceflion of the 
margraviates of Franconia, Arguments already 
half refuted were again to combat. The Au- 
flrians affirmed that the fbrtrefs of Glatz was 
no more than a place of defence, when in their 
powor, and that it became offenfivc when in the 

power 
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|)owcr of the Pruffiai^s. They offered indemni- 
fication to the king, by ceding that part of the 
principality of Neifs of which they were in pof- 
feffioi), and to pay the refidue in ready mo- 
pey, to liquidate the debts mortgaged on Silefia. 
Their own reafons were retorted upon them* 
fclves ; and it was proved to them, by the fitua- 
tion of the places, that there are feveral polls, 
on that frontier of Bohemia, which forbid en- 
trance to the fovereign who ftiould poffefs 
Glatz ; as thofe of Bergicht, Politz, Opotfchna, 
Nachod, Wiffoka, and Neuftadt ; widiout in- 
.cluding Konigfgraetz j the lead of which, well 
defended, would ftop the army of Xerxes, fince 
Jhey well might be called equal to the ftraits of 
Thermopylae; while i(i Silefia, and below 
Glatz, in the plains of Frankenftein and Reich- 
enbach, there is no poft where an army .may 
difpute the entrance of an enemy. Whence it 
evidently refulted that Glatz, in the hands of 
the Auftrian3, became an offenfive place ; that 
it fjjpplied them with three entrances; from 
JohaQnelberg, from Wartha, and from Silber- 
berg ; by which they might at liberty defcend 
into the Lower Silefia; where, at the very com- 
mencement of a quarrel, they might eftablifti 
war in the heart of that province; and that 
(f |atz, in the power of Pruffia, could be no 

more 
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more than a place of defence, libt giving free 
entrance into the kingdom of Bohemia. As 
this was entirely a military difcuffion, the king 
appealed to marlhal Daun, who could not but 
allow the reality of what was here advanced* 
However, to foften rcfufal by an obliging com- 
pliment, the king added that, did the queftioii 
relate only to the obtaining the friendship of a 
princefs of fuch rare merit, as was the empreft 
queen, by the ceffion of a province, he fliould 
not think he could pay too dear in making fuck 
a facriiice; but that a town fo important as 
Glatz could not be ceded, without entirely for* 
getting all that a fovereign owes to his pofterity ; 
efpccially fince the fituation of the king did not 
oblige him to receive law from his enemy, for 
he had twice as much to furrender as they had 
to reftore. 

The other article, which concerned the c<m- 
vention propofed by the Auftri^is to regulate 
the fucceffion of die margraviates of Franconia, 
was too contrary to the interefts of the royal 
houfe to be accepted. It was eluded by firft 
alleging the fame arguments that had been be- 
fore employed ; and again by ftrengthening them 
with confiderations drawn from example, which 
prove the inutility of previous treaties, that in 
c3tecution are never regarded. This was a pro-* 

pofition 
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pofition eafy to caforce x^ith the Aui):rians^ 
with whom the memory ftill was recent of the 
little validity of the femous Pr^matic fandion, 
by which the emperor Charles VI. had regulated 
tlie fucceffion of his ftates* 

The court of Vienna made new replications 
to thefe two articles; and, after having made 
fome attempts to preferve the county of Glatz, 
they gave up their pretenfions, declaring the 
fortrefs and its artillery ftiould be reftered in the 
ftate they then adtually were. This court in 
like manner relaxed from its demands, relative 
to a provifional treaty for the fucceffion of Fran* 
COnia. The negotiation with Saxony kept 
pace with that of Auftria ; it met with no great 
obftacles, becaufe the king of Poland thought 
himfelf too happy once more to recover his 
eledtorate, from the king of Pruffia. The 
Saxons only demanded that means ftioul4 be 
taken to procure eftablifliments for the childrea 
of the king of Poland, and principally for 
prince Charles, whom the emprefs of Ruffia 
had lately deprived of his duchy g£ Courland, 

Thus ended this cruel war ; during which no 
power. Great Britain excepted, in the leaft ex- 
tended the limits of its domains. The peace 
between France and England was only figned. 

fome 
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the alliance of Peter IIL with die king,o( 
Pruffia ; and finally the fuccour fent by chat 
emperor into Silefia. 

If we further examine the caufe of the lofles 
of the French in this war, we (hall obferve the 
error they were guilty of in their interference 
with the troubles of Germany. The kind of 
war they made with England was maritime; 
they were circumvented, and neglefted this 
principal objedt in purfuit of a foreign one, 
with which they had properly no connexion. 
At firfl, they obtained naval advantages againU 
the Englifti; but, when their attention was 
drawn off by the continental war, as foon as the 
armies of Germany abforbcd all their funds, 
which (hould have been employed to augment 
their fleets, their marine began to want necef- 
faries, and the Englifli gained an afcendancy 
which rendered them vidorious in the fouf 
^quarters of the world. The exceflive fums which 
Louis XV. paid in fubfidie$, and thofe that were 
expended on his armies in Germany, were fott 
out of the kingdom. This diminiflied by one 
half the money that was in circulation, as well at 
Paris as in the provinces; and, to add to humi- 
liation, the generals chofen by the court for the- 
command of the French armies were guilty of 

very 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HISTORY OF THE SEVEN YEARS WAR, 369 

very grofs errors, while each imagined himftslf a 
Xurenne. 

Let thefe examples ferve to inform the poli- 
tician of vaft projeds that, however extenfive 
^he human mind may be, it is never. fufficiently 
fo to penetrate the minute cqmbinatioi^s that are 
peceflary to be developed, in order to forefee or 
regulate events, which depend on future contin- 
gencies. We can explain paft incidents clearly, 
fot their caufes are now difcovered ; but we 
always deceive ourfelves concerning th^ future, 
which is concealed, by. fecondary caufes, from 
our rafti and prying jnfpcftion. That the cx- 
pe<5tations of pohticians Ihould bedifappointed is 
pot a (ingularity peculiar to the prefent age; it 
has ever been the fame, during all the ages ii^ 
which human ambition gave birth to grand pro- 
jefts^ To be convinced of this we need but re- 
coUeft the hiftory of the famous league of Cam- 
bray; the invincible armada ; the war of Philip 
Il.againftthe Dutch; the vaft defigns of Frederic 
11. at the commencement of the war of thirty 
ye^rs; t\\c different projefts. of partition, which 
preceded the war of Succeffion, and that war 
itfttlf. All thefe fplendid plans produced con- 
plufions very opppfite to the intents pf thofe whq 
were their promoters ; and this is becaufe human 
B b a|fairs 

^ifi. Stv, Ttars War, Vol, H, 
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affairs want liability ; and becaufe men, theif 
defigns, and the events of futurity, are fub* 
jetted to perpetual viciffitudes. 

The belligerent powers, leaving the lifts in 
which they had combated with fo much animo- 
fity and fury, began to feel their wounds, and 
the need they had of cure. ' They all were fuf- 
ferers, but their pangs were different. We Ihall 
here take a review of them, that we may obtain 
a precife idea of their loffes, and their attual 
ftate. 

Pruffia enumerated a hundred and eighty 
thoufand men, whom (he had been deprived of, 
by the war. Her armies had fought (ixteen 
pitched battles. The enemy had befide almoft 
totally deftroyed three large corps ; that of the 
convoy of Olmutz, that of Maxen, and that of 
Fouquet, at Landfliut; exclufive of the garrifon 
of Brellau, two garrifons of Schweidnitz, one of 
Torgau, and one of Wittenberg, that were taken 
with thefe towns. It was fuither eftimated that 
twenty thoufand fouls perilhed in the kingdom 
of Pruffia, by the ravages of the Ruffians ; fix 
thoufand in Pomerania ; four thoufand in the 
New March ; and three thoufand in the elefto- 
rate of Brandenbourg. 

The Ruffian troops had fought four grand 
battles, and it was computed that the war had 

coft 
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coft them a hundred and twenty thoufand men, 
including part of the recruits that perifhcd, in 
coming from the frontiers of Perfia and China5 
to join their corps in Germany, 

The Auftrians had fought ten reirular battles. 
Two garrifons at Schweidnitz, and one at Bref- 
lau, had been taken ; and they eftimated their 
iofs at a hundred and forty thoufand men. 

The French made their loffes amount to twQ 
hundred thtfufand ; the Englifli with their allies 
to a hundred and fixty thoufand ; the Swedes to 
twenty-five thoufand ; and the troops of the 
circles to tvventy-eight thoufand. 

At the clofe of the war the houfe of Ayftri^ 
found itfelf a hundred millions of crowns xi\ 
debt. The frontiers of Bohemia and Moravia 
had fuffered, though the traces of ruin or devaf- 
tation did not feem to remain. In France, the 
credit of government had been ruined, by the 
^obberieii pf financiers, and tl^e malverfations of 
thofe to whom the adminiflxation of money had 
been committed. The payment of the intereft 
pf their borrowed capitals had been fufpended j 
the little that w^s paid \yas paid irregularly ; the 
people groaned vender the weight of the taxes by 
\yhich they were overwhelmed ; and, though no 
incurfion of the enemy had ravaged the pro- 
B b 2 vincesj 
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vincr . the ftate did not fuffcr the kfs ; for, tti« 
commerce of the two Indies being deftroycd, 
the fources of public abundance were dried 
up. The national debt had accumulated, and 
amounted to fums fo enormous that, after the 
peace, the extraordinary taxes were prolonged 
for ten years, in order to pay off the inhered, and 
to create a finking fund, for the further payment 
of this intereft- 

The Englifti, vi6torious by fea aiW land, miy 
be faid to have purchafed their conquefts by 
immenfe fums, which they had borrowed to 
carry on the war, and which almoft rendered 
them infolvcnt* The opulence of individuals 
exceeded all imagination. The wealth and 
luxury of the people were the confcquences of 
the confiderable prizes that fo many private 
perfons had taken, as well from France as from 
Spain ; and of the prodigious increafe of trade, 
o( which, during the war, they had almoft folely 
been in poffeflion. 

Ruffia had indeed expended confiderable 
fums; but ftie had rather made war at the ex- 
pence of the Pruflians and the Poles than at 
her own. Sweden was on the verge of bank- 
ruptcy. She had not only broken in upon the 
fiinds of the bank, but, by an unfkitful aft of 
her Aianciers, flie had loo much multiplied her 

paper 
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paper currency, which deftroys the equilibrium 
that all well-regulated ftates ought to keep^ 
between the currency of paper and of coin, 
Pruffia had fufFered the mod. The Auftrians^ 
t'rench. Ruffians, Swedes, and ^loops of th* 
circles, defcending to the duke of Wurtemberg^ 
had all here committed ravages. The ftate had 
expended a hundred and twenty-five millions of 
crowns, for the fupport of its armies, and other 
military diflburfements* Pomcrania, Silefia, and 
the New March, required great fums for their 
reftoration. Other provinces, as the dutchy of 
Croffen, the principality of Halberftadt, and 
that of Hohenftein, in like manner exafted 
great lliccoufs; and efforts were neceffafy. fup- 
ported by unrelaxing induftry, to reftore them to 
the ftate in which they were previous to the 
troubles ; becaufc that moft of the lands were 
lancultivated, for want of feed corn, and cattle, 
while every thing that related to fubfiftence 
was in like manner deficient. 

To fupply fo many wants, there were diftri- 
buted among thefe provinces, according to a juft 
partition, twenty-five thoufand meafures of corn 
and flour, and feventeen thoufand of oats; thirty^ 
five thoufand horfes, drafted from the regiments 
and from the artillery, and provifions were given 
to the gentry, and the pcalantry. The king 

further 
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fiirther beftowed on Silefia three millions for its 
re-eftablilhmcnt ; one million four hundred 
thoufand crowns on Pomerania and the New 
March ; fcven hundred thoufand on the eleftor-- 
ate ; and one hundred thoufand on the dutchy 
pf Cleves. Befide eight hundred thoufand 
which the kingdom of Pruflia received, the 
contributions on the dutchy of Croffe?!, the 
countries of Hohenftein, and Halberftadt, were 
reduced one half : in fine, the popple began to 
take courage, and no longer to defpair of their 
fituation ; to work, be a<9dve, and by induftry 
to repair thofe evils the ftate had fuflferc4» 

From the general pifture which we have 
Ikctclied, the refult, is that the; governments of 
Auftria, France, and even England, were over- 
whelmed with, debts, and almoft deftitutg pf 
credit i but that the people, not having been fuf- 
ferers in the war, were only fenfible of it from 
the prodigious taxes which h^d been exafted by 
their fovereigns. Whereas, in Pruffia, the govern- 
ment was poiTefTed of money, but the provinces , 
were laid wafte and defolated, by the rapacity 
and barbarity of enemies. 

The electorate of Saxony was, next to Pruflia, 
the province of Germany that had fufFered the. 
moil ; but this country found refources, in the 
goodnefs of its foil and the induftry of its inh^-r 

bitants. 
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bitants, which are wanting to Pruflia throughout 
h€r provinces, Silefia excepted. Time, which 
cliresand effaces all ills, will no doubt foonreftord 
the iPruffian ftates to their former abundance, 
profperity, and fplendor. Other powers will in 
like manner recover, and other ambitious men 
willarife, excite new wars, and incur new difafters; 
Such are the properties of the human mind ; no 
man benefits by example ; the follies of the fa- 
ther afford no ufeful lelfon to the fon ; each 
generation muft have its errors. 

We fhall add but a word to this work (too 
long perhaps already, and too diffufe) for 
the fatisfa6tion of pofterity, which doubtlefs 
will defire to know how a prince, fo little puif- 
fant as was the king of Prvjflia, was able, during 
feVen campaigns, to fuflain a ruinous war, againfl 
the chief monarchies of Europe. Though the 
lofs of fo many provinces laid him under great 
difficulties, and though he was inceffantly obliged 
to fupply enormous fums, ftill there were re- 
fourccs that rendered the performance poffible* 
The king drew four millions from the provinces 
that remained; the contributions on Saxony 
amounted to between fix and feven millions ; 
the fublidies of England, which were four mil- 
lions, were coined into eight ; the money that 
had been farmed, by diminifhing its value one 
3 half. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J76 POSTHUMOUS WORKI. 

half, afForded feven millions ; befide which th^ 
payment of civil penfions bad been fufpended, 
that every fund might be appHcd to the expence^ 
oi the war. The di^ercpt funis we have indi- 
cated, in the total, amounted to twenty-five 
millions of crqwns pej- annum^ of adultemted 
coin, Thefe were fufficient, by the aid of good 
ceconomy, for the payment and maintenance of 
the army, and for the extraordinaries which were 
Deceffarily renewed each campaign. 

May Providence grant (if Providejace ftiaH 
deign to look down on human miferies) thafe 
the unalterable and flourifhing dcftiny of thefe 
ifta^es may raife the monarchs, by whom they are 
governed, fup^rior to the calamities and plaguesj 
Pruffia has endured, in thefe times of trouble 
and fubverjGon ; and that they never may be 
obliged to have recourfe to remedies fo yiolen^ 
and fatal, as were ^en found neceifary to bo 
cniployed, that the country might be,preferved 
againft the ambitious hatred of the fov-ereigns of 
Europe, who wilhed to annihilate the houfe of 
Brahdenbourg, and eternally exterminate all 
who bore the name of Pruffian. 

Berlin, Dtceniber 17/^, 1763. 

END OF THE 5EVEN YEARS WAlt* 
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